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SOCIAL SECURITY IN REVIEW 


OPERATIONS under the employment security pro- 
gram in July indicate that increases in employ- 
ment which may have occurred in certain industries 
as a result of activities connected with national 
defense were more than offset by decreases in 
other lines of business, some of which normally 
reduce employment at this season. Unemploy- 
ment benefits amounted to $55.7 million for the 
month, the largest total reported for any month 
since the program was inaugurated. The number 
of continued claims received during July increased 
12 percent from June, partly because of the 
reduced employment in industries which usually 
curtail operations at this time of year. 

More than 308,000 complete placements, of 
which more than 260,000 were in private employ- 
ment, were reported for July. Although the num- 
ber of private placements was 10 percent below 
the total for June, it was about 22 percent above 
that for July 1939 and represented the highest 


July total in the history of the United States 


Employment Service. Changes in the active file of 
persons registered at public employment offices 
resulted in a net decrease of 3 percent in the size 
of the file at the end of the month, to a total of 
5.6 million, despite the decline in the number of 
placements and an increase of 6 percent in the 
number of applications for employment. 


ALLowaNce of 27,000 claims for monthly benefits 
under the old-age and survivors insurance pro- 
gram during July increased the total of such claims 
allowed to 138,000. Data on the number and 
amount of claims allowed during the first 6 months 
of 1940, summarized in this issue of the Bulletin, 
provide information not previously available on 
the age, sex, and race of beneficiaries under this 
program. Additional types of analyses of claims 
data are now being planned for presentation in 
subsequent issues of the Bulletin. 

A new form has been developed and is now avail- 


able for use in providing statements of earnings 
to workers requesting information on the amount 
of wages credited to their accounts in the wage 
records maintained by the Bureau of Old-Age and 
Survivors Insurance. The new form is designed 
to provide information on wages for the last full 
calendar year; on wages reported and processed 
during the current calendar year; and on total 
wages recorded since January 1, 1937. A public 
information program is now being initiated for the 
purpose of informing workers that such statements 
are available. 


Payments for public assistance and earnings of 
persons employed under Federal work programs in 
the continental United States declined in July for 
the fourth successive month. The combined total 
for the month amounted to $252 million, a decrease 
of 1.5 percent from June and the smallest total 
for any month since February 1938. The de- 
crease was accounted for largely by reductions in 
earnings of persons employed on work programs 
of the Work Projects Administration, which ac- 
counted for 38 percent of the July total. July was 
the third month since 1937 in which WPA earnings 
fell below $100 million. Obligations incurred for 
payments to recipients of old-age assistance and 
aid to dependent children and for general relief 
increased somewhat, but payments for aid to the 
blind declined slightly. Estimates for the month 
indicate that nearly 15.4 million persons in about 
5.4 million different households received assistance 
payments or work-program earnings under one or 
more of these programs, 


In THs 1ssuE of the Bulletin, data are published 
for the period May 1939-—July 1940, by months, 
on the number of persons participating in, and 
the value of surplus-food stamps issued under, 
the food stamp plan, initiated in May 1939 by the 
Department of Agriculture. The data reveal a 
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steady increase in both the number of participants 
and in the value of stamps issued. In July 1940 
stamps valued at more than $3.5 million were 
issued to 559,800 cases comprising nearly 1.6 
million persons. While the stamp plan was 
established primarily to increase agricultural 
income by creating a demand for surplus farm 
products, it is also intended to increase the food 
consumption of needy families. Current data on 
the program will be carried regularly hereafter 
in the Public Assistance section. 


REGULATIONS governing enrollment in the Civilian 
Conservation Corps have been modified to per- 
mit enrollment of young men from families in the 
moderate-income group, Paul V. McNutt, Ad- 
ministrator of the Federal Security Agency, 
announced early in August. Such a change had 
been recommended by the Director of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, according to Mr. McNutt, 
“as a means of providing useful employment and 
vocational training for young men whose parents, 
while not on relief, are unable to give their sons 
the training needed to provide them a start in 
life.” Under the new regulations the policy of 
giving priority to young men in the order of need, 
which has been followed since the beginning of 
the CCC program, will not be changed, and in 
each community qualified applicants from families 
on public relief rolls will continue to have the first 
chance to enroll. 


AMENDMENTs to the Railroad Unemployment In- 
surance and Railroad Retirement Acts and related 
legislation, which were approved by the President 
August 13, will effect more uniform coverage 
under social insurance measures for persons em- 
ployed in certain types of coal-mining operations 
which had previously been defined as constituting 
railroad employment. The new law excludes 
service in such coal-mining operations from cover- 
age under the separate prog-ams for railroad 
workers, with the result that such employment 
now comes under the provisions of the Social Se- 
curity Act. The law provides that subsidiaries of 
carriers are not to be subject to the special legisla- 
tion for railroads by reason of being engaged in 
the mining of coal, the preparation of, handling, or 
supplying of coal to an employer where delivery is 


not beyond the mine tipple, or in the operation of 
equipment or facilities therefor. It is estimated 
that approximately 20,000 coal miners in most of 
the important mining fields of the country will be 
affected by the change. 

The need for the amendment resulted from the 
fact that, under the definition of an employer in 
both the Railroad Retirement Act and the Rail- 
road Unemployment Insurance Act, the Railroad 
Retirement Board was compelled to rule that coal 
miners employed by railroad companies and rail- 
road subsidiaries were covered by the railroad 
insurance systems even though there was general 
agreement among railroad employers, railroad 
employees, and mine workers, as well as the Fed- 
eral Security Agency and the Railroad Retirement 
Board, that coal-mining activities, no matter by 
whom conducted, should be covered by the Social 
Security Act. 

The legislation provides that employers and 
employees affected will not be given refunds of 
taxes previously paid under the Carriers Taxing 
Act, but such taxes may be applied to the reduc- 
tion of such tax liability as may accrue against 
them under title VIII of the Social Security Act 
or the Federal Insurance Contributions Act by 
reason of the amendments. Payments previously 
made under the Railroad Retirement Acts on the 
basis of the types of service affected are not to be 
disturbed, but any such service with respect to 


which annuities or pensions have been granted 


will not be regarded as employment under the 
provisions of the Social Security Act. Death 
benefits paid with respect to service affected by 
the new legislation are to be treated as though 
they had been lump-sum payments made at age 
65 under section 204 of the Social Security Act of 
1935 and will be subject to deduction from bene- 
fits payable under the amended Social Security 
Act. Claims which had been held in abeyance 
pending enactment of this legislation are now 
being adjudicated. 

Benefit rights of any individual under the Rail- 
road Unemployment Insurance Act for any day 
of unemployment occurring prior to the date of 
enactment of the legislation are preserved, and 
it is provided that the retroactive accrual of taxes 
shall not operate to penalize taxpayers who have 
been complying with the requirements of that act. 
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MIGRATORY LABOR 


A Report to the President by the Interdepartmental 
Committee to Coordinate Health and Welfare Activities 


Because the problems of migrants bear directly on all programs administered by the Social 
Security Board, the Bulletin makes available to its readers the recent report on migratory labor 
issued by the Interdepartmental Committee to Coordinate Health and Welfare Activities. 
The Committee, of which the Chairman of the Board is a member, also includes representatives 
of the Departments of Agriculture, the Interior, Labor, and the Treasury. 


Migratory Workers—A General View 


THE NOMAD WORKERS Of this country number mil- 
lions. The very fact that they are migrants—on 
the move in a never-ending search for work— 
makes them difficult to count. But probably 2 
million of them look to agriculture for a living and 
at least as many to industry. 

For them and for their families, constant shifting 
from place to place sets the patchwork pattern of 
life. The broken-down car piled high with meager 
belongings and the make-shift shanty-town are its 
symbols. Low wages and long gaps between jobs 
keep most of them within the lowest income group 
inthe Nation. At best they are hardly above the 
thin edge of distress, without margin for health, 
education, or other family needs. Any emer- 
gency—illness, added miles to travel—leaves them 
resourceless. Yet lack of a settled home generally 
deprives them even of such public aid as other 
families may turn to in times of want. 

In the last 10 years, depression and drought 
have aggravated—though they did not create— 
these conditions. In the early 1930’s, the bottom 
dropped out of industrial employment and drove 
many workers on to the road. In the middle 
years of the decade, the dust bowl dispossessed 
farm families from their homes. Another signif- 
icant difference is in the make-up of the migrant 
army, past and present. Where once it was 
mainly recruited from immigrant groups, its ranks 
are now filled largely by native-born Americans. 
These changes have focused widespread sympathy 
and concern upon the long standing and too long 
ignored plight of these nomad workers and their 
families. 

A third of them are children. It is they who 
suffer most and longest from the hazards of a 
migrant life. They lack the essentials of normal 
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childhood—a stable home and the sense of security 
it gives, the chance to go to school regularly, 
decent food and housing, necessary health and 
medical care. A youth so blighted offers little 
preparation or incentive for the future. Yet 
these, like other children, are citizens of tomorrow. 

The misfortunes of these migrant families are 
not confined to themselves alone. They create 
grave problems for every community into which 
they come. Nor are such communities confined 
to any one section. The industrial East and the 
Middle States, as well as the West and South- 
west, have their migrants. More than half of the 
48 States are within the constant ebb and flow of 
these seasonal waves—some as recurrent users of 
migratory labor, others as constant sources of 
supply. 

In occupations affected, the spread is as broad as 
it is geographically. Harvesting; processing and 
shipping crops; repair and maintenance of rail- 
ways; highway, bridge, and levee building; tourist 
and vacation service jobs; lumbering; sawmill and 
construction work are some of the employments 
which draw heavily upon this shifting labor army. 

Many of those who make it up travel from place 
to place over long distances working in the same 
general line, either agricultural or industrial. 
Others, covering somewhat less territory, shift 
back and forth between the two as seasonal 
demands change. A few manage to string to- 
gether a series of jobs which keep them employed 
most of the year. But for the majority, long 
spells with no job and long journeys in search 
of one are everyday hazards. 

These two patterns are basic—‘migratory” 
following of one general occupation over long 
distances and across State lines; “seasonal” 
shifting, through a variety of jobs within a rela- 











tively limited area. But since lines of movement 
cross and mingle, even these are not always 
clear-cut. In addition, these migratory and sea- 
sonal workers, habitually on the move, cannot 
always be distinguished from another large group 
—those who are moving from one place to set- 
tle more or less permanently in another. This 
was particularly evident during the pronounced 
“‘back-to-the-farm’’ movement of 1931-33. 

The uprooting of city dwellers slackened 
during the later 1930’s. But the line between 
urban-industrial migrants and agricultural mi- 
grants is never well defined. Particularly among 
unskilled workers, who make up the largest group 
of needy migrants, the alternative as between 
agriculture and industry is largely a matter of 
where there is a job and what it pays. 

With due allowance for these shiftings and 
overlappings, some idea of the combined size of 
the two major groups—migratory and seasonal— 
can be gained from the rise and fall of demand. 
Agriculture alone calls for around 3 million more 
workers at its peak than in its slack months. In 
industries with seasonal ups and downs, the curve 
is about as steep. 

Neither traveling to look for work nor shifting 
from job to job is new in this country, though in 
recent years these movements have grown in 
extent and in hazard. Behind them are long- 
term social and economic forces—increases and 
changes in population, shifts in work opportun- 
ities which have left many parts of the country 
with more men than jobs, changes in agricultural 
and industrial methods. This last is perhaps 
most important and certainly least recognized. 
Work has always fluctuated with the calendar; 
but modern methods have exaggerated this sea- 
sonal swing. Without many men while the job is 
on, large-scale harvesting or road-building would 
face disaster. But the rush is soon over—and 
then it is the men who face disaster. Because 
these causes of migratory labor are so deeply 
rooted, its problems would not be wholly solved 
even if the entire country were to achieve capac- 
ity levels of employment and production. 

As a result, a whol.» sector of the American 
people stands exposed—not to one or a few, but 
to nearly all the social and economic hardships of 
our time—among them exploitation of labor, 
unfavorable working conditions, make-shift hous- 
ing, primitive sanitation, malnutrition and illness, 
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lack of schools and of health and welfare protec. 
tion. For both the seasonal and migrant worker 
these conditions are equally bad and protection is 
equally urgent. 

But in addition, the migratory worker and his 
family have another major handicap. Moving 
across State lines, they become, in the technical 
phrase, “interstate transients.’”” To people who 
are or may at any moment be in need, this is far 
more precarious than it may sound. For it 
jeopardizes their legal residence; and in all States 
legal residence for at least a period of some months 
is one of the requirements for public aid. Public 
medical care, supported as a rule largely by local 
funds, is also usually reserved for residents. 

Lack of domicile may and does cut off inter- 
state transients from even such protection as the 
community affords. But this legal obstacle can- 
not alter the fact that these families came to the 
community honestly looking for work, often en- 
ticed by the exaggerated promises of advertising or 
of labor agents. It cannot obscure, much less 
wipe out, the realities of want and suffering. Of 
the many questions with which this report is con- 
cerned, this is perhaps the most difficult and the 
most pressing. 


Agricultural Migration 


Lettuce, strawberries, tomatoes, peaches—when 
and where these everyday luxuries are harvested 
does not often concern the family that eats them. 
To the family that picks or packs them it is the 
most important fact of existence. Some 500,000 
of these families, according to Farm Security 
Administration estimates, follow the migration 
routes from crop to crop. If they average no 
more than 3 to a family, that makes 1.5 million. 
This is roughly in line with other estimates which 
place the total at from 1 to 2 million.’ 

Their work—the harvesting, packing, and ship- 
ping of farm products—is one of the most highly 
seasonal occupations. At peak seasons it de- 
mands a labor force many times larger than that 
regularly employed. In handling perishable crops, 
this need for extra labor is immediate and pressing, 
since delay in picking and shipping means com- 
plete loss. For example: 

Twenty-six car-load lots of vegetables were 
shipped from Florida in August in one year— 


1 Ham, W. T., “The Status of Agricultural Labor,” Law and Contemporary 
Problems, Vol. IV, No. 4 (October 1937), pp. 550-572. 
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18,000 the next March. Less than 500 full-time 
hired workers were employed in the Yakima Val- 
ley of Washington in one December—more than 
32,000 demanded in September. The peak de- 
mand for labor is six times the slack in Arizona; 
about four times in California. * 

This extreme seasonal expansion draws, in part, 
upon local seasonal workers. But usually there 
are not nearly enough of them to do all the work 
required in the required time. As a result, a 
number of seasonal migration routes have gradu- 
ally been laid down: 

Fruit, truck, and berry migrations follow the 
Atlantic as well as the Pacific coasts, carrying 
workers through successive crops. The wheat 
migration moves with the ripening grain from 
Texas and Oklahoma, to the Dakotas and Canada. 
The cotton migration, especially in Texas, Arizona, 
and California, is also mainly in line with the 
successive harvestings of a single crop from place 
to place. But those who follow this line also 
look for additional employment in the citrus-fruit 
and truck-garden sections of all three States. In 
sugar beets, the movement is largely to the beet 
fields from more or less distant homes, and back 


again. 

With thousands of families on their line of 
march, these routes may seem clearly enough 
marked. But for any one family, the path is far 
from clear. It takes time to travel from job to 
job and money to provide even makeshift shelter. 
Uncertainty of work compels.ceaseless moving on 
in the effort to piece together a series of short jobs. 
Travel between jobs averaged 516 miles according 
to a recent study in California;’ for more than 
one-fourth of these workers the average was above 
1,000 miles. 

But the end of the journey does not always 
mean a job. Often the new arrival finds that too 
many have got there before him, or that a frost 
has killed the crop, or that a fall in price has de- 
stroyed with equal thoroughness the opportunity 
to work. During freezes such as the Imperial 
Valley experienced in the winter of 1936 and 1937, 
and Florida in 1939 and 1940, thousands of 
families found themselves stranded. After ex- 
hausting their resources to reach a place where 





’ Statement of Paul 8. Taylor, Senate Hearings before a Special Committee 


to Investigate Unemployment and Relief, 75th Cong., 3d sess., Vol. 1, pp. 
1157-1158, 


*U, 8. Department of Agriculture, Farm Security Administration, A 
Study of 6,855 Migrant Households in California, 1938, 1989. 


Bulletin, September 1940 


employment could be expected, they were left 
with no money and no prospects of work. 

Two and a half jobs per year; each job lasting 
about 8 weeks; median net earnings $110 in 1933 
and $124 in 1934—this was the average picture 
shown in the study of migratory labor made by 
the Works Progress Administration in those 2 
years.‘ 

In 1936 and 1937 median annual gross earnings 
of such workers ranged from $154 to $574, accord- 
ing to various studies. These levels—with their 
irregular work and low earnings—represent those 
who are successful in finding the average amount 
of employment. 

Such families probably have the worst living 
conditions of any group in the United States. 
Usually they have no homes except temporary 
roadside or ditch-bank camps, often without any 
kind of sanitary facilities or even a decent water 
supply. Ordinarily their only possessions are a 
second-hand automobile, a tent, a few blankets, 
and cooking utensils. Their children have no 
chance for education, adequate medical care, or 
normal home and community life. Accumulating 
any reserve against the gaps between jobs or the 
risk of accident and illness is completely beyond 
their reach. Malnutrition and sickness are com- 
mon among both adults and children. Though 
relatively free from chronic disease, and younger 
than the settled population, they suffer from 
about 74 percent more disabling illnesses. 

For these hundreds of thousands of families, for 
every community to which their migrations take 
them, and for the entire Nation, these problems— 
of health, relief, housing, and education—compel 
an answer. 


Industrial Migration 


Industrial migration lacks the distinctive char- 
acteristics of its counterpart in agriculture and 
therefore is even less known. For the most part, 
industrial migrants use the ordinary transporta- 
tion of day coach or bus or family car, and are 
indistinguishable from their fellow travelers. 

But the difference in “visibility” as between 
industrial and agricultural migrants should not 
obscure the basic facts: the two groups are 
equally numerous and equally widespread; they 
both stand exposed to want and both lack pro- 


4 Webb, John N., Migratory-Casual Worker, Works Progress Admipistra- 
tion, Research Monograph VII, 1937. 








tection; and the dividing line between them is by 
no means as clearly drawn as is sometimes as- 
sumed. 

The number of industrial workers crossing 
State lines each year for reasons of employment is 
between one and two millions. If it were possible 
to measure interstate movement for reasons of 
unemployment, this figure would be substantially 
higher. 

Federal old-age and survivors insurance records 
offer evidence of job movements. For 1937, the 
first year the system was in operation, 2.2 million 
out of the 30 million industrial and commercial 
workers for whom wages were reported had em- 
ployment in a State other than that in which 
their insurance account number had been issued.® 
These figures, of course, include some commuting 
between neighboring States like New Jersey and 
New York. But even with all moves between 
adjoining States eliminated, there remained up- 
ward of a million industrial workers who crossed 
at least two State lines. The following examples, 
taken from these 1937 figures, indicate the 
volume of moves which unquestionably represent 
interstate migration: 


New York to Illinois... -____--- 10,177 workers 
Illinois to New York...__-____-- 11,648 workers 
Michigan to New York___.--_-_-- 7,030 workers 


New York to Michigan_.._._.... 6,335 workers 
Massachusetts to Pennsylvania... 2,063 workers 
Pennsylvania to Massachusetts._. 3,075 workers 


In part, industrial migration represents a re- 
distribution of population as economic oppor- 
tunity expands or contracts. Large streams of 
transients from the cities were, for example, cared 
for by the Federal Emergency Relief Adminis- 
tration during 1933-1935, and there were later 
streams moving toward the Pacific Coast. 

But the great volume of this yearly movement 
is also the result, in part, of normal variations in 
the seasonal demands of industry and corre- 
sponding adjustments in the industrial labor 
market. 

When the industrial migrant requires public 
assistance, he is just as frequently and fully ex- 
cluded from existing relief systems as is the 
agricultural migrant crossing State lines in search 
of work; he is just as likely to forfeit his legal 
residence. And when this happens, he too cannot 


5 Reported by the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance of the 
Social Security Board. 
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turn for aid to the community where he happens 
to be, no matter how great his need. 

There is ample evidence that urban industria] 
migrants are often in want and do need assistance, 
The records of the Federal transient program from 
1933 through 1935 show that during this period 
about 80 percent of the single individuals and 70 
percent of the family groups aided were from 
towns and cities of 2,500 or more population, 
Equally high proportions of both groups had 
similar destinations; and by training and experi- 
ence they were preponderantly industrial workers, 
These transient relief centers were necessarily 
located in urban centers, and so were no doubt 
more accessible to this group than to rural mi- 
grants. But even so, the important fact is that, 
of the many migratory workers and families who 
are in need, probably as many are in the urban- 
industrial migrants group as in the rural-agri- 
cultural group. 

Moreover, clear-cut distinctions between agri- 
cultural and industrial migrants are frequently 
impossible. Shifting from one field to the other— 
with whatever chance of a job turns up—is an 
accepted fact. But this interchange is frequently 
confusing. An example is the West and Southwest, 
where relief officials are sometimes inclined to 
attribute demands for transient relief to agri- 
cultural migrants alone, but a closer examination 
would frequently show a sizable urban-industrial 
element. 

The unspectacular situation of these industrial 
migrants is a tribute to their capacity for main- 
taining themselves against heavy odds. Need is 
no less, however, because it remains inconspicuous. 
The Nation is hardly justified in pursuing a policy 
based on the notion that “what you don’t know 
doesn’t hurt you.” 


Particular Problems and Suggested Policies 


More General Understanding as a Basis for 
Action 


In spite of the fact that millions of American 
citizens and thousands of communities, from 
coast to coast, have a direct stake in the migratory 
labor problem, the amount of detailed information 
available is still limited. A thorough-going factual 
background is essential both in developing practical 
ways and means of attacking the problem and in 
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gaining for such measures the Nation-wide public 
support they warrant. 

Figures showing the demand, extent, and 
direction of migration are not available except for 
limited information on California. Data is now 
being gathered by a number of Federal and State 
agencies, including the Farm Security Administra- 
tion, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics of the 
Department of Agriculture, and the Bureau of 
Employment Security of the Social Security 
Board. Certain plant quarantine stations, both 
State and Federal, are also making border counts 
of families migrating by automobile. 

The Committee urges that the statistics from 
these various sources be coordinated and analyzed 
as quickly as possible in order to give an over-all 
picture of the nature and extent of the problem. 

The State labor commissioners of the eastern 
States have recently taken increasing interest in 
migratory labor. Under the sponsorship of the 
labor commissioners of Maryland, Delaware, New 
Jersey, and Virginia, a meeting was held in Balti- 
more in February 1940. Participants represented 
State health, education, agriculture, and welfare 
departments and a number of Federal agencies 
with an interest in this field. The extent and 
nature of the problem were explored, as well as 
ways and means of utilizing local, State, and 
Federal resources to attack some of the most 
urgent needs. Since this conference, the heads of 
State agencies in Maryland, Virginia, and New 
Jersey and regional representatives of Federal 
departments have conferred on a plan of action. 

The Committee recommends that such confer- 
ences be held in other groups of States, and that 
the Federal agencies concerned cooperate in every 
way to stimulate local interest and activities. A 
series of regional conferences would promote 
recognition both of the national character of the 
problem and of the contribution States and com- 
munities must make to its solution. 


Education and Welfare 


The children of migrants are a lost tribe. Be- 
cause they lack so much that goes to make up a 
normal childhood—economic security, a stable 
home, health protection, and a chance for school 
and play experience—they are a group apart from 
any community. 

The problem they bring to the schools of a com- 
munity is one of the many causes of friction 
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between migratory families and settled residents. 
Migrant life curtails regular school attendance. 
The most direct cause of this is, of course, child 
labor in the fields: if children are to be in the field 
at the beginning of the season and remain until 
the harvest is completed, they must leave school 
in the early spring—March or April—and are 
often out until November or December. Records 
of school attendance for migratory child workers, 
obtained in connection with studies of the Chil- 
dren’s Bureau, show that large numbers had not 
attended school during the preceding year, and 
many had never attended school. 

But because of frequent transfer between 
different schools and the overcrowding of local 
schools, children who are not employed are almost 
equally underprivileged. Where migratory schools 
have been set up, the allotment of State school 
funds to the county depends on the average at- 
tendance for the previous year; it is not designed 
to care for fluctuations in agricultural areas. 
Furthermore, the burden of purchasing land, con- 
structing buildings, and providing equipment 
falls upon local school districts. 

The situation with respect to welfare and 
recreational facilities parallels that in education. 
It is at least equally a problem both for the 
migratory group and for the community. 

The Committee believes that communities with 
particularly heavy transient populations should 
receive special financial assistance to enable them 
to extend educational, recreational, and welfare 
services to migrants as well as to residents. 
Federal aid to States for such welfare services 
should be conditioned upon their extension to 
both groups. 


Living Conditions and Housing (Camps, Shel- 
ters, and Colonies) 


The ditch-side camp and the make-shift squatter 
town offer the only homes that most migrant 
families know. They are deprived of decent 
housing not only by their short stay in any one 
place, but also by their lack of money. Their 
temporary jerry-built houses and dilapidated 
tents often violate all the laws of self-respect and 
privacy and all standards of hygiene and 
sanitation. 

Recognizing this appalling situation, some 
employers have made commendable efforts to 
provide decent sanitary accommodations for at 
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least part of their seasonal workers. Such efforts 
both by individuals and by associations should be 
encouraged. Privately constructed facilities 
should, however, be subject to similar safety and 
sanitary regulations as those applied to other 
residential buildings. 

For several years the Farm Security Adminis- 
tration has also been developing sanitary camps 
where migrant workers may live for a limited 
period at minimum costs. The objectives are to 
aid migrants in finding a stable base for home life, 
to restore a form of community life, and to check 
the spread of disease which is ever-present in 
squatter camps. Though such camps are of 
several types, all provide each family with a shelter 
or a platform on which to pitch its tent, and include 
various community services and facilities—a 
utility building, assembly and recreation halls, 
nursery, first-aid room, child clinic, isolation 
quarters, kitchen, laundry, and sanitary units. 
Provisions for self-government and for mutual aid 
are also maintained. 

By July 1, 1939, facilities had been provided for 
over 13,000 families, and continuing operations 
should increase capacity at the rate of about 4,000 
families a year. But since families come and go, 
the number using a camp in any single year far 
exceeds its capacity at any one time. 

A little more than $5 million was expended for 
these camps in 1939, and it is proposed to continue 
annual expenditures at this level for several years. 
By that time a string of way stations will have 
been established, which will shelter part of the 
migratory group. 

Some of these camps are almost empty for 
several weeks every year when no farm work is 
going on in the region. In order to get more 
continual use of its camp facilities, the Farm 
Security Administration has recently been experi- 
menting with portable camps, which can be moved 
from one harvest area to another with the seasons. 
Six of these mobile camps are now in operation. 

To enable at least part of the migrants to settle 
down in permanent homes, the Administration has 
also built a number of small cottages—known as 
labor homes—near some of its permanent camps. 
These houses are served by the water and sewerage 
systems of the main camp. They are rented for 
about $8 a month to families who are able to find 
year-round work on nearby farms. Each cottage 
has a small garden plot, so that the family can 


supplement its cash income by raising much of its 
own food. : 

The number of both shelters and cottages varies, 
of course, according to local conditions. But 
usually a camp with 350 shelters or tent platforms 
will have about 50 labor homes adjoining it. This 
ratio is based on long experience, which shows that 
year-round and seasonal work should be available 
in the area for approximately that number of 
both groups. 

In a further effort to help as many migrants as 
possible to set up permanent homes, a few home- 
stead projects, not connected with the camps, 
have also been built by the Farm Security 
Adininistration. 

To the Committee this program of the Farm 
Security Administration appears as one of the most 
feasible ways of meeting the problem of housing 
and living facilities for migrant families. Not only 
should it be continued; it should also be expanded 
at the present rate. 


Health and Medical Care 


Migratory workers and their families have more 
illnesses and less medical care than the rest of the 
community. The health hazards to which they 
are exposed are a menace not only to themselves 
and to their children, but also to the people and 
families with whom they come in contact all along 
their line of march. The human waste resulting 
from this lack of health protection can and must 
be stopped. 

The high proportion of disabling illness—74 per- 
cent more than in settled families—has already been 
mentioned. This is due mainly to the dispro- 
portionate number of accidents, communicable 
disease, and puerperal conditions. Women go 
through pregnancy without medical or nursing 
attention. A great many do not have a physician’s 
care at delivery, which frequently takes place with- 
out any of the facilities necessary for decency or 
safety. As a result of inadequate diet, irregular 
sleep, and the insecurity of their daily existence, 
children develop serious physical and mental 
handicaps. Exposed constantly to all the dangers 
of insanitary living conditions, these families not 
only suffer illness themselves but also menace the 
health of others. Typhoid fever, dysentery, small- 
pox, and meningitis are among the communicable 
diseases that may spread from their ranks to the 
community. 
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The establishment of sanitary camps has done 
much to check the spread of such diseases. But 
many acute health problems cannot be solved 
by thismeansalone. A recent Nation-wide survey 
shows that migrant families receive less medical 
care than even the lowest income group among 
families with a settled residence. The result has 
been much needless suffering and many preventa- 
ble deaths. 

As a step toward meeting this problem the Farm 
Security Administration in 1938 helped establish 
the Agricultural Workers’ Health and Medical 
Association. The purpose of this corporation is 
to bring medical care to destitute migrant families 
in California and Arizona. Financed by Farm 
Security Administration funds, it is operated by 
a board of directors which includes representatives 
of the California Medical Association, the State 
Relief Administration, and the State Board of 
Health. It maintains headquarters in Fresno, 
California, and 15 local offices and clinics along 
the main routes of migration. Migrant families 
with little or no money to pay for medical care 
may apply at the nearest local office of the Asso- 
ciation. First-aid is given on the spot by a 
trained nurse. Serious cases are referred to a 
clinic where a doctor is available, or to local physi- 
cians who have agreed to provide treatment at 
uniform, reduced rates. Patients are expected 
to pay as much as they can for this service, and 
many of them send in a few dollars at a time as 
they find temporary jobs and save up a little cash. 
The deficit is paid by the Association. 

This organization provides medical care that is 
not contingent on legal status as a resident. But 
it operates only in a comparatively small area. 
A Nation-wide program of health protection and 
medical care can be initiated and continued only 
through the cooperation of Federal, State, and 
local health agencies. 

The Committee believes that Federal funds 
should be made available through State and local 
agencies to assist the States in providing health 
and medical services for migrants. It recom- 
mends, specifically, that the Federal funds made 
available under titles V and VI of the Social 
Security Act for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1941, be augmented by the sums of $1 million 
and $3 million, respectively, for the purpose of 
initiating a program to provide essential medical 
care to needy interstate migrants. 
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The Committee also believes the successful 
administration of such a program demands that— 

(1) The State should participate financially in 
the program. 

(2) The program should provide both preventive 
and therapeutic services. 

(3) Federal funds should be available to all the 
States in accordance with the need for such 
grants. 

(4) The program should be applicable to all 
occupational groups of interstate migratory 
laborers. 

(5) Federal aid should be conditioned upon pro- 
vision for administration by a State agency and 
upon States meeting within 3 years specified 
Federal requirements covering length of residence 
within the State. : 

(6) Social investigation, health protection, and 
medical relief for migrants should be provided by 
the local agencies providing similar services for 
residents where such agencies exist. 


Civil Rights 
The chronic insecurity and poverty of migrant 
workers too often subject them to denials of their 
civil liberties. Their less unfortunate fellow 
citizens can protect themselves against such 
abuses, but this group is peculiarly defenseless. 
Particular attention should be directed toward 


ensuring them the civil rights to which all citizens 
are entitled. 


Employment and Working Conditions 


Regulating Interstate Operations of Private Em- 
ployment Agents.—Many seasonal industries re- 
quiring large labor forces for brief periods recruit 
their workers from a distance, often through labor- 
contractors. This is a general practice particu- 
larly in agriculture and canning, but is also com- 
mon among logging and lumbering concerns and 
resort hotels. 

The labor-contractor sometimes operates from 
an office, but more often he “carries his office 
under his hat.’’ In either case, he makes contacts 
with workers, both individuals and family groups, 
arranges for their transportation and terms of 
employment, and sometimes accompanies the 
group as a supervisor. The uncontrolled opera- 
tions of these private contractors are in great 
measure responsible for the influx of workers from 
distant points before local labor is fully employed. 


9 








This in turn gluts the labor market, depresses 
wage rates, causes pressure on local housing and 
relief facilities, and often leads to great suffering 
among the workers themselves. This practice is 
also connected with the illegal use of trucks in 
transporting workers over long distances. 

The abuses of the labor-contractor system 
which any effective regulation should reach 
include— 

(1) Misrepresentation and often gross exaggera- 
tion of available employment opportunities; mis- 
representation as to wages, hours, terms of em- 
ployment, and living conditions. 

(2) Provision of inadequate and unsafe trans- 
portation facilities which violate the regulations 
set by the Interstate Commerce Commission and 
State regulatory commissions for the protection 
of passengers. 

(3) Charging for jobs and transportation what- 
ever the traffic will bear, without a definite sched- 
ule of fees; absence of an enforceable contract 
covering charges and deductions. This is often 
the subject of complaints by employers as well as 
by workers. The labor-contractors often fleece 
both. 

Regulation of private employment agencies is 
an accepted part of State labor-legislation pro- 
grams. It has been effectively carried on by a 
large number of States. But State laws alone 
cannot control this type of labor-contractor. In 
the first place, the usual State law for the regula- 
tion of private employment agencies is aimed at 
the agency with a regular office and is intended 
to assure decent premises as well as proper recruit- 
ing practices; such a law may fail to apply to the 
labor-contractor ‘‘with his office under his hat.” 
In the second place, suck labor-contractors carry 
on interstate operations, sometimes in several 
States. 

Federal regulation of labor-contractors is, there- 
fore, indispensable. Such regulation must be 
carefully designed to correct the abuses against 
which it is directed. 

The Committee recommends the enactment of 
legislation covering the following principal points. 
The Department of Labor should be requested to 
prepare the draft bill to include— 

(1) Requirement that private employment 
agents, agencies, and labor-contractors operating 
across State lines be licensed and bonded. 

(2) Requirement that all such agents or con- 
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tractors conform in their business practices to 
certain standards set in the law, such as the fili 
of a schedule of fees with provision that no fees 
in excess of the schedule shall be permitted, and 
defining fees to include rebates and charges of 
all kinds. 

(3) Vesting enforcement and administration 
(including licensing) in the United States Depart- 
ment of Labor, with provision for the utilization 
of State labor departments so as to assure uni- 
formity in administration and close integration 
with State regulation. 

(4) Empowering the Secretary of Labor to 
make rules and regulations to carry out the 
general purposes of this legislation. 

Transportation of Workers by Truck.—It is 
recommended that the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission be asked to put into effect the provisions 
of the Motor Carriers Act of 1935, relating to 
persons engaged in transporting workers across 
State lines by truck. It is also suggested that a 
cooperative enforcement program be worked out 
among the Commission and other government 
agencies which, from their dealings with migratory 
workers, may have information about illegal 
practices. 

Strengthening the Farm Placement Service.— 
Every State in the Union now has a free public 
employment service; the Federal Government 
cooperates with the States in this program 
through the Bureau of Employment Security in 
the Social Security Board. This Bureau is re- 
sponsible for the development of the Farm Place- 
mentService. These public employment services 
should be able to supply the labor needs of 
seasonal industries, thus reducing dependence on 
private contractors. Recruitment through these 
public agencies would tend to eliminate many of 
the abuses of the present system. It would help 
to assure a more even and better controlled flow 
of labor from point to point as demands change; 
more regularity in employment; fewer labor gluts 
and shortages; and proper consideration for local 
workers before a large labor force was brought in 
from a distance. Fewer workers would be 
stranded far from their homes without resources 
or return transportation, and local labor would 
not have its rates undercut by the influx of penni- 
less outsiders. Growers would be assured & 
steady supply of labor from a reliable source. 

The Committee recommends that the Social 
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Security Board extend its farm placement service 
in cooperation with the States. This development 
should be carried on as rapidly as possible, with 
particular attention to areas where large-scale 
industrialized agriculture is practiced. 'The Com- 
mittee further recommends that sufficient funds 
to carry on this expanded service be made available 
by Congress. 

Wage Regulations.—Certain processing of agri- 
cultural commodities away from the farm, such 
as canning, packing, and ginning, are now covered 
by the Fair Labor Standards Act, though all 
farm labor is exempt. Large numbers of migra- 
tory workers are employed in these processing 
occupations. The conditions under which they 
are employed are similar to those in factories. 
These workers are, therefore, entitled to the same 
protection under existing legislation as their 
fellow workers in factory, mill, and mine. Efforts 
are being made to narrow application of the act 
and to exclude from its protection hundreds of 
thousands of these workers—though the indus- 
trialized operations in which they are employed 
cannot be considered agricultural in the strict 
sense of the word. 

The Committee feels that such exclusion would 
be serious—not only as denying protection to the 
group of workers who most need it, but also as a 
precedent for excluding other groups of industrial 
workers from the protection this law affords. If 
changes are to be considered, they should be in 
the direction of extension, rather than contraction, 
of coverage. 

Child Labor.—Many employers and contractors 
habitually make work agreements covering the 
whole of the migrant’s family. A special study of 
6,655 such families, comprising 24,425 persons,® 
showed that 35 percent were children under 15; 
the majority of them were under 10. Other 
studies of child labor in industrialized agriculture 
show that large numbers of children under 15, 
and even as young as 6 or 7, do field work on 
many kinds of crops. 

The great pressure to use children in the fields 
comes from several directions: earnings in seasonal 
agriculture are low; the family income depends on 
the number of hands it can give to the work; and 
much of what is to be done requires little skill or 
experience. But hours of work are long, and 
working conditions are hard, involving strained 
*U. S. Department of Agriculture, op. cit., p. 4. 
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posture, the carrying of heavy burdens, continuous 
exposure to extremes of temperature, and speed-up 
pressure. 

The curtailment or complete lack of schooling 
adds another handicap to the overburdened lives 
of migrant child workers (see page 7). Not only 
are State school-attendance laws often not en- 
forced for migrant children, but often there is not 
even the opportunity for school attendance. 

Agricultural child labor, including the employ- 
ment of children in industrialized agriculture, to a 
large extent is subject to neither State nor Federal 
child-labor legislation. In a few States, however, 
some progress in regulation has been made. On 
the Federal level certain minimum standards 
applying to the employment of children by growers 
of sugar beets and sugar cane were incorporated 
in the Federal Sugar Act of 1937 as a condition of 
receiving benefits under this law; and the child- 
labor provisions of the Fair Labor Standards Act 
of 1938 apply to the employment of children in 
agriculture at such periods as they are not required 
by law to attend school. 

Children of migratory workers must be protected 
from employment when they are too young; and 
during the years before they are allowed to work 
they should have the opportunities for education 
and normal growth that full physical, mental, and 
social development requires. When they reach an 
age to be employed, they should be protected from 
exploitation. They should have the same safe- 
guards against overlong hours and hazardous or 
overstrenuous employment that have been found 
essential for youthful workers in other kinds of 
full-time industrial employment. And they should 
be guaranteed a fair level of wages. 

To assure these children even a basis for proper 
education, healthful growth, and normal home life, 
legislative measures for control of child labor and 
promotion of school attendance are essential. 
These measures must be supported by public 
opinion and such community services as are 
necessary to make them effective. 

Coverage of Migratory Agricultural Workers 
Under Social Security Programs.—Migratory agri- 
cultural workers and their families as a group are 
not protected under the Social Security Act for 
one or both of two reasons: either they do not 
stay in one place long enough to establish the 
residence required for public assistance and public 
welfare and health services; or they are engaged 
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mainly in occupations which are specifically ex- 
cluded from the insurance programs. More of 
these workers are excluded today than when the 
act was first passed.’ 

The Committee deplores the present tendency 
to exclude these workers from the several social 
security programs. With respect to the grants- 
in-aid programs, it suggests that agreement, on the 
part of the States and their communities, not to 
discriminate between residents and migrants be a 
condition for granting Federal funds. It also 
urges that every effort be made to extend coverage 
to agricultural wage earners under both old-age 
and survivors insurance and unemployment 
compensation. 

On this point the Social Security Board has 
stated: ® 


The Advisory Council declared that coverage of domestic 
and agricultural employment is socially desirable and 
should be made effective by 1940. The Board, reiterating 
its conviction that coverage should be extended to ex- 
cepted groups as rapidly as is feasible, recommended 
modification of the limitations on coverage of agricultural 
labor in the belief that inclusion of large-scale farming 
operations, often of a semi-industrial character, probably 
would reduce rather than increase administrative difficul- 
ties. The Board recommended, further, that exception of 
agricultural labor and domestic service be eliminated 
eventually with allowance of reasonable time for the 
effective date. 


Relief for Migrants and Their Families 


The migration problem today is a symptom of 
economic maladjustment. On the one side, 
millions of people have been uprooted from their 
homes and from ways of life that no longer offered 
them a livelihood—without opportunity to re- 
create a stable life for themselves elsewhere. On 
the other side, industrialization, particularly in 





1 In order to qualify for Federal grants, a State plan for aid to the needy 
aged and the needy blind must not impose a longer residence requirement 
than 5 years out of the 9 immediately preceding application. But this re- 
quirement is so long as to exclude migrant workers very effectively. Prac- 
tically all the States have taken full advantage of this in their present laws. 
The Federal grants-in-aid program for aid to dependent children permits 
State residence requirements up to but not longer than 1 year. 

Pay-roll taxes (in connection with old-age and survivors insurance and 
unemployment compensation) are not collected from employers of agri- 
cultural labor, or labor engaged in packing, processing, transporting, or 
storing agricultural products. Thus those workers and their families are 
excluded from Federal old-age and survivors insurance benefits and very 
largely from State unemployment compensation laws. The Federal act was 
amended in 1939 to make these exemptions more sweeping than previously as 
& result of pressure brought by organized farm interests, and 6 States have 
written similar language into their State unemployment compensation laws. 
These are Alabama, Florida, Michigan, New York, Oregon, and Wisconsin. 

§ Fourth Annual Report, 1989, p. 8. 
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agriculture but also in other occupations, has in- 
tensified the seasonal swing of employment, 
demanding enormous labor forces at brief 
periods without providing a livelihood for the rest 
of the year. 

The only constructive long-range approach to 
this two-edged problem lies in positive preventive 
measures: to minimize inequalities of opportunity 
as between the several parts of the country—not 
only in economic life but also in public services and 
protections; to set up such safeguards as are possi- 
ble against the hazards of drought, technological 
change, cyclical unemployment, shifts in world 
market conditions, and other changing factors in 
our complex economy; to create new areas of 
economic opportunity toward which constructive 
migration may be directed; and to devise reason- 
able patterns of continuing coordinated employ- 
ment among occupations where some seasonal 
fluctuation is unavoidable. 

But there is also an immediate problem. In- 
dividuals and families whom economic pressure 
has made migrants soon exhaust their resources if 
they do not find work. And when that happens, 
they need assistance to survive. Need does not 
wait on long-term solutions. Though the search 
for a sounder basic adjustment is essential, public 
concern and provision must not lose sight of those 
who are already the casualties of our economic 
system. 

The Committee suggests two lines of approach 
to this problem: 

(1) To meet immediate emergency situations 
that have developed and will continue to develop, 
it is essential that appropriate Federal programs 
be financed and directed toward furnishing more 
effective aid to migrants. 

(2) To develop continuing provision for aid to 
migrants, it is essential to consider assistance for 
this group as part of the existing State assistance 
programs, and to gear such aid into that already 
provided by the States for their residents. Fed- 
eral cooperation in such assistance should be pro- 
vided on a grants-in-aid basis. 

Provisions for immediate aid, designed to meet 
emergency needs, both existing and anticipated, 
must be directly administered by the Federal 
Government in order to keep it as flexible as pos- 
sible and readily adaptable to changing situations. 

Existing Federal employment programs, such 
as the Work Projects Administration, the National 
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Youth Administration, and the Civilian Conserva- 
tion Corps, have no legal restrictions against the 
employment of nonresidents. But the fact that 
they are inadequate to provide employment for all 
eligible residents in a community creates a strong 
inhibition against the employment of nonresi- 
dents. ‘This is also true in a lesser degree in the 
Farm Security Administration. 

No change in law would be necessary for either 
the Work Projects Administration or the Farm 
Security Administration to organize additional 
projects for migrants. It would, however, be 
necessary to amend the Work Projects Adminis- 
tration law in respect to the expenditure of Federal 
funds for such projects in lieu of local sponsors’ 
contributions. 

Such extension of Federal services would help 
materially in meeting the immediate situation in 
relation to migrants. But it would not meet the 
need of the entire group; and it does not offer a 
satisfactory method of continuing care. 

To provide continuing aid, it seems to the 
Committee essential that a general relief category 
on a grant-in-aid basis be included in the Social 
Security Act. This provision should include re- 
quirements as to State and local administration 
similar to those now effective in other public 
assistance programs under the act. 

The necessity for both State and Federal par- 
ticipation in financing a general relief program is 
indicated by the fact that in recent years few 
communities have found it possible to meet the 
cost of local government and to finance an ade- 
quate relief program out of the chief source of 
funds available to them—the property tax. In 
many instances the inadequacy, or the absence, of 
local relief may have made it necessary for indi- 
viduals or families to leave their homes and be- 
come transients. 

It should be clearly recognized that, since the 
States would retain administrative authority, they 
should assume administrative responsibility. Un- 
der a grant-in-aid program the only sanction by 
which the Federal Government can enforce State 
administrative responsibility is the withdrawal of 
the grant in case of improper and inefficient admin- 
istration. To avoid the danger of such withdraw- 
als, the Federal law should include specific require- 
ments to be met before any grant is made; these 
requirements should be designed to ensure efficient, 
nondiscriminatory, and nonpolitical administra- 
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tion throughout the State and in all its govern- 
ment subdivisions. 

In addition to these general administrative re- 
quirements, it should be required (1) that the 
State law and its administration be such as to pre- 
vent discrimination against nonresidents in pro- 
viding general relief; and (2) that the State agency 
supervising the program have the authority and 
responsibility to grant aid directly to nonresidents, 
if local governments fail to do so. 

Because of the inadequate general assistance 
that is now being given in many States, Federal 
grants on an equal-matching basis will lead to fur- 
ther disparities and anomalies among the States. 
These can only be overcome by placing Federal 
grants to the States for general relief on a variable- 
matching basis, so that the poorer States will re- 
ceive a larger grant than the richer States. 

In proposing a system of Federal grants-in-aid 
to the States for general relief, the Committee is 
not suggesting that this is a substitute for the Fed- 
eral work programs. On the contrary, the Com- 
mittee is in entire sympathy with these programs, 
and believes that the adoption of a system of Fed- 
eral grants-in-aid to the States for general relief 
will be most helpful in making them more effective. 
A Federal-State general relief program is predi- 
cated not only upon the migrant problem but also 
upon the fact that a large proportion of the gen- 
eral relief population consists of families in which 
there are no employable persons. The provision 
of more adequate general relief will relieve the 
Federal work programs of the necessity of distort- 
ing their activities to meet the need of persons 
better cared for in another way; and it will enable 
these agencies to adjust their projects to the “em- 
ployable unemployed.” 

As an additional means of providing for those 
who may be out of work even in good times, it is 
recommended that a thorough study be made of 
the possibilities of establishing cooperatives by 
means of which the unemployed can help to pro- 
vide the essentials of life for themselves and their 
dependents. 

In concluding, the Committee wishes to state 
that this report is directed toward immediate and 
urgently needed remedies for present conditions 
among migratory workers. It is not intended to 
be a comprehensive consideration of long-range, 
fundamental solutions of the problem. Such solu- 
tions lie outside the scope of the Committee’s 
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responsibility. Instead, the Committee proposes 
the extension of programs already tested and 
proved in their value. 

It proposes that government under Federal 
initiative and leadership— 

(1) Continue to find the facts about migratory 
workers, to disseminate them widely, and to draw 
public attention to the conditions they disclose. 

(2) Continue and expand its program for im- 
proving the housing of migratory workers. 

(3) Regulate more adequately than at present 
the conditions under which migratory workers are 
recruited and employed, and assist them in guard- 
ing against future employment uncertainties. 

The Committee proposes further that the Na- 
tion and the States, under Federal leadership, 
carry to migratory workers the joint efforts al- 
ready being carried forward successfully in— 

(1) Bettering health and medical services. 

(2) Meeting the relief needs of persons unable 
adequately to help themselves. 

(3) Improving educational facilities. 

The Committee also wishes it stated that the 
report in no way implies that any of the proposed 
measures is a solution for the basic problem of 
unemployment. No relief, public works program, 
or other device for merely tiding over unemploy- 
ment offers a permanent answer to this challenge. 
There is no substitute for full-time jobs in private 
industry at adequate wages. 

Finally, all of the Committee’s recommenda- 
tions are advanced on the premise of much closer 
coordination and integration of the work of the 
several Federal and State agencies now concerned 
with migrants and their problems. 


Summary of Recommendations 


In view of the facts set forth in this report, the 
Committee recommends consideration of the fol- 
lowing suggested policies: 

Information and Public Interest—To promote 
public understanding and provide detailed infor- 
mation as a background for practical action, 
factual data from Federal and State agencies 
should be gathered and analyzed as rapidly as 
possible. A series of regional conferences of State 
and Federal officials should be held, and local 
interest and activities stimulated. 

Education and Welfare-——Communities with 
large migrant groups should be aided in extending 
educational, recreational, and welfare services to 
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migrants on the same basis as those provided for 
residents. Federal aid for such welfare services 
should be contingent upon the maintenance of 
equitable service to both groups. 

Tiving Conditions and Housing.—The Farm 
Security Administration’s camps for migratory 
agricultural workers should be continued and 
multiplied. Permanent labor homes in greater 
numbers should be provided, and garden home- 
steads should be made available by the Federal 
Government, looking to the settlement of migra- 
tory farm workers on the land. 

Health and Medical Care.—In addition to the 
health and medical services furnished by the Farm 
Security Administration as a part of its program 
listed in the preceding paragraph, Federal funds 
should be made available to the States to be used, 
together with State funds, in providing health 
and medical services—both preventive and thera- 
peutic—for migrants. Federal aid should be con- 
ditioned upon provision for administration by a 
State agency and upon States meeting within 
3 years specified Federal requirements covering 
length of residence within the State. 

Employment and Working Conditions.—(1) Leg- 
islation should be passed empowering the Federal 
Government to regulate interstate labor-contrac- 
tors. 

(2) Interstate transportation of workers by 
truck should be regulated by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and a cooperative enforcement 
program should be worked out among the Com- 
mission and other government agencies concerned. 

(3) The farm placement service should be ex- 
tended and strengthened as rapidly as possible in 
the interest of both seasonal employers and migra- 
tory workers. Federal funds for this purpose 
should be made available. 

(4) Migratory workers should continue to have 
the protection of the Fair Labor Standards Act 
wherever it is now applicable to them. If any 
changes in this law are considered, they should be 
in the direction of extending—rather than con- 
tracting—its coverage. 

(5) Children of migratory workers should be 
protected from employment too young, and after 
they reach working years they should have the 
same safeguards as youthful workers in full-time 
industrial employment. The full support of 
public opinion and community services is neces- 
sary to make these protections effective. 
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(6) The protection of the social security pro- 
grams should be extended to migratory workers: 
in public assistance, by uniform and less restric- 
tive standards of State residence; in the insurance 
programs—old-age and survivors insurance and 
unemployment compensation—by extension of 
coverage to agricultural wage earners. 

Relief for Migrants and Their Families.—To 
meet immediate emergency situations, appropriate 
Federal programs such as the Work Projects 
Administration and Farm Security Administra- 
tion should be financed and directed toward 
furnishing more effective aid to migratory workers. 
To provide for a continuing program of aid for 
this and other groups, a general relief program 
should be established on a Federal-State basis, 
Federal funds being made on a “variable-grants”’ 
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basis under administrative provisions similar to 
those provided in the public assistance programs 
under the Social Security Act and with added 
safeguards to prevent discrimination against 
migratory workers. 

The suggestions are premised upon closer work- 
ing relationships and better coordination among 
Federal and State agencies with responsibilities 
in the several fields involved. 

In making these suggestions, the Committee 
recognizes that no public service or protection 
is a substitute for adequate job opportunities. 
While it believes the steps indicated are urgently 
needed, it urges also that continued study and 
effort be devoted to meeting the basic economic 


problems in which these and other immediate needs 
are rooted. 
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WHO ARE THE PEOPLE RECEIVING AID TO THE BLIND 
AND HOW MUCH ASSISTANCE ARE THEY RECEIVING? 


ANNE E. GEDDEs * 


AT PRESENT in the 43 States administering pro- 
grams for aid to the blind under the Social Security 
Act, 46,500 needy blind persons are receiving 
assistance payments amounting to more than $1 
million a month. Who are these people? How 
do they differ in age and race from the total blind 
population? How many of them are living in 
rural areas and how many in cities? How many 
of them were receiving or benefiting from any 
other type of aid before they were accepted for aid 
to the blind? How much assistance are they re- 
ceiving individually, and what other income do 
they have? What are their living arrangements? 
How many are living in households which receive 
other forms of aid? How many are likely to go 
off the rolls because of improvement or restoration 
of sight or for other reasons? 

Some light is shed on these and other questions 
by the social-data reports submitted by 42 States 
to the Social Security Board for the fiscal year 
1938-39. The reports supply information on 11,- 
200 persons accepted for aid to the blind and on 
6,300 persons for whom aid was discontinued dur- 
ing that year.' 

In this brief paper it is not possible to discuss 
differences in the characteristics of the needy blind 
in the several States or in the adequacy of the aid 
which they are receiving. In both these respects 
there are substantial differences among the States. 
These differences reflect fundamental variations in 
the characteristics of the blind population itself, in 
the eligibility requirements of State plans, in costs 
and standards of living, and in the willingness and 
ability of States to support programs for aid to the 
blind or other programs for the blind. 

Despite its well-known inadequacies, the 1930 
Federal census of the blind? affords a basis for 
some rough comparisons of the persons accepted 


*Bureau of Research and Statistics, Division of Public Assistance Re- 
search. Paper given at the National Conference of Social Work, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., May 27, 1940. 

1 For information concerning recipients of aid to the blind accepted during 
the fiscal year 1937-38, see Lynch, John M., and Schumacher, Elizabeth 8., 
“Recipients Accepted for Aid to the Blind in 1937-38,’’ Social Security Bui- 
letin, Vol. 2, No. 11 (November 1939), pp. 11-23. 

3U. 8. Bureau of the Census, The Blind and Deaf-Mutes in the United 
States, 1930, p. 2. 
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for aid to the blind with the total blind population, 
In age and race, the group of recipients of aid to the 
blind differs notably from the total blind popula- 
tion enumerated in 1930. 


Age 


Under the Social Security Act needy blind per- 
sons of all ages are eligible for aid to the blind, 
In comparison with the census, however, there is 
marked underrepresentation on the assistance rolls 
of blind persons under 20 and over 65 years of age, 
with overrepresentation of those in the interven- 
ing years. 

The underrepresentation of boys and girls in 


_the program for aid to the blind may be explained 


at least in part by the fact that many blind chil- 
dren are cared for in schools for the blind, where 
they receive special instructions; under the Social 
Security Act, Federal funds may not be used for 
payments to residents of public institutions. 
Thirty States have established a minimum re- 
quirement for aid to the blind of 16, 17, 18, 21, or 
over 21 years of age. On the other hand, in three 
States—Connecticut, South Carolina, and North 
Carolina—9, 11, and 31 percent, respectively, of 
the persons accepted for aid to the blind in 1938-39 
were under 21 years of age. 

The prevalence of blindness is highest among 
aged persons. There are, however, two special 
types of public assistance for which the aged blind 
may be eligible—old-age assistance and aid to the 
blind. Many aged blind persons are receiving old- 
age assistance, and this is the principal reason for 
underrepresentation of persons 65 years of age and 
over in the program for aid to the blind. Only one 
State—Ohio—has established a maximum age for 
aid to the blind—65 years. Some other States, 
however, do not accept any applicants for aid to 
the blind who are eligible for old-age assistance, 
and in some instances aged blind persons whose 
blindness is attributed to senility are accepted only 
for old-age assistance. On the other hand, some 
States transfer persons from the aid to the blind 
program at age 65, if they are eligible for old-age 
assistance. 
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These practices raise some interesting questions: 
Are aged blind persons transferred from aid to the 
blind to old-age assistance or accepted for old-age 
assistance in preference to aid to the blind because 
they can receive more adequate care under the 
old-age assistance program or because of limita- 
tions of funds available for aid to the blind? One 
State indicates that aged blind persons are given 
old-age assistance rather than aid to the blind in 
order to save the expense of eye examinations. In 
Massachusetts, which transfers eligible blind per- 
sons to old-age assistance at age 65, the maximum 
payment for aid to the blind is $30, but there is no 
maximum for old-age assistance. 


Race 


The prevalence of blindness is higher among 
Negroes than among white persons, according to 
the 1930 census of the blind. Blindness is, of 
course, frequently associated with low standards 
of nutrition and hygiene and lack of needed medi- 
cal care, which are more common among Negroes 
than among whites. Of the persons accepted for 
aid to the blind in 1938-39, Negroes constituted 
23 percent, whereas in 1930, in the same group 
of States, Negroes comprised 16 percent of the 
total blind population. From 50 to 70 percent 
of the persons added to the rolls in 1938-39 in 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Maryland, Mis- 
sissippi, and South Carolina were Negroes. 


Residence 


In order to make provision for eye examinations, 
instruction at home or in school, and medical 
care to conserve or improve vision, it is important 
to know where applicants and recipients of aid 
. to the blind are living and whether medical and 
educational facilities are accessible to them. Of 
the needy blind persons accepted for aid in 
1938-39, 22 percent were living in large cities of 
100,000 or more population, 29 percent were 
_ living in cities of from 2,500 to 100,000 popula- 
tion, 28 percent were living on farms, and 21 
percent were living in rural areas but not on farms. 
In Alabama, Mississippi, South Carolina, Vir- 
ginia, and West Virginia, 70 percent or more of all 
persons added to the rolls in 1938-39 were living 
in rural areas. 


Previous Assistance 


About half the persons accepted for aid to the 
blind in 1938-39 were transferred to this program 
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from other welfare programs: 43 percent had 
received or benefited from some other type of aid 


within 30 days prior to investigation for aid to the 
blind, and an additional 7 percent within 2 years. 
The most common form of aid previously received 
was general relief; in some instances, however, 
the general relief may have been granted only 
pending determination of eligibility for aid to the 
blind. Negligible numbers of blind persons were 
shifted to the program from almshouses or other 
institutions. About half the persons accepted for 
aid to the blind either were newcomers to the wel- 


fare rolls or had not been on the rolls within 2 
years. 


Amounts of Assistance 


How much is the monthly assistance given to 
the blind, and how adequate is this assistance? 
We know the amount of the payments, but unfor- 
tunately we cannot give a satisfactory answer as 
to their adequacy. The amounts of assistance 
approved for the persons added to the rolls in 
1938-39 ranged from $1 to $65 a month; half of the 
persons accepted were to receive between $13 and 
$30. The median payment was $20. The level 
of payments varies enormously from State to 
State; in California the median payment was 
$50, in Mississippi $6. 

The assistance payment does not necessarily 
represent the entire income of the blind person 
who receives it. According to the social-data 
reports, 78 percent of the recipients had no regular 
income other than the assistance payment. 
Twenty-two percent were receiving some other 
regular income: 12 percent had some income from 
relatives and friends; 5 percent, from earnings 
in sheltered employment, self-employment, or 
other employment; and 5 percent, net income 
from real property, sale of farm produce, or other 
sources. 

It should not be concluded that even those 
blind persons with no other regular income lived 
solely on the assistance payment. Some of them 
doubtless had resources which did not produce 
money income, such as homesteads. Further- 
more, 85 percent of them were living in household 
groups: 15 percent with husband or wife only; 23 
percent with husband or wife and others; 39 per- 
cent with relatives, not a husband or wife; and 
8 percent with nonrelatives. The assistance 
payment to persons living in household groups 
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may be intended to cover the needs of the family 
or of the blind individual only, depending on the 
budgeting practices of the public assistance 
agency. Of tbe 15 percent not living in house- 
hold groups, 2 percent were living in private 
institutions, and 13 percent were living alone. 

More information is needed concerning the 
amounts and types of income of households with a 
member on the assistance rolls. We know, how- 
ever, that about one-fourth of the persons accepted 
for aid to the blind were in households which were 
to receive other public or private aid simultane- 
ously with the grant of aid to the blind: 8 percent 
were in households getting general relief, 7 percent 
in households receiving old-age assistance, 6 per- 
cent in households with a member employed on a 
Work Projects Administration project, and about 
4 percent in households receiving some other form 
of aid or another grant of aid to the blind. 


Recipients Dropped From Rolls 


So far, discussion has been limited to the persons 
accepted for aid to the blind. Of equal interest 
are those for whom aid is discontinued. In 
1938-39, for every 100 persons added to the 
rolls, 56 were dropped. What are the circum- 
stances resulting in the discontinuance of aid? 
According to the reports, of the 6,300 persons for 
whom aid was discontinued, 8 percent were 
dropped because vision was improved or restored; 
11 percent became self-supporting for reasons 
other than the improvement or restoration of 
sight; relatives or friends assumed the support of 
an additional 11 percent; 8 percent were ad- 
mitted to institutions; and 39 percent had died. 
The remainder were dropped for a variety of 
other reasons. 
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Information Needed in the Future 

For better understanding of the people receiving 
aid to the blind and of their need for supplemental 
services, further facts should be available. Of the 
people on the rolls, how many are totally blind? 
For those with some vision, what is the extent of 
impairment? How many have limited peripheral 
vision? What are the underlying causes of the 
eye conditions, and what are the sites and types of 
affection? For how many persons is medical or 
surgical care recommended to conserve or improve 
vision? How long have the people on the rolls 
been blind? Such facts need to be related to age, 
race, sex, and residence as a basis for planning 
programs for teaching Braille and providing voca- 
tional and other instruction and as the basis for 
providing medical and hospital care for conserving 
and improving vision. 

Fortunately in another year such data will be 
available according to a uniform plan for many 
States. The Division of Public Assistance Re- 
search of the Social Security Board has completed 
plans for a study of the causes of blindness of 
recipients of aid to the blind, to be made volun- 
tarily in certain States administering programs for 
aid to the blind. This study is based on the classi- 
fication of the causes of blindness compiled by the 
Committee on Statistics of the Blind of the 
National Society for the Prevention of Blindness 
and the American Foundation for the Blind; 
material in the manual of the Committee is being 
utilized. Because of the Committee’s work the 
way is paved for obtaining facts which should lead 
to more intelligent planning for supplemental 
services for recipients of aid to the blind and other 
blind persons and for further measures for the 
prevention of blindness. 
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ADEQUACY OF BENEFIT DURATION IN MICHIGAN, 
1938-39: A Survey of Experience in a Minor Depression 


Paut L. STANCHFIELD* 


This study of benefit recipients in Michigan measures the adequacy of benefit payments in 
terms of their duration. An early issue of the Bulletin will carry a supplementary study of 
benefit recipients in Wayne County, Michigan, which includes the Detroit area. This study 
will analyze the extent to which those who exhausted their benefit rights remained unemployed 
and received supplementary relief. It is hoped that additional analyses of benefit-payment 
experience in other States may be presented in subsequent issues. 


DvuRING THE PAST YEAR, as the initial administra- 
tive problems of unemployment compensation 
agencies in most States have been substantially 
overcome, interest has been increasingly focused 
on basic questions which affect the future direc- 
tion of the program. The existence in many 
States of rapidly growing reserves, which have 
resulted from a continued excess of collections 
over current benefit payments, has called forth 
conflicting proposals for reduction in contribution 
rates and increases in the scale and duration of 
benefits. A decision as to the wisdom of pursuing 
either course must depend on an examination of 
benefit experience to determine how successfully 
the unemployment compensation system is achiev- 
ing the objectives for which it was created. 
Although there is much controversy over the 
exact objectives and proper scope of unemploy- 
ment compensation, it is possible to outline 
certain tests which may be applied in measuring 
the adequacy of benefits. Benefit payments are 
presumably designed to furnish income to nor- 
mally employed workers whose employment has 
been involuntarily interrupted, without compelling 
them to exhaust their savings and credit and 
without forcing them to go through the process 
of obtaining relief based on proof of need. To 
be adequate, therefore, benefits should continue 
for a sufficiently long period to cover the interval 
between jobs (or between lay-off and rehiring) for 
those beneficiaries who may be expected to obtain 
employment before joining the great pool of the 
long-time unemployed. The extent to which in- 
dividuals exhaust their benefit rights before being 
reemployed is therefore an important measure of 
adequacy. The significance of benefit exhaustion 


*Chief, Research, Statistics and Planning Section, Michigan Unemploy- 
ment Compensation Commission. 
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depends, of course, on the nature of post-exhaus- 
tion experience, specifically, whether beneficiaries 
remain unemployed and the extent to which they 
are subsequently forced to apply for relief.' 


Adequacy may also be tested in terms of the 
size of the weekly benefit payments, which pre- 
sumably should be large enough to constitute a 
real addition to family resources and to preclude, 
in most cases, the need for supplementary relief. 
Available data indicate that this type of inade- 
quacy has not been of major importance in Michi- 
gan, although it looms large in certain States.” 

The present study deals with benefit duration 
in a State in which excess reserves have not accu- 
mulated. In the fizst year of benefit-payment 
experience (July 1938—June 1939), payments from 
the Michigan unemployment compensation fund 
exceeded collections by more than $18.7 million, 
and despite the more favorable employment situa- 
tion during 1939-40 the fund remains below the 
level which existed when benefits began.* Only a 
few other States have had experience indicating 
an equally precarious financial future. There is 
some evidence, however, that many of the States 
which have been accumulating increased reserves 
have done so largely because of provisions in their 
laws which tend to prevent large numbers of 
claimants from qualifying for benefits, or result 
in the payment of benefits in extremely small 


1 The detailed study of benefit recipients in Wayne County, Michigan, 
made jointly by the Social Security Board and the Michigan Unemployment 
Compensation Commission, will present data gathered from a check of relief 
records of individuals exhausting benefits and information concerning the 
dates of their subsequent reemployment in covered industry. 

2 For the proportion of Detroit households concurrently receiving relief 
and unemployment benefits, see ‘‘Public Assistance Statistics for Urban 
Areas,” carried monthly in the Bulletin. 

2 On June 30, 1939, 1 year after benefits became payable, funds available 
for benefits were 29.7 percent below the total available on July 1, 1938. On 
June 30, 1940, such funds were still 5.4 percent below that total. 
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weekly amounts or for relatively short durations.‘ 

Under conditions prevailing in Michigan during 
1938 and 1939, the benefit provisions of the 
Michigan law have furnished larger benefit 
amounts, and benefits over a longer period, than 
were provided by most States during their first 
year of benefit experience. This situation may be 
attributed not only to employment and unem- 
ployment conditions but also to the provision of 
the Michigan law adjusting the benefit formula 
for claimants whose benefit years began July 1, 
1938. The law defined base period as the “first 
8 of the last 9 completed calendar quarters imme- 
diately preceding the first day of the individual’s 
benefit year.” Since wage records were available 
for only 3 base-period quarters (i. e., July 1937- 
March 1938) when benefits became payable, the 
"(ies Oman, Daniel, and Bloom, Marvin, “Notes on Adequacy of Un- 


employment Compensation,” Social Security Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 1 (January 
1940), pp. 6-9. 


law provided that ‘total wages earned during the 
base period” should be computed as 8 times the 
total of the claimant’s wages during the 3 bage- 
period quarters divided by 3. In other words, 
this provision was designed to give all claimants 
the equivalent of rights based on earnings in a ful] 
8-quarter base period. 

Although the Michigan provisions apparently 
represent the maximum which can be provided 
with the existing contribution rate, the data pre- 
sented here suggest that the duration of benefits 
was insufficient to cover the entire unemployment 
period experienced by a large proportion of 
beneficiaries in the first benefit year. 


Period Covered by the Study 
The data cover 55,260 workers, comprising ¢ 
20-percent sample of beneficiaries whose first 


compensable week, i. e., the first week for which 
they received benefits, was in July, August, or 


Table. 1—Distribution of Michigan beneficiaries,' percent of covered workers receiving benefit rights, and exhaustion 
ratios,’ by industries, benefit year ended June 30, 1939 
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1 Based on a sample selected at random from approximately 280,000 
beneficiaries of oe hme compensation in Michigan whose benefit 
year ended a 30, 1 


2 Represents percent of beneficiaries who exhausted benefit rights. 
+ Base includes less than 100 cases. 
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September 1938. All these individuals had a 
benefit year ending June 30, 1939.6 The industrial 
composition of the sample,* which is almost iden- 
tical with the industrial distribution for the uni- 
verse from which the sample was taken, indicates 
that 33,452 workers, or more than 60 percent, 
had been last employed in automobile manu- 
facturing (table 1). More than half of the 
remaining beneficiaries had been last employed 


«5 RE 

‘ Approximately 280,000 beneficiaries, representing about 67 percent of all 
claimants who received benefits during the first year that benefits were pay- 
able, completed their first compensable week in the calendar quarter July- 
September 1938. Since the Michigan law provided that the benefit year for 
any individual should be ‘‘the 4 consecutive calendar quarters beginning with 
the calendar quarter which contains the week with respect to which benefits 
are first payable to him,” the benefit year for all these individuals would 
begin July 1, 1938, and end June 30, 1939. 

‘The industrial distribution for claimants whose benefit year began in 
July 1938 is somewhat different from the distribution for groups whose benefit 
years began in October 1938, January 1939, and April 1939, since automobile 
workers made up a smaller proportion of the total in the later periods. Never- 
theless, since more than 67 percent of the first payments in the first year of 
Michigan’s benefit-payment experience were made to individuals whose 
benefit year ended on June 30, 1939, the group covered by this study is fairly 
representative of recipients for the entire year. 


in other durable-goods manufacturing, principally 
in the iron and steel industry, nonelectrical ma- 
chinery manufacturing, electrical machinery manu- 
facturing, nonferrous-metal manufacturing, and 
finished-lumber manufacturing—primarily furni- 
ture. The number of workers from other indus- 
trial groups was relatively small. 

Benefit payments began at the trough of a 
short but severe recession. Employment in 
covered industries dropped from 1,279,000 in Oc- 
tober 1937 to 991,000 in January 1938, and to 
a low of 834,000 in July 1938, the month when 
benefits became payable. Employment rose only 
slightly in August, but thereafter it rose sharply 
to 935,000 in September, 1,008,000 in October, and 
1,051,000 in December 1938. The net decline 
from October 1937 to July 1938 was 34.8 percent, 
while almost exactly half this loss was recovered 
by the end of the year (table 2). The rapid re- 
covery during the first few months of benefit pay- 


Table 2.—Fluctuations in employment in industries covered by the Michigan unemployment compensation 
law, during specified periods of 1937-38, by industries 
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1 Net increase from J = 1938 to December 1938 as percent of net decline from 


1937 maximum to July 1938 
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ments indicates a situation in which a large number 
of beneficiaries were rapidly reemployed before 
exhausting benefit rights. 

The industrial composition of the benefit 
population and the relative amount of benefit 
exhaustion among workers from various industries 
were markedly affected by differences in the 
depth of the decline from the 1937 peak in various 
industries, and by differences in the relative rate of 
recovery in the last 6 months of 1938. While the 
decline for all industries was 34.8 percent, for 
automobile manufacturing it was 59.8 percent; 
for iron and steel, 49.3 percent; and for electrical 
machinery manufacturing, 48.3 percent. The 
only other individual industry groups in which 
the decline was greater than that for the State as 
a whole were construction, with a decline of 41.8 
percent, textile manufacturing, 36 percent, basic 
lumber, 42.7 percent, and nonferrous metal, 39.0 
percent. 

For nearly all other industries the decline in em- 
ployment was much less severe. The drop from 
the 1937 peak was between 15 and 20 percent in 
the mining and quarrying and nondurable-goods 
manufacturing industries, and in trade, service in- 
dustries, and professional services; and less than 10 
percent in communication, utilities, and finance, 
insurance, and real estate. Transportation regis- 
tered a decline of about 25 percent. Declines 
slightly less than the rate for the State, but above 
20 percent, occurred in finished-lumber, rubber, 
and nonelectrical machinery manufacturing. 

In view of these variations in the amount of 
fluctuation among industrial groups, it would be 
expected that benefit recipients from the auto- 
mobile and other industries which suffered sharp 
declines in employment would represent a larger 
proportion of the total working force of these in- 
dustries than was the case in nondurable-goods 
manufacturing and the various other industries 
which had suffered relatively minor declines. Data 
on the number of benefit recipients per 100 covered 
werkers (table 1) indicate that this was the case. 
In the industries in which sharp declines occurred, 
the bulk of the beneficiaries were presumably a 
part of the regular labor force of the industry and 
thus could be expected to have both substantial 
benefit rights and good prospects of reemployment. 
Where the decline was slighter, on the other hand, 
many benefit recipients were undoubtedly mar- 
ginal or intermittent workers, who would be likely 
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to have restricted benefit rights and less prospect 
of quick reemployment. These expectations are 
confirmed by the fact that the exhaustion ratio’ 
was generally lowest in those industries which 
had a large number of benefit recipients per 100 
covered workers, while high exhaustion ratios were 
found in industries which had a small number 
of recipients per 100 covered workers. The ratio 
of exhaustion was, of course, also affected by the 
extent of recovery during the last half of 1938. 


Proportion of Beneficiaries Exhausting Benefit 
Rights 


The exhaustion of benefit rights within the bene- 
fit year indicates the probable existence of a period 
of unemployment, whether short or long, during 
which the protection of the insurance system was 
not available. A high proportion of exhaustions 
may therefore be taken as definite evidence of in- 
adequacy in the duration of benefits, since even 
the 16-week maximum is well within the period of 
short-time unemployment against which unem- 
ployment compensation is designed to protect 
workers. Nearly half (45.8 percent) of the bene- 
ficiaries covered by the study exhausted their bene- 
fit rights before being reemployed. The exhaus- 
tion ratio was considerably higher among women 
(61.9 percent) than among men (42.9 percent). 
This difference results in part from the fact that 
a larger proportion of women workers are em- 
ployed only in intermittent and temporary jobs; 
thus they qualify for a shorter duration of bene- 
fits and are less likely to be steadily employed dur- 
ing the benefit year. At least in part, however, 
the difference was due to the fact that relatively 
few women are employed in the automobile indus- 
try, in which the exhaustion ratio for both men 
and women was much lower than the State ratio, 
whereas they form a relatively large part of the 
labor force in such industries as trade and service, 
in which the exhaustion ratios for both men and 
women were high. 

The exhaustion ratios as computed were un- 
questionably much lower than they would have 
been if benefits had been payable in January 
rather than July 1938, since a large amount of 
uncompensated unemployment was experienced 
by many beneficiaries in the first half of the year. 


1The term “exhaustion ratio” is used, for purposes of brevity, to indicate 
the percentage of all beneficiaries in the specified benefit year, or in a given 
class of beneficiaries, who exhausted their benefit rights. 
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Table 3.—Number of industries with 100 persons or 
more, and less than 100 persons, receiving unemploy- 
ment benefits in Michigan,' by exhaustion ratio? 
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1 See table 1, footnote 1. 2 See table 1, footnote 2. 


In the special study of beneficiaries in the Detroit 
area, the amount of “uncompensated” unem- 
ployment before benefits became payable was 
computed from the date on which the worker was 
separated from his last covered employment. 
This study indicated that 43 percent of the men 
and 53 percent of the women who did not actually 
exhaust benefits would have done so if weeks of 
unemployment occurring before July 1 had been 
available for waiting-period credit or as compen- 
sable weeks. If such“ potential’ exhaustions were 
added to the number of cases in which benefits 
were actually exhausted, the exhaustion ratios 
would be 68 percent for men and 80 percent for 
women. Comparable ratios would probably be 
obtained for the State as a whole, under the same 
assumptions. There is also some evidence that 
many beneficiaries who did not actually exhaust 
benefit rights failed to apply for their final benefit 
check, which represented only a fraction of the 
usual benefit amount, although they remained 
unemployed long enough to have exhausted their 
benefits (see p. 26). Throughout the following 
discussion, however, the actual exhaustion ratios 
are used. 

In evaluating the significance of the exhaustion 
ratio, it is important to know whether exhaus- 
tion occurred early or late in the benefit year. 
Exhaustion near the end of the year would not 
necessarily indicate a serious problem of inade- 
quacy, since the claimant could presumably 
qualify for additional benefits in the near future. 
The data on Detroit beneficiaries, who comprise 
over half of the State total, make it clear that 
most exhaustions occurred relatively early in the 
benefit year, leaving a period of several months 
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in which the individual might have been unem- 
ployed without having the protection of the 
insurance system. More than 80 percent of those 
whose benefits were exhausted drew their last - 
check at least 4 months before they could qualify 
for a new benefit year, i. e., in February 1939 or 
earlier. More than 70 percent had at least 6 
unprotected months after exhaustion occarred, 
and nearly 19 percent had at least 8 unprotected 
months. 


Inter-Industry Variations in Exhaustion Ratio 


A comparison of the exhaustion experience of 
beneficiaries in different industries indicates the 
characteristics of the workers for whom the exist- 
ing benefit provisions proved most inadequate dur- 
ing the period covered by the study. It also 
provides a basis for measuring the relationship be- 
tween the data on exhaustion of benefits and in- 
dependent data on employment trends in various 
industries ; from these data estimates might be made 
of the adequacy of alternative duration provisions 
under similar conditions, or at different stages of 
the business cycle.® 

There were significant differences in the exhaus- 
tion ratios among workers classified by industry of 
last employment (table 1). Automobile workers, 
with a ratio of 33.1 percent, showed the least 
tendency to exhaust their rights. Exhaustion 
ratios above 80 percent were found in 6 of the 40 
industry groups which had 100 or more cases in 
the sample (table 3), as well as in several smaller 
industries. The highest ratio (88 percent) was in 
apparel manufacturing, a highly seasonal indus- 
try, while several of the other industries with high 
ratios have definite seasonal characteristics—basic 
lumber manufacturing; clay, glass, and stone 
manufacturing; and food manufacturing (table 1). 
Apart from the automobile industry the lowest 
exhaustion ratios were found in rubber manu- 
facturing, which in Michigan is predominantly the 

* Comparison of the exhaustion experience of beneficiaries from different 
industries also yields some rather significant data bearing on the validity of 
certain types of “experience-rating” provisions which disregard the duration 
of an individual worker’s unemployment. It is sometimes held that when a 
worker has once become unemployed and receives benefits his prospects of 
reemployment depend on the general state of the labor market, and that his 
previous employer’s liability should have no relation to the duration of his 
unemployment. A demonstrated relationship between industry of last em- 
ployment and the tendency to exhaust benefits would seem to indicate that 
experience-rating systems which ignore the duration of unemployment may 
operate to give an arbitrary advantage to employers in those industries in 
which long spells of unemployment prevail, and result in excessively heavy 


charges against employers whose workers tend to draw benefits for a short 
period only. 
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Table 4.—Number and percentage distribution of Michigan beneficiaries | with specified weekly benefit amounts, 
by number of full weeks of potential duration 
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1 See table 1, footnote 1. 


manufacture of automobile tires; in textiles, and 
in railway and other transportation. 

Many of the principal industrial divisions—in- 
cluding mining and quarrying, construction, non- 
durable-goods manufacturing, trade, and service 
industries—had exhaustion ratios between 65 and 
69.9 percent. The ratio for durable-goods manu- 
facturing (except automobiles) was about 64 per- 
cent; for finance, insurance, and real estate it was 
73 percent. The only industrial divisions with 
ratios below 60 percent were automobile manufac- 
turing and transportation; a ratio above 75 per- 
cent was found only in the group of miscellaneous 
industries. 

In most of the nonautomotive industries, the 
exhaustion ratios tended to cluster around the 
nonautomotive ratio of 65 percent. This general 
clustering is indicated in table 3, which shows that 23 
of the 40 industry groups which covered at least 100 
cases in thesample had exhaustion ratios between 60 
and 75 percent, and that 18 of the 26smallerindustry 
groups had ratios between 60 and 80 percent. 

In order to interpret the variations among in- 
dustries shown in table 3, it will be useful to 
examine data on the employment fluctuations 
which occurred in these industries in 1937 and 1938 
(table 2). As has been noted, the average decline 
in employment from the highest month in the last 
half of 1937 to July 1938 was approximately 35 
percent, though the decline ranged from 60 per- 
cent for the automobile industry to 5 percent in 
finance and related industries. From July through 
December 1938 there was an average recovery 
equal to half the decline from the 1937 peak, 
though a few industries experienced further de- 
clines, and a recovery of 40 percent or more 
occurred only in seven industry groups: automo- 
biles, iron and steel, nonferrous metals, textiles, 
paper, rubber, and trade. 
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Despite certain exceptions, the lowest exhaus- 
tion ratios were found in industries which had ex- 
perienced a sharp decline followed by a sharp 
rise; examples are automobile manufacturing, tex- 
tiles, rubber, nonferrous metals, and transpor- 
tation. Similarly, the highest exhaustion ratios 
were in industries which experienced a relatively 
slight decline from 1937 to 1938, or failed to make 
any substantial recovery during the last half of the 
latter year. In a few industries, such as construc- 
tion, food manufacturing, apparel manufacturing, 
utilities, and finance, employment in December 
1938 was actually lower than in July. 


In general, these data indicate that high and 
low exhaustion ratios reflect differences in the em- 
ployment trend of the industries in which the 
claimant had last been employed.’ The data 
appear, in addition, to establish the fact that an 
individual’s prospect of reemployment before his 
benefits are exhausted is dependent on employ- 
ment trends in the industry which furnishes his 
usual employment, and relatively independent of 
general trends in other industries. Thus, workers 
in certain industries which are definitely seasonal 
in character, such as construction, apparel manu- 
facturing, and some divisions of the food-manufac- 
turing group, will apparently experience relatively 
prolonged unemployment even in normal years. 

As previously mentioned, with very few excep- 
tions the exhaustion ratio tends to be low for 
industries in which there was a high ratio of benefit 
recipients to covered workers, and vice versa (see 
table 1). The low exhaustion ratio for the auto- 
mobile industry is not, from some points of view, 
very convincing evidence that present duration 
provisions are adequate even for this group of 


* These employment trends affect the claimant's base-period experience 
and hence his weekly benefit amount and potential duration of benefits, a8 
well as his prospects of reemployment. 
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workers. Since nearly 45 percent of the industry’s 
workers drew benefits in the benefit year ended 
June 30, 1939, an exhaustion ratio of 33 percent 
means that 15 percent of the workers in the in- 
dustry, or more than 55,000 individuals, ex- 
hausted their benefits before being reemployed. 
Thus the number of exhaustions per 100 covered 
workers—which is a measure of the proportion of 
employees who experience unemployment which 
is not compensated under existing provisions of 
the law—was actually much higher for this in- 
dustry than for nonautomotive industries. The 
total for the latter, with about 14 benefit recipients 
per 100 covered workers and an exhaustion ratio 
of 65 percent, would represent about 10 exhaus- 
tions per 100 covered workers. 

The general tendency toward higher exhaus- 
tion ratios among women, already noted, was 
found in nearly every industry. In 15 of the 19 
industry groups which contained at least 100 
workers of each sex, the exhaustion ratio for 
women was at least 5 percent higher than for men, 
and there were only two groups (rubber manufac- 
turing and nonelectrical machinery) in which the 
ratio for women was slightly lower. The largest 
differences between exhaustion ratios for men and 
women (over 10 percent) were in automobiles, 
textiles, nonferrous metals, electrical machinery, 
iron and steel, and paper manufacturing. 


Relationship Between Potential Duration and 


Exhaustion of Benefits 


The Michigan law, like that of most other 
States, provides for a variable maximum duration 
of benefits, controlled by the amount earned by 
the claimant in his base period. During the 
benefit year covered by the study, maximum 
benefits could not exceed one-third of the amount 
of the 3-quarter base-period earnings (see p. 20) 
and were further subject to an absolute maximum 
limit of 16 times the weekly benefit amount.” 
The potential benefits established in Michigan, 
however, were distinctly higher than those afforded 
in 1938 by many other States, which limited 
benefits to one-sixth or one-eighth of earnings in 
a base period which nominally included 6 or 8 
quarters, but for which wage credits were available 
for only 3 or 4 quarters when benefits began. 

" The distribution of claimants by weeks of potential benefits under this 
Provision was similar to that found under the provision of the present 


law, which limits the maximum to 16 weeks or one-fourth of the amount 
earned in a base period of 4 calendar quarters. 
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With a few exceptions, it was generally true 
that beneficiaries with the maximum duration 
were those who had been most regularly employed 
in the base period, while those with short potential 
durations had experienced a substantial amount 
of unemployment in the base period. It is thus 
evident that, to the extent that the pattern of 
base-period employment tends to repeat itself 


Table 5.—Number of beneficiaries exhausting benefits 
in Michigan ' and exhaustion ratios * for beneficiaries, 
by weekly benefit amount and full weeks of potential 
duration 
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1 See table 1, footnote 1. 2 See table 1, footnote 2. 
during an individual’s benefit year, persons with 
short potential durations may be expected to ex- 
perience a greater amount of unemployment in 
the benefit year, and thus be most likely to ex- 
haust their benefit rights. 

The average potential duration for beneficiaries 
whose benefit year ended in June 1939 was 15 
weeks. More than 62 percent qualified for the 
full 16-week period, while only 3.4 percent quali- 
fied for less than 9 weeks, and less than 10 percent 
were entitled to less than 12 weeks of benefits. 
Individuals with low benefit amounts tended in 
general, as indicated in table 4, to qualify for a 
shorter potential duration than did those whose 
benefit amount was above $10. Low benefit rates 
and short potential durations were especially char- 
acteristic of workers engaged in intermittent or 
casual work. 

The exhaustion ratio was closely related to the 
potential duration of benefits to which claimants 
were entitled (table 5). The exhaustion ratio 
among beneficiaries whose potential duration was 
16 weeks was only 29.8 percent, or less than two- 
thirds the average ratio for all beneficiaries (45.8 
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percent). For every duration class below 16 
weeks, the exhaustion ratio was more than twice 
as high as for the 16-week class, and it increased 
steadily as the potential duration fell further below 
16 weeks. 

Even the high exhaustion ratios which are indi- 
cated for all groups whose potential duration was 
less than 16 weeks are apparently an understate- 
ment of the inadequacy of benefit duration in 
relation to the actual incidence of unemployment. 
A distribution of beneficiaries by potential dura- 
tion, in terms of number of weeks of actual benefits 
received (table 6), shows that, in every duration 
class below 16 weeks, a large proportion of the 
individuals who did not exhaust their benefits 
had less than one full week of unpaid benefits 
after drawing the last check which they received. 
For example, among those whose potential dura- 
tion was 15 to 15.9 weeks, 11.3 percent drew at 
least 15 weeks of benefits. The corresponding 
percentages range from 23.0 to 49.0 percent 
among beneficiaries who did not exhaust their 
benefits and who had potential durations of 8 to 
14.9 weeks. 

Under the Michigan law the final benefit check, 
for those beneficiaries who fail to qualify for the 
16-week maximum, is usually a fraction of the 
weekly benefit amount. Either because of igno- 
rance of their rights or because it was possible for 
them to obtain relief or WPA employment without 
drawing a final unemployment benefit check which 
represented a relatively slight addition to their 
income, many beneficiaries apparently failed to 
draw the final check, and a large proportion of 
these undoubtedly remained unemployed through 
the final week although they are not shown as 


exhausting their benefit rights. For each poten- 
tial duration bracket below 16 weeks, the true 
exhaustion ratio is probably from 4 to 7 percent 
higher than is shown in table 5. 


Exhaustion Ratio Among Low-Paid Workers 


A high exhaustion ratio may be considered less 
serious among workers who earn high wages than 
among workers whose wage rates are low, since the 
former are presumably more able, when employed, 
to set aside a reserve to tide them over periods of 
unemployment. Since the benefit rate is related 
to the claimant’s earnings (4 percent of high- 
quarter wages), the workers with low benefit rates 
are also the low-paid workers. It is therefore 
significant that the exhaustion ratio is lowest 
(32 percent) among workers with the maximum 
benefit rate and highest (84 percent) among 
workers with benefit rates of less than $7 a week 
(table 5). Consequently, the worker who had 
the lowest earnings and hence least opportunity 
to provide for a period of unemployment was most 
likely to find his benefits terminated before he was 
reemployed. 

There is some evidence that workers with low 
earnings had high exhaustion ratios primarily as a 
result of the shorter duration for which they 
qualified rather than from any direct tendency for 
low-paid workers to exhaust benefit rights. Short 
potential durations, as indicated in table 4, were 
especially common among workers with low 
benefit rates; for example, 64.6 percent of the 
claimants with benefit rates of less than $7 qual- 
ified for less than 10 weeks of benefits, while for 
those with a benefit rate of $16 the corresponding 
percentage was only 0.7. Workers with short 


Table 6.—Number and percentage distribution of Michigan beneficiaries! with specified potential durations who 
did not exhaust benefit rights, by number of full weeks of benefits received 
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1 See table 1, footnote 1. 


1 Of these beneficiaries, 27 had potential duration of 7-7.9 weeks, 15 or 55.6 percent of whom received benefit payments for at least 7 weeks. 
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potential durations, as would be expected, have 
higher exhaustion ratios (table 5); about 93 per- 
cent of those with less than 8 weeks of potential 
benefits exhausted benefit rights, but this was true 
of only 30 percent of those with 16 weeks’ duration. 
It seems likely, therefore, that the high exhaustion 
ratios of low-paid workers are directly related to 
shorter potential duration of benefits. 

The relationship of short potential duration and 
high exhaustion ratios is further indicated by an 
examination of data on workers with specified 
benefit rates. The exhaustion ratio tended to 
rise as the potential duration was reduced (table 
5), and as the benefit amounts increased, the 
exhaustion ratios tended to be lower. 

There was also some tendency, among workers 
with a specified potential duration, for the 
exhaustion ratio to be higher for those with lower 
benefit rates. This was particularly true of the 
workers whose potential maximum was 15 or 16 
weeks. In the 16-week class, 75 percent of workers 
with benefit amounts of less than $7 exhausted 
their benefit rights, while only 28 percent of those 
with benefit amounts of $16 experienced a termi- 
nation of benefits. The differences in this class 
may be due to the fact that many automobile 
workers (whose exhaustion ratio was low) had the 
maximum duration and a benefit amount of 
$16, while the workers with the maximum po- 
tential duration but low benefit amounts came 
from industries in which the business recovery was 
not so pronounced and exhaustion of benefits was 
more frequent. 

Since other available data indicate that a com- 
bination of low benefit amount and short dura- 
tion was most common among women (who are 
less likely to be family heads), there may be 
some indication that inadequacy of duration is 
somewhat less serious, in terms of family needs, 
than would be the case if the exhaustion ratio were 
equally high among male beneficiaries. 

The higher exhaustion ratios recorded for 
workers with short durations and low benefit 
amounts naturally raise the question whether such 
workers are intrinsically more likely to experience 
prolonged unemployment or whether their exhaus- 
tion ratios result primarily from limited benefit 
rights. A partial answer to this question may be 
obtained by comparing the actual benefit duration 
of beneficiaries with their potential duration. 
When the factor of exhaustion is removed by 
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considerating only benefit durations below the 
potential duration for a class of beneficiaries, it 
appears that individuals who qualified for the 
longer durations were more likely to experi- 
ence shorter periods of compensable unem- 
ployment than those who qualified for relatively 
short periods of potential duration. As indicated 
in table 7, 48.2 percent of the claimants entitled 


Table 7.—Number and percent of Michigan benefi- 
ciaries ' according to number of full weeks of poten- 


tial duration, by specified number of weeks of benefits 
received 
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| Ee 951 1.5 3.2 e 4.7 | 100.0 |....... 
Se 1, 305 1.7 41 5.8 | 100.0 |_...__. 
Less than 8 566 3.0 | 47.4 50.4 | 100.0 |_...... 




















1 See table 1, footnote 1. 


- —— contains all remaining cases, since potential duration is less than 
Ww " 


to 16 weeks of benefits, 17.5 percent of those 
entitled to 15 weeks, and less than 13 percent of 
those entitled to from 10 to 14 weeks drew less than 
10 weeks of benefits. Similarly, 33.2 percent of 
the beneficiaries whose potential duration was 16 
weeks, 9.3 percent of those whose potential dura- 
tion was 15 weeks, and 6.5 percent or less of those 
whose potential duration was below 13 but above 
8 weeks drew less than 7 weeks of actual benefits. 
Individuals with limited benefit rights (usually 
because of low or irregular earnings in the base 
period) were therefore apparently least likely to 


experience short periods of unemployment during 
the benefit year. 


Conclusion 


From these data it is clear that the workers 
who had been least regularly employed during the 
base period, and who were thus least likely to have 
accumulated savings to tide them over a long 
period of unemployment, were the group for whom 
the benefit provisions of the Michigan law proved 
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most inadequate in terms of duration. Other 
Michigan data, to be summarized in a later issue 
of the Bulletin, show that nearly one-third of the 
beneficiaries who exhausted their benefits in the 
Detroit area during the benefit year covered by the 
study were known to public relief agencies either 
prior to receipt of benefits or after exhaustion 
of benefits or in both periods during the 18 
months studied. It appears, therefore, that the 
present “variable duration” provision tends to 
compel a large number of workers, who are suffi- 
ciently attached to the covered labor market to 
qualify for some benefits, to obtain some other type 


pa 


of assistance because their benefits do not last for g 
sufficiently long period. The attempt to maintain 
an arbitrary mathematical relationship between 
wage credits and benefit rights—on the theory that 
a worker’s insurance rights should be related to the 
contributions previously paid on his behalf—is thus 
to a great degree responsible for the failure of un- 
employment compensation in Michigan during 
1938 and 1939 to bridge the interval between jobs 
without compelling the unemployed worker to 
pass through the cumbersome and morale-destroy- 
ing process of obtaining relief based on proof of 
need, 
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OPERATIONS OF THE EMPLOYMENT SECURITY PROGRAM 


Despite increased employment in defense and 
related industries, continued claims and benefit 
payments reached record volumes during July, 
largely because of reduced employment in indus- 
tries which usually curtail operations at this time 
of the year. Continued claims increased 12 per- 
cent from June to 7.3 million, and benefit payments 
totaled $55.7 million. These disbursements com- 
pensated more than 5.5 million weeks of total 
and partial unemployment. A minimum of 1.4 
million unemployed workers received at least one 
benefit payment in July; the weekly average of 
benefit recipients totaled 1.2 million. The volume 
of placements declined, as usual at this time of 
year, with 308,000 jobs filled by the public em- 
ployment offices. However, the 260,000 private 
placements made in July represented the highest 
volume on record for any previous July. Supple- 
mental placements totaled 120,000, the first de- 
cline in 5 months, mainly as a result of the de- 
creased demand for agricultural workers. The 
number of job seekers registered at public employ- 
ment offices at the end of July decreased to nearly 
5.6 million, 173,000 less than at the close of June. 


Employment Changes 


Reports from several States indicated that 
various industrial developments contributed sig- 
nificantly to the volume of continued claims. In 
Maine improved activity in shoe manufacturing, 
woolen textile mills, and the resort trade was 
reflected in the reduced claim load. The reduction 
in the claim load in New Hampshire resulted 
from the beginning of production of shoes for the 
fall season, greater building and construction 
activities, improvement in the textile industry, 
summer hotel and recreational activities, and 
logging in the northern part of the State. 

Further lay-offs in textiles, automobile as- 
sembly plants, and trade contributed to the 
increasing claim load in New Jersey. In Penn- 
sylvania seasonal declines in the anthracite in- 
dustry, retail trade, and the silk and hosiery in- 
dustries were responsible for the increase in 
continued claims. Despite a high rate of activity 
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in defense industries, Maryland reported an 
increased claim load because of curtailed opera- 
tions in automobile assembly plants, distilleries, 
retail trade, and some branches of the clothing 
and hosiery industry. 

Seasonal shut-downs for retooling of auto- 
motive, electrical refrigeration, and metal-stamp- 


Chart I.—Average number of claimants drawing 
benefits, by months, January 1939-July 1940 ' 
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ing industries contributed to the increased claim 
load in Indiana. Slack seasons and shut-downs in 
Illinois caused lay-offs in a wide range of industries, 
particularly in the cement, glass, farm machinery, 
and iron and steel products industries; radio 
workers and garment workers were laid off in large 
numbers in the early part of the month, but rehir- 
ings were reported in the last week of the month 
for many of these workers as well as for distillery 
and shoe workers. In Wisconsin the increased 
claim load resulted chiefly from lay-offs of auto- 
mobile workers and the usual seasonal decline in 
retail trade. Alabama reported a general decrease 
of employment in textiles and lumber, and a slight 
decline in the steel industry. Lay-offs in the 
cigar-making and citrus-canning industries and 
slackening of tourist trade were reported by 
Florida. In South Carolina, the shut-down of 
cotton mills increased its claim load. 

Unfavorable weather in Mississippi caused 





Table 1.—Continued claims received, weeks compensated, and benefits paid, by States, July 1940 
[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 23, 1940] 




















Continued claims ! Weeks compensated Benefits paid 
Type of unemployment Type of unemployment 
Social pny — i a a Pesthe Per- 
region an centage if cen art. centage 
Bass change Ro Number | change and Amount? | change Partial 
from from part- | Partial from Total and part- Partial 
June June | Total | total | only? June ” = only ? 
bined 2 bined 3 
ER ARE eee 7, 291, 385 | +11.7 |5, 674,773 |5, 500,715 | +3.2 |5,017, 702 |483,013 |_....._. $55, 740, 735) +-4.0 |$52, 646, 848 $3,054,622]... 
Region I: 
Connecticut_.........- 74, 934 | +15.0 49, 988 45,063 | —9.8 38,186 | 6,877 f 404,935 | —10.1 365, 506 38, 940 ‘ 
Ear 71, 351 | —13.7 58, 365 59, 476 —6.6 53,152 | 6,324 4) 392, 012 —3.7 358, 361 33, 212 ( 
Lllnlasiictabsoed 056 +5.4 429, 266 370, 815 —6.9 370, 815 () () 3, 721, 843 —6.5 3, 721, 843 (2) 
New Hampshire_____-- 34,424 | —34.1 25, 249 25, 507 | —28.5 18,777 | 6,730 3 195, 248 | —30.2 160, 854 34, 304 ‘ 
Rhode Island__......-- 102, 600 | —21.2 91, 407 91,407 | —20.6 73, 212 | 18, 195 4) 860, 376 | —20.0 783, 818 76, 558 ‘ 
—aaeet SEE Seo eae 9, 817 —6.7 7, 564 7,456 | —12.3 6, 908 771 58, —14.4 54, 948 3,966 | $3, 104 
Region II: 
= Lo canhsiianpsiai ene 1, 552,652 | +-9.3 |1, 280,710 |1, 277,749 | +8.0 |1, 277, 749 (’) LO 14, 427,492 | +7.5 | 14, 427,492 (®) ( 
a... 10,510 | +142} 8857] 8 +140] 5,918] 2,915 | “'2, 74,405 | +11.1 55,772] 18,630 | 17,808 
New Jersey.......----- 238, 617 +8.9 | 170,902 163, 319 —2.3 163, 319 (’) i (?) 1, 556, 862 —13 1, 556, 862 (?) 
P : 1 ---------| 577,133 | +16.3 | 431,931 418,150 | +15.8 | 418, 150 0) w @ 4, 479,646 | +145) 4,479, 646 (2) ¢ 
Region IV: 
District of Columbia-- 19, 213 +8. 3 14, 647 13, 883 | —13.5 13, 354 529 | &() 121, 362 | —10.3 116, 848 3, 627 ( 
Maryland._-_..........- 114, 099 +2.8 97, 435 93, 089 —5.9 81, 865 | 11, 224 | #10, 204 780, 327 —5.6 718, 216 61,908 | 55,646 
N Carolina........ 169, 962 | +23.2 116, 677 104, 858 —-.9 94, 614 | 10, 244 | » 9, 675 505, 920 +2.8 480, 004 25,724 | 23, 263 
. es 124, 824 —4.5 106,402 | 106,255 | +3.4 92, 13, 373 | 11, 736, 663 +6.8 719, 021 67,322 | 55,956 
bang 3 Virginia........- 100, +22.3 82,680 | 79,405 | +15.7 76, 274 | § 3, 221 () 604, 264 | +15.9 578, 521 25, 743 ( 
m V: 
OS ee 47, 800 +6.9 34, 805 65, 953 +.3 51, 709 | 14, 244 (4) 454, 118 +.7 388, 629 64, 098 () 
465, 992 .9 234, 531 | +23.8 | 218,902 | 15, 629 (‘) 2,918, 348 | +30.9 | 2,818, 131 100, 217 ‘ 
8 © 248, 514 +1.7 | * 207, 823 |* 40,691 (‘) 6 2, 329, 670 +3.1 | 2,129,090 | * 200, 580 8 
9 465, 184 —.5 | 337,456 |127,728 | 93,377 | 5, 248, 267 —1.2| 4,277, 601 780 | 650, 983 
95,132 | +10 74, 094 | 21,038 (‘) 956, 331 +6. 6 842, 322 113, 857 ( 
39, 802 | +30.3 , 524 | 3,278 2, 009 456, 628 | +50.8 436, 015 20,613 | 11, 189 
75, 242 | +13.4 70,787 | 4,455 | 2,752 478,646 | +12.2 456, 092 260 | 12,989 
76, 356 | +411 69,218 | 7,138 () 727,773 | +441 675, 613 52, 160 () 
80,716 | +17.1 73,069 | 7,647) 6,845 501,055 | +18.4 473,714 27,341 | 24,330 
32, 166 | +13.6 30, 705 | 2 1, 461 (4) 193, 961 | +14.7 187,714 26,128 () 
38,943 | +9.1 32,510 | 6,433 3, 727 245, 967 +8.9 217, 991 , 896 | 14,870 
85, 408 +3.4 77, 748 7,660 | 3,016 619, 221 +4.7 586, 141 33,080 | 12,075 
34, 180 | +10.3 28,419 | 5,761 2, 070 301,885 | +142 269, 999 31, 429 9, 918 
62, 024 —6.6 56, 740 5, 284 (4) 598, 010 —6.7 557, 405 , 306 (4% 
2, 376 —L4 11, 342 1,034 445 109, 820 —21 102, 716 7, 104 2,713 
760 | —11.8 4, 255 505 295 43,151 | —10.5 38, 722 4,429 2, 864 
141 —3.4 4, 535 606 (4) 33, —5.5 30, 308 3, 376 (% 
288 +5.0 50,108 | 3, 180 450 344, 242 +19 330, 818 13, 424 2, 341 
512 | —14.7 12, 329 2, 183 1, 419 126,086 | —15.1 112, 052 14, 034 8, 580 
823 | —15.3 58,471 | 16,352 | 11,046 593,669 | —14.6 517, 263 76, 376 | 48,910 
322 | +6.2 27, 4,922 881 304,699 | +6.8 274, 332 30, 367 3, 578 
305 +7.2 78,857 | 5,448 () 632, 286 +9.7 33, 035 () 
766 | +29.2 10, 466 1, 300 107, 136 | +34.6 97, 576 9, 427 6, 
754 | +8.9 1) 108,522 | 19,232 () 951, 246 | +11.0 ; 89, 417 () 
593 | +11.8 10, 080 513 24 114,011 | +13.0 110, 072 3, 939 120 
002 +6.8 33,842 | 6,160 | 4,886 421, 739 +6.7 4 51,9905 | 41, 354 
676 | —16.9 9, 052 624 (‘) 97,519 | ~—17.4 92, 622 4, 863 ( 
063 | —23.6 14, 063 (*) () 148, 852 | —22.6 148, 852 () () 
274 | +49.5 8, 833 1, 441 901 115, 584 | +56.7 105, 368 10, 216 6, 426 
530 | —15.6 4,154 | 2,376 2, 004 75,848 | —15.8 53, 639 22,209 | 18,373 
573 —4.9 | 342,464 | 54,109 | 35, 018 5, 417, 354 —4.7 4, 918, 588 477,656 | 300,263 
553 —9.4 5, 126 427 127 71, 488 —9.0 67, 461 4, 027 1, 1% 
854 —.8 19, 410 5, 444 4,441 276, 790 —3.6 236, 361 39,600 | 30,992 
842 —6.4 7, 945 (‘) 688, 674 —2.2 622, 293 66, 381 () 
641 +5.8 3, 504 137 0 51, 680 8.9 50, 366 1,314 0 
561 | —54.0 1, 473 88 77 15,002 | —39.7 14, 338 664 595 
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3 Includes supplemental payments, not classified by type of unemploy- 





4 Data for partial unemployment included with data for part-total un- 
employment. 
5 Payments for part-total and partial unemployment are made for benefit 
periods of one quarter. Number of weeks re mted by each such pay- 
ment is determined by dividing amount paid by claimant’s benefit rate for 
total unemployment. 

6 Excludes 93 payments amounting to $2,148 arising from recalculation of 
weekly benefit amounts and 264 payments for 673 weeks amounting to 
$6,853 for payment of miners’ claims resulting from labor dispute in 1939. 
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sharp declines in agricultural operations, logging, 
construction, and naval-stores industries; lay-offs 
were also reported in textiles, apparel manufactur- 
ing, and wholesale and retail trade. The rise in 
continued claims in Tennessee was caused by 
reduced operations in the textile, apparel, leather 
and leather products, and chemical and allied- 
products industry groups. In North Dakota the 
increased claim load was attributed to reduced 
work schedules in coal mining. The volume of 
continued claims in Oklahoma increased as a result 
of the usual declines in July in mining, petroleum, 
and construction industries. 

Continued claims increased in California as a 
result of lay-offs in lumbering, canning, and auto- 
motive industries, which normally reduce opera- 
tions at this time of the year. Shut-downs in the 
logging and lumbering industries contributed to the 
increased claim loads in Oregon and Washington; 
Oregon also reported curtailed employment in 
fruit and vegetable canning operations. Greater 
activity in construction and canneries throughout 
Hawaii contributed to a reduction in its claim 
load. 


Insurance Activities 


Continued claims filed during July increased 12 
percent to 7.3 million (table 1). New unemploy- 
ment was evidenced by the 19-percent increase in 
waiting-period claims in July; 36 States reported 
increases in this type of claim. Compensable 
claims increased 10 percent. Of the 37 States with 
increased continued-claim receipts, the volume 
received by both Michigan and Utah was double 
June receipts; seasonal lay-offs in automobile 
plants in the former State and initiation of a new 
uniform benefit year in the latter were chiefly 
responsible for the increases in these States. In- 
creases of more than 20 percent were also reported 
by 9 other States. In the 14 States in which total 
claim receipts declined, reductions of more than 20 
percent were reported by Hawaii, New Hampshire, 
and Rhode Island. 

The 5.5 million weeks of unemployment com- 
pensated during the month also exceeded the May 
1940 record, and, as in previous months of this 
year, more than 90 percent of all weeks of unem- 
ployment compensated were for total unemploy- 
ment. With increases reported by 26 States, 
171,000 more weeks of unemployment were com- 
pensated than in June. Florida, Utah, and Wis- 
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Chart II.—Number of waiting-period and compensable 
continued claims received, for weeks ended in Janu- 
ary-July 1940 


THOUSANDS OF CLAIMS 
2000 











1500 








WAITING-PERIOD 


1000 


N 


SSS 


COMPENSABLE 


500 




















JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY 


consin indicated expansions of 30 percent or more. 
A reduction of more than 50 percent was shown for 
Hawaii, and of 20 percent or more for Montana, 
New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. The number 
of weeks compensated for total unemployment 
increased to 5.5 million, while those for partial and 
part-total unemployment declined slightly to 483,- 
000. In Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Missouri, New Hampshire, Oregon, and Wyoming, 
more than one-fifth of all weeks of unemployment 
compensated were for partial and part-total un- 
employment. As in the preceding month, more 
than one-third of all weeks of partial and part- 
total unemployment for the 46 States which pay 
benefits for partial and part-total unemployment 
were compensated by California and Illinois. 
Benefit payments increased 4 percent in July and 
totaled somewhat more than $55.7 million, or 
nearly $900,000 more than the record disbursement 
of May 1940. Increased payments were reported 
in 27 States, with expansions of 30 percent or more 
occurring in Florida, Michigan, New Mexico, 
Utah, and Wisconsin. Georgia and New York 
paid more than in any other single month since 
benefits were first payable in those States, and 
Louisiana, North Carolina, South Carolina, Ten- 
nessee, and Virginia paid more than in any other 
month of this year. Of the 24 States reporting 
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Chart III.—Number of weeks compensated, by type of 
unemployment, for weeks ended January-July 1940 
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reduced amounts of benefits this month, declines 
of 20 percent or more were reported by Hawaii, 
Montana, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. 
For all States except Illinois and Montana, which 
began benefit payments in July 1939, benefit dis- 
bursements this month were more than 40 percent 
greater than a year ago. 

Benefit payments for the first 7 months of 1940 
totaled $339 million. For the 49 States in which 
benefits were payable throughout both periods, 
there was an increase of 16 percent over the corre- 
sponding period in 1939. Increased payments 
were reported in 33 States, including not only most 
of those which began to pay benefits in January 
1939, but also some States with longer payment 
experience. During the 7-month period, benefit 
payments in Florida were triple the disbursements 
of January—July 1939, and 9 other States showed 
increases in excess of 50 percent. Sixteen States 
reported reduced amounts of payments from the 
7-month period of 1939, in some cases reflecting 
the cessation of payments to railroad workers by 
State employment security agencies. Approxi- 
mately $1.2 billion has been disbursed to unem- 
ployed workers since benefits were first payable. 

The weekly average number of benefit recipients 
decreased 4 percent in July to 1.2 million (table 
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Table 2.—Average number of claimants receiving bene. 


fits, number receiving first payments, and number 
exhausting benefit rights, by States, July 1940 


[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 20, 1940] 












































Average number Claimants re- 
of claimants re- | ceiving first pay- 
ceiving benefits ! ments Number 
of claim. 
Social Security Board | ants ex- 
region and State Percent- Percent- hausting 
| age age | benefit 
Number | change | Number) change | rights 
from from 
June June 
, = - ———., 
Wi iskcssse ’ |1, 219, 629 —3.8 |9477,842 | 1+4+1.9 9 204 783 
Region I: ‘ 
Connecticut __ 9,847 | —19.0 6,422 | +188 3,026 
Maine . _...| 13,418 —10.3 3, 785 —43.9 31, 605 
Massachusetts _ ___- 81,251 | —15.3 | 27,138 | —31.2 11, 059 
New Hampshire _ __. 5, 931 —30.0 2, 198 —37.1 1, 502 
Rhode Island___.___- 20, 593 —30.0 7, 318 +17.3 7,075 
.. .. eas 1,652 | —14.0 564 —17.4 381 
Region II: 
. i, aa 286, 609 +3.8 | 87,444 —13.8 3 96, 217 
Region ITT: 
Delaware___.____- 1,913 -1.1 974 +13.9 570 
New Jersey__..____. 37,815 | —7.9| 19, 259 —1.0 10, 048 
Pennsylvania_.__. 93, 252 +4.0 | 40,369 —9.2 27, 530 
Region IV: | 
District of Columbia_| 3,106) —15.4| 1,079) —4.6 4 566 
Maryland ; 21, 390 —6.1 | 6,515 | —10.2 5, 951 
North Carolina. __. 24, 236 | —.7| 16,566) +41.4 43,431 
Virginia wi 23,209; —9.1 10, 476 +43.9 5, 8 
West Virginia___- 17,543 | +11.5| 4,484! —10.3 708 
Region V: | 
Kentucky______ 14,936 | -—84 4, 472 —10.4 1,770 
Michigan 48, 668 +11.5 | 42,880 | +203.4 9, 165 
Ohio be 5 51, 769 —14.4| 18,059) —10.2 37,253 
Region VI: 
Illinois _____- 1 102, 556 | —6.5 | 35,309) —16.3 26, 130 
Indiana . | 21,0832; -—-40; (® | (® 
Wisconsin... _- | 8,665) 42.1; @® | ®) 
Region VII: | 
Alabama 16,773 | +4.3 5, 095 +4.2 2, 461 
Florida 16, 704 +31.1 | 10,672 | +106.7 3, 44 
Georgia 17,815 +4.3 |} 8,222 +3.1 5, 534 
Mississippi 7,078 | +4.6 3, 063 +4.2 1, 368 
South Carolina 8, 586 —1.2)} 3,857) +40.8 91,305 
Tennessee 18,710| —4.5 8,328 | +26.4 33,005 
Region VIII: | | 
Iowa F 7,311 —3.7| 3,661 | +16.8 1, 926 
Minnesota... 13,899 | -—18.5| 4,588) +6.8 879 
Nebraska 2,730 | —10.0| 1,020) +25.6 678 
North Dakota 1,083 | —18.1 | 341 | +6.6 1, 320 
South Dakota : 116) —7.7) 298; -13 3410 
Region IX: | 
Arkansas 11,514; —7.1| 5,254] +57.4 2,919 
Kansas ___. 3.280| -187| 1,641| —16.7 1, Ml 
Missouri_. _- | 16,497 | —19.9| 12,231] —14.9 5, 271 
Oklahoma............| 6,913 —6.6| 3,830) +20.9 2, 871 
Region X: 
Louisiana. . ; |} 18,630} —5.7| 7,344 —1.3 4,971 
New Mexico | 2,487 | +6.8 1, 254 +85. 5 455 
Texas 7, 794 | —.3 13,324 | +10.7 | 8, 373 
Region XI: | 
Arizona | 9302] +34] 1,237] 410.0} 788 
Colorado | 8, 957 | —.7 2, 783 +3.0 | 1, 67 
Idaho | 2,145 —21.8 | 739 | +3.9) 639 
Montana 3,130 | —27.6| 1,206] +31.9 | 3601 
Utah 2, 144 +29.3 | 3,272 | +741.1 | 29 
Wyoming... 1, 478 —18.9 559 | —25.8 | AY 
Region XII: | | 
California | 90, 196 —5.2 28, 216 +8. 6 | 14, 916 
Nevada 1,212 | —16.8 362 | —14.2 | 331 
Oregon 5,52 | —3.1| 2,959; +97] 1,58 
Washington _____. 12, 932 —8.7 6,512 | +37.9 | 3, 078 
Territories: | 
i eee 902 | +20.9 460 | —25.6 | 81 
_ “Sees 345 | —59.8 105 | —52.3 | 69 
i 





1 Represents average number of weeks of unemployment compensated 
during weeks ended within month. 

? Excludes Indiana and Wisconsin. 

2 Represents claimants exhausting benefit rights under uniform-duration 
provisions of State law. 


4 Represents claimants exhausting maximum benefit rights, which are 
based on weeks of employment instead of wage credits in base period. 


§ Excludes miners receiving benefits resulting from a labor dispute in 1939. 
Data not comparable. 
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2). Decreases in the number of claimants re- 8 times as many benefit recipients were reported 
ceiving payments were reported by 38 States; as in June; in Michigan, 3 times as many; and in 
the sharpest relative declines were shown in Florida, twice as many. The extreme expansion 
Hawaii (60 percent), and in New Hampshire and in Utah was entirely attributable to the initiation 
Rhode Island (30 percent each). The only other of a new uniform benefit year. Relatively large 
States with decreases of more than 20 percent increases were also shown for Arkansas, New 
were Idaho and Montana, where the number of | Mexico, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
recipients declined 22 and 28 percent, respectively. Virginia. The largest relative declines in the 
On the other hand, expansions of 20 percent or number of first payments were reported by 
more occurred in Alaska, Florida, Utah, and Hawaii, Maine, Massachusetts, and New 
Wisconsin. Hampshire. 

The number of claimants receiving first pay- Registering the first increase since March, the 
ments, exclusive of those in Indiana and Wis- number of claimants exhausting benefit rights 
consin, increased slightly to 478,000 in July. was 1% times as large as in June. Despite de- 
Of the 28 States reporting increases, the most creases in a majority of the 49 States reporting, 
marked rises occurred in Utah, where more than _exhaustions rose to 295,000, the highest level 


Table 3.—Collections deposited in State clearing accounts, January-July 1940, and funds available for benefits as of 
July 31, 1940, by States 


[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 23, 1940] 
[Amounts in thousands 






































Collections deposited ! | | Collections deposited ! 
=e | Funds available || Funds available 
nat Sone Percentage | for benefits as of || —_ —— P meg e Percentage | for benefits as of 

regio . etna change from | July 31, 1940? || 8 , January-July | change from | July 31, 19403 

10 ¥Y | January-July 1940 January-July 
1939 3 | 1939 3 
Total. piiibihie $537, 037 | 444.9 $1, 755.484 || Region VII—Continued: 
~~ South Carolina. _..-..- $2, 810 (7) 6 $10, 536 

nm I: Tennessee. _........-- 4, —8.2 14, 254 

Connecticut gating 12, 793 +16.9 $637,018 || Region VIII: 
Maine. - aea2 2, 849 | 42.1 | 4, 176 Sn 4, 424 —4.1 16, 446 
Massachusetts 22, 997 | +1.7 75, 798 || SD 7, 276 —9.1 , 855 
New Hampshire 1, 966 (7) 6, 154 |} a 2, 028 —30.6 10, 783 
Rhode Island 6, 147 (”) 9, 797 North Dakota ---.-.--- 491 —20.4 2, 447 
Vermont 81 (7) 6 2, 896 |) South Dakota--_--_--.-- 712 +6.2 3, 249 
Region II: || Region IX: 
New York ’ 80, 215 (7) 197, 377 Co Se 2, 079 +1.3 7, 233 
Region III: ar 3, 293 —15.6 15, 715 
Delaware . - . 1, 722 +12. 1 6 6, 495 eee 14, 122 +11.9 59, 497 
New Jersey 26, 930 —.4 117, 000 Oklahoma. _.....-. . 4, 085 (*) 16, 716 
Pennsylvania 46, 898 | +9.5 114,189 || Region X: 

n IV: Louisiana ; 5, 842 +.2 19, 219 
District of Columbia 4, 288 +4.7 19, 800 New Mexico -- 945 —7.2 , 000 
Magyland 9, 131 +5.5 20, 689 _ Se 12, 818 —5.7 52, 708 
North Carolina. . 6, 589 +1.7 22, 324 Region XI: 

irginia 5, 881 —5.4 19, 390 Arizona. .---- 1, 458 -.1 3, 304 
West Virginia... 5, 999 +6. 1 16, 886 || Colorado... ..-. 2, 960 —5.6 10, 938 

nV: | ER 1, 203 +1.1 2, 773 
Kentucky __- 6, 340 | —8.5 29, 471 || Montana__...-. ei: 1, 857 —9.3 6, 491 
Michigan 37, 374 | +12.9 70, 392 aera 1, 955 +.7 4, 350 
Ohio : 31, 312 | +6.9 148, 335 a 760 —22.5 2, 555 

Region VI: | Region XII: 
Illinois_. 44, 524 +2.7 190, 510 California__. 53, 449 19.4 164, 399 
Indiana . 15, 045 | +5.9 43, 355 Nevada ' 605 —5.4 1, 580 
Wisconsin 6, 395 —23.5 54, 129 Oregon. - 4, 420 (7) 9, 291 
Region VII: Washington. __..____. 7, 812 (7) 23, 564 
Alabama 5,814 +19.3 14,940 | Territories: 
Florida __. 4, 102 | —6.0 14, 165 re zs 259 | +22. 1 1,040 
Georgia a 5, 192 (7) 23, 491 so cancaisnial 1, 241 | (”) 6, 026 
Mississippi 1, 880 (7) 4, 738 | 
‘Represents contributions plus such penalties and interest collected from 3 Represents sum of balances at end of month in State clearing account, 
employers and contributions from employees as are available for benefit benefit-payment account, and unemployment trust fund account main- 
ayments. Figures are adjusted for refunds of contributions and for dis- tained in the U. 8. Treasury. 
onored contribution checks. Employer contributions of 2.7 percent of 4 Based on 40 States reporting comparable data for both periods. See 
taxable wages are collected in all States except the District of Columbia and footnote 7. 
Michigan, where rate is 3 percent. In New York, rate is 3 percent for em- 5 See table 4, footnote 2. 
ployers subject to State but not Federal law and 2.7 percent for those em- 6 Adjusted for transfer to railroad unemployment insurance account: 
Ployers subject to both laws. Employee contributions of 1.5 percent of tax- Delaware, $407,628; South Carolina, $690,744; Vermont, $327,074. 
able wages are collected in Rhode Island; 1 percent in Alabama, California, 7 Not computed, since data for States that shifted either wholly or in part 
Kentucky, and New Jersey. from a monthly to a quarterly contribution basis during 1939 or 1940 are not 
’ Data for 2 periods are not adjusted for changes resulting from law, effective comparable. 


with pay rolls subsequent to June 30, 1939, providing that contributions from 
railroad industry be deposited in railroad unemployment insurance account 
of Railroad Retirement Board. 
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Table 4.—Status of State accounts in the unemploy- 
ment trust fund, by States, July 1940! 


{In thousands] 





























July 1940 
Social Security Bosra | ot June 3 - 
ion an 4 alance as 
1940 Deposits —— of July 31, 
1940 
Re A el a $1, 692, 210 $68, 931 $59,090 | $1, 702, 051 
Region I: 
Connecticut -_--.-.....- 33, 803 222 2 456 33, 569 
ee 3, 739 90 470 3, 359 
Massachusetts -----.-- 76, 186 2, 230 4, 700 73, 716 
New Hampshire----- 5, 510 497 200 5, 807 
Rhode Island... _-_-- 9, 176 673 725 9, 124 
7eees............. 2, 683 106 50 32,739 
Region II: 
New York_-_-------.-- 194, 392 11, 230 14, 800 190, 822 
Region III: 
Delaware--__-....---- 6, 464 40 480 3 6,024 
New Jersey _-.-.------ 115, 117 480 1, 900 113, 697 
Pennsylvania _------- 113, 087 2, 057 4, 000 111, 144 
Region IV: 
District of Columbia - 19, 174 635 105 19, 704 
- EE 18, 514 2, 700 700 20, 514 
No Carolina_-.-.-_- 21, 629 822 450 22, 001 
eae 19, 249 230 800 18, 679 
—. ae 15, 783 717 840 15, 660 
ion V: 
FE 28, 751 285 450 28, 586 
Michigan ---......--- 59, 962 11, 288 3, 300 67, 950 
TS 149, 056 1,020 2, 800 147, 276 
Region VI 
Se 185, 972 3, 860 5, 000 184, 832 
sandeep ies nes , 492 4, 516 800 43, 208 
Wisconsin _-_-_--..-..-- 53, 362 960 500 53, 822 
Region VII: 
ht iensnlninbinhes 14, 281 600 500 14, 381 
a 14, 095 213 700 13, 608 
a dake 22, 359 750 400 22, 7! 
M | RE 4, 268 200 215 4, 253 
South Carolina_-_---- 10, 132 200 250 3 10, 082 
‘Tennessee _-_-_......--- 13, 969 500 575 13, 894 
Region VIII 
i 16, 189 287 325 16, 151 
Minnesota------.---- , 667 675 23, 655 
(OS ae 10, 393 140 110 10, 423 
North Dakota_------ 2, 384 75 42 2,417 
South Dakota_-----.-. 3, 109 172 29 3, 252 
Region IX: 
a 7, 100 265 335 7, 030 
a evacineiibaaioss 14, 811 143 15, 051 
EERE 55, 575 3, 365 750 58, 190 
Oklahoma.--......-- 16, 105 735 350 16, 490 
Region X: 
as 18, 411 833 725 18, 519 
New Mexico----.--.- 2, 838 | 185 110 2, 913 
EE eininamenecuns 51, 491 | 1,770 1,000 52, 261 
Region XI 
ESSE era 2,985 | 339 105 3, 219 
OO 10, 788 239 445 10, 582 
I Dincic esiaeve 2, 551 40 100 2, 491 
a 5, 742 | 250 75 5,917 
ee 3, 790 | 464 150 4, 104 
Wyoming.._.._.----- 2, 377 50 | 90 | 2, 337 
Region XII 
California 153, 752 | 10, 037 | 6, 300 | 157, 489 
1, 474 | 62 | 100 1, 436 
8,175 | 850 | 225 | 8, 800 
21, 644 | 545 | 650 | 21, 539 
| | 
984 0 | 60 | 924 
i ccensiinntose 5, 674 | 57 | 30 | 5, 701 





1 Federal contributions from employers have been collectible in all States 
since Jan. 1, 1936. Employee contributions on wages earned are also required 
by Alabama, California, Kentucky, New Jersey, and Rhode Island. 

2 Under provision of the Connecticut law, administrative grants equal to 
preliminary and “liquidating” amount to be transferred to railroad unem- 
ployment insurance account are to be withheld by the Social Security Board, 
and State is permitted to withdraw from unemployment compensation funds 
amounts necessary for administrative purposes up to amount so withheld. 
As of July 31, 1940, $789,129 had been withheld. 

3 Adjusted for transfer to railroad unemployment insurance account: 
Delaware, $407,628; South Carolina, $690,744; Vermont, $327,074. 


Source: U. 8. Treasury Department, Office of the Commissioner of Ac- 
counts and Deposits. 
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since June 1939. Greater numbers of exhaustions 
than in the past month were reported by 20 States, 
Exceptional increases in the number of exhaustions 
were shown for Maine, New York, South Dakota, 
and West Virginia, all of which have uniform 
benefit years beginning in April. Other States 
reporting pronounced rises were Illinois, Mary. 
land, Virginia, and Wyoming. For the country 
as a whole, the number of claimants receiving 
first payments exceeded those exhausting benefit 
rights by 183,000, although in New York, South 
Dakota, and Wyoming, the number of exhaustions 
was greater than the number of first payments, 


Status of Funds 


Collections deposited in State clearing accounts 
during July aggregated more than $104.4 million, 
bringing collections for this year to a total of 
$537.0 million. An increase of 5 percent over 
collections in the corresponding 7-month period of 
1939 was recorded for the 40 States reporting 
comparable data for the first 7 months of both 
years (table 3). Increases were reported by 22 of 
these States. The greatest gains, exceeding 15 
percent, were shown for Alabama, Alaska, Cali- 
fornia, and Connecticut. Most of the 18 States 
reporting declines are located west of the Missis- 
sippi. In 4 of these States—Nebraska, North 
Dakota, Wisconsin, and Wyoming—collections 
declined 20 percent or more. The decreases for 
most States were largely attributable to the dis- 
continuance of collections of contributions from 
railroads, which became effective with pay rolls of 
July 1939. Funds available for benefit payments 
increased $48.4 million during July and totaled 
$1.8 billion at the end of the month. 


Interstate Claims 


The number of weeks of unemployment com- 
pensated on interstate claims in July was 190,000, 
somewhat less than in June. Compensation for 
these weeks of unemployment amounted to $2 
million, or 4 percent of all benefit payments in 
July (table 5). More than one-third of all inter- 
state claims were compensated by 4 States— 
California, Illinois, Massachusetts, and New York. 
In 19 States, more interstate claims were com- 
pensated as liable State than were received as 
agent State; of these, Alaska, Illinois, Montana, 
Nevada, New York, West Virginia, and Wyoming 
compensated more than twice the number for- 
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Table 5.—Number of weeks of unemployment compen- 
sated and amount of benefits on interstate claims ' 
received as liable and as agent State, by States, July 
1940 


[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 27, 1940] 





























Number of weeks | 
of unemployment | Amount of benefits on 
——— on interstate claims re- 
terstate claims ceived as— 
Social Security Board ~ = 
region and State received as 
| 
Liable Agent Liable Agent 
State | State State State 
| | 
a a ees 180, 450 | 189, 450 | $2, 118, us | $2, 118, 245 
ion I: } 
Connecticut. --.._- wonibis 2,114 3, 262 23, 005 37, 042 
SE eI 1, 675 1, 694 11, 876 18, 646 
Massachusetts - _. iii 9, 470 7, 082 105, 927 75, 911 
New Hampshire. ____.-.-- 1, 753 1,771 16, 419 18, 274 
Rhode Island --__------ 2, 422 4, 295 A 46, 620 
 _ 581 651 5, 113 7, 208 
Region II: 
SE. .csonsccoume 28, 416 10, 624 343, 389 122, 809 
Region III: 
Eee 711 587 7, 908 5, 956 
New Jersey FiaiS 2, 999 8, 899 31, 287 106, 182 
Pennsylvania.._......... 6, 330 10, 342 73, 154 115, 968 
Region IV: 
District of Columbia__._. 1,059 1, 870 10, 630 18, 963 
a ces 3, 754 2, 517 38, 195 25, 983 
North Carolina...._....- 2, 256 2,935 | 14, 453 | 28, 012 
i a he 4, 035 4, 121 38, 787 | 37, 709 
West Virginia_. 6, 197 2,495 49, 797 | 26, 123 
Region V: 
RN 2, 288 | 4, 936 18, 656 | 50, 853 
Michigan.............- 7, 964 4,571 | 103, 489 | 52, 310 
Ohio.___. ay ‘ 36, 247 5, 930 | 2 67,753 65, 875 
Region VI: | | 
16, 242 7, 160 216, 430 | 83, 273 
Indiana 2,649 | 4.135| 39,527 | 48, 827 
Wisconsin 486 | 2, 962 6, 041 | 36, 143 
Region VII: 
Alabama 3, 570 | 3, 206 28, 084 | 30, 184 
Florida... ___. 4,064 | 6,073 | 46, 388 64, 476 
Georgia. __- 2,913 | 3, 655 | 22, 426 34, 092 
Mississippi = | 1, 532 | 2, 670 | 12, 050 24, 529 
South Carolina. 1, 205 1, 663 9, 673 13, 452 
Tennessee... 4, 280 5,071 | 38, 169 50, 224 
Region VIII: | 
Iowa... sae | 1, 442 | 2,171 | 14, 862 26, 089 
Minnesota » npoanae 2,043 | 2, 278 | 21, 069 27, 346 
Nebraska. | 1, 341 | 1, 145 | 13, 641 13, 555 
North Dakota.....______| 435 | 668 | 4, 191 7,627 
South Dakota... 525 | 574 | 4, 190 | 6, 478 
Region IX: | 
Arkansas .------| 3,600} 3,990] 29, 240 | 44, 513 
Kansas | 1,704 2,727 | 16, 904 | 30, 473 
Missouri | 3, 460 6,040 | 33, 128 | 70, 090 
Oklahoma... _. ne 3, 237 | 5,208 | 33,475 | 60, 225 
Region X: 
Louisiana : ‘ 3, 584 | 3, 273 | 37, 392 31, 920 
New Mexico : 2, 213 | 1, 178 | 23, 823 12, 946 
Texas____ 5, 512 | 7, 515 | 53, 794 86, 350 
Region XT: 
Arizona 2,334| 1,572| 26,882 | 18, 941 
Colorado : 2, 988 | 2, 220 31, 217 27,061 
Idaho 1, 306 1, 218 15, 172 15, 413 
Montana . 2,003 | 807 22, 346 11, 063 
Utah.. 647 1, 166 7, 570 15, 387 
Wyoming 1, O87 421 14, 301 4, 825 
Region XII: 
California 11, 949 20, 345 174, 091 235, 194 
Nevada : 1, 556 | 757 20, 783 10, 060 
Oregon ‘ 1, 603 3, 608 19, 006 | 47, 508 
Washington a 4,311 | 4,915 | 55, 281 64, 701 
Territories: | 
Alaska 3, 214 | 148 | 46,002 | 1, 863 
Hawaii 144 | 220 | 1, 651 2, 845 
Unallocated re | | |) ei 3128 





' Includes claims for partial unemployment for a number of States although 
such payments are not provided in interstate benefit-payment plan. 

? Excludes 1 payment amounting to $40 arising from recalculation of benefit 
amounts in Ohio. 

‘Represents claims received by Washington as liable State for which 
break-down by agent State was not reported. 
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warded to other States for payment. Wisconsin 
as agent State transmitted claims for 6 times as 
many weeks of unemployment as it received as 
liable State, New Jersey transmitted almost 3 
times as many, and Kentucky and Oregon for- 
warded more than twice as many. The greatest 
concentrations of States forwarding more claims 
as agent State than were compensated as liable 
State were in the North Atlantic, Southern, and 
Midwestern areas. Most of the Rocky Mountain 
States compensated more claims as liable States 
than were forwarded as agent States. The largest 
number of interstate claims was compensated by 
New York. California transmitted the largest 
number as agent State. 


Placement Activities 


Although complete placements declined 7 per- 
cent from June, the 308,000 jobs filled in July 
by the public employment offices were 8 percent 
above the volume for the same month a year ago 
and 35 percent higher than in July 1938. More- 
over, the total of 260,000 private placements was 
the highest for any July in the history of the 
United States Employment Service, despite re- 
ductions in 36 States. About half the private 
placements were expected to last a month or 
longer (table 6). Decreases of more than 50 per- 
cent from June were reported by Arkansas and 
Washington, while reductions ranging from 20 to 
40 percent occurred in Alabama, Arizona, Idaho, 
Indiana, Kentucky, New Jersey, and Tennessee. 
The drop in Arkansas was attributable to the 


Chart IV.—Placements of men and women by public 
employment offices, January 1938July 1940 
THOUSANDS OF 


PLACEMENTS 
400 


300 





1938 1939 1940 
[. tOver 97 percent of public placements are of men. 
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sharp decline in agricultural placements, which 
comprise a sizable portion of private placements 
in that State. Jobs filled with private employers 


more than doubled in North Dakota and were 
more than 50 percent greater in Oklahoma be- 
cause of increased demand for agricultural labor. 


Table 6.—Placement activities of public employment services for all registrants, by States, July 1940 


[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 23, 1940] 







































































| 
Complete placements |Applications received 
| 
Private 
Percentage Jenner 
& y-July 1940 Supple- Activ 
Social Security Board region and change from mental rua file as af 
State Total place- P aun July 31, 
ota Regular | Percent- Public) ments | Number | “trom 1940 
Total aaa AI = June 
June July mont 7 change 1940 
otal from 
1940 1939 | Janv- 
ary-July 
1939 
Total. ......................_...] 308, 115 | 259, 533 | —10.0 | +21.9 | 129,022 |1, 708,747 | 1+26.8 | 48, 582 120, 065 | 1, 400,941 +6.3 | 5, 564, 630 
Region I: a 
Ee aay eee 5, 306 4, 113 —8.5 | +43.3 2, 542 27,674 | +27.2 1, 193 98 20, 169 —12.1 76, 737 
os 2S 2, 793 2, 292 +3.7 | +27.3 1, 860 10, 752 +11.3 501 41 8, 882 —17.2 M4, 
Deemencemestis....................] 3838 3,223 | —3.9 | +62.2 2, 582 21,597 | +547 603 9 32, 106 —7.5 208, 417 
New Hampshire..................| 2,258 1,748 | —13.1 | +17.1 1, 263 10, 613 +4.3 510 454 6, 164 —19.4 22, 002 
Ta 726 649 | —11.2| —7.3 478 ‘ —111 77 110 4, 845 —30.4 43, 607 
— Et SEE ee 1, 163 942 —.5 | +18.6 540 5,401 | +16.4 221 13 2, 310 —12.6 15, 758 
ion IT: 
a EEE es eee 26,860 | 25,077 —4,.8 | +57.8 13, 808 155, 013 +52.6 1, 783 810 170, 426 —12 636, 172 
mn III: 
Ee ee ee 1, 472 1, 188 +6.1 +3.7 501 6, 709 +4.4 284 152 3, 349 +117 11, 636 
EERE STS SRC 7,615 7,400 | —21.4 | —13.6 4, 543 59, 643 +23.9 215 438 51, 402 +6.0 255, 278 
—- OS 12, 453 9, 246 —8.6 | +53.6 6, 595 67, 512 +47.6 | 3,207 815 128, 007 +3.2 385, 636 
ion IV: 
District of Columbia___..._._____- 3, 488 2,989 | —17.8 | +26.2 1, 393 22, 797 +121 499 2 11, 964 —16.3 34, 878 
i : 4, 342 3, 617 —5.1 | +32.1 2, 169 22, 485 +39.5 725 29 19, 107 —9.2 71, 04 
en... .............- es 5, 208 4,092 | —13.8 +3.9 2, 140 32,592 | +10.3 1, 116 632 27,610 | +223 97, 046 
Sa 5, 011 4,181 | —17.0 | +33.2 2, 713 27, 466 +31.0 830 151 19, 384 +5.8 55, 547 
hase | er 2, 819 2, 339 —3.5 | +20.9 1, 248 15, 588 +4.0 480 216 | 19, 781 —2.4 81, 496 
ion V: 
SEERA ER pea ees 2, 496 1,693 | —29.2 | +36.9 955 15,332 | +59.1 803 162 16, 582 +5.0 96, 202 
Ea 11, 794 10, 907 —.5 | +113 5, 998 65, 197 +28. 0 7 268 82, 462 +54.9 265, 891 
Regen Vi [SSS ern 14, 022 12,986 | —17.4 | +31.4 6, 987 92, 591 +49. 2 1, 036 688 96, 482 +29.2 348, 256 
ion 
8 EE ae ot ee 12, 006 11,760 | —12.1 | +28.4 6, 320 87, 672 +21.6 246 51,909 | —8,2 183, 543 
(“| ee 6, 602 6,288 | —24.1 | +11.8 3, 719 49, 466 +13. 4 314 2, 147 | 40, 101 | —2.4 136, 084 
RE 7, 654 6, 702 —2.2 | +17.2 3,915 39, 351 +13.8 952 423 20, 651 —7.1 105, 988 
Region VII: 
a 4, 142 3,418 | —27.0 | +25.6 2, 539 27,710 | +33.2 724 155 26, 458 +41.6 104, 312 
EET 2, 576 1, 741 —.2 | +62.6 1, 047 15, 695 |'+164.7 835 285 19, 422 +15.3 77, 992 
: See EEE 8, 385 6, 720 —L4| +41.9 2, 648 45, 684 +74,2 1, 665 338 25, 154 —7.7 170, 527 
a IE 3, 726 1,978 —5.4 | —11.0 928 13, 791 +61.3 1, 748 231 22,091 +47.8 59, 717 
ase | 2,551 1,250 | —17.6 | +35.4 713 11, 426 +65. 0 1, 301 19 10, 827 +23.2 54, 083 
ES SSC 4, 820 4,003 | —38.3 | +45.4 2, 565 30, 197 +31.0 7 4, 339 12, 204 —19.2 118, 689 
Region VIII: | 
| AS Sa 7, 239 5, 229 +1.7 —3.6 1, 684 34, 360 -.1 2, 060 389 17, 426 —2.7 78, 818 
es 8, 674 7,492 | +25.2 | +37.8 3, 623 34, 397 +20.5 1, 182 949 22, 011 +16.5 131, 856 
<2 eS 3, 357 1, 807 —6.7 | +30.1 10, 618 +22.4 1, 550 97 10, 786 | —3.9 44, 468 
"ees 4, 513 4,032 |+123.1 | —10.8 2, 007 12, 948 +3.4 481 40 6,302 | +837. 3 29, 925 
— eS Se eee : 1, 864 1, 222 | +40.4 | +96.1 548 6, 337 +3.5 642 101 3,131; —12.4 26, 514 
Region IX: 
a 4, 067 3,365 | —52.8 | —13.3 1, 279 30, 084 +16.7 702 11, 645 11, 206 —15.6 42, 890 
I AE CS ae, Sa 4, 552 3, 553 —2.2 | +57.4 1, 151 21, 752 +81.8 999 432 16, 060 | +21 59, 065 
TS EE eae 7, 322 6,422 | —15.2 | +49.6 3, 439 47, 389 +69.0 900 569 40, 763 | +1.2 178, 068 
Ree xe EE a Sa See 7, 021 6, 368 | +57.0 | +98.0 31, 453 +26. 8 653 1, 826 18, 428 | —3.3 89, 088 
ion X: 
SERIO. See ee 2, 902 2, 501 +2.7 | —18.5 1, 674 21, 373 —27.2 401 360 23, 233 +16.7 69, 779 
SR 1, 227 874 | —11.9| +9.0 450 6,004) —41 353 266 3,964 | +25 34, 315 
T y epagaeeeataaampepamen 29, 179 25, 312 —1.6 |) +228 7, 875 178, 638 +12.0 | 3,867 55, 464 64,293 | +13.8 249, 322 
Region 
a icine avicsenncineeies 2, 095 1,826 | —22.3 | +26.4 16, 906 +75.5 269 2, 889 5, 826 —12.8 22, 989 
NS ae 8, 098 7,824 | +23.0 | +53.6 1, 466 28, 689 +23.6 274 2, 337 16, 205 | +9.5 50, 718 
On ee 3, 086 2,217 | —38.7| +7.9 14,665 | +23.2 869 1, 146 8, 113 | —6.6 15, 200 
| SE aS 2, 593 1,801 | +10.8 | +91.6 1, 161 8, 488 +62. 6 792 693 4,575 | +123 21, 553 
| ar 2, 362 1, 986 +8.2 | +10.3 8, 106 +20.0 376 337 8, 578 | —.4 22, 147 
pat SESE een 1, 282 +29.6 | +16.8 393 3, 233 +4.1 599 54 3, 005 —7.3 6, 571 
| SEE 22,512 | 19,118 | +7.4] —3.8] 10,112] 117,453 —.1| 3,304 4,623 | 105,916 | +127 | 468,631 
a 1,470 1,155 | +86) +28.5 690 6, 759 +25. 3 315 368 3, 153 +19.8 5, 7% 
eee 6, 278 4, 552 —5.4) +10.0 2, 678 26, 939 +20.3 1, 726 13, $11 21, 314 +54.7 38, 506 
a 8, 585 ,630 | —64.4 | —24.9 | 2,312 52,974 | +821] 1,955 8, 25, 418 —10.6 | 107,615 
Ne 621 404 | +28.7 | +02.4 186 1,566 | +54.0 217 32 910 -.4 947 
Sa ES AR eae ee 1, 052 528 —2.4 |+111.2 189 3,277 | +140.6 524 0 1, 386 +15.6 7, 955 




















1 January-February of 1939 and 1940 excluded for Florida, because private-placement activity was largely suspended in January-February 1939. 
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Of the 13 additional States reporting gains in 
July, increases of more than 25 percent were re- 
ported by Alaska, Minnesota, South Dakota, and 
Wyoming. 

Jobs filled in public employment during July 
totaled 49,000, a gain of 17 percent over June. 
Although this was the highest number of jobs 


Table 7.—Agricultural placements, by States, July 1940 
[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 14, 1940] 



































Complete place- Supplemental 
ments placements 
Social Security Board 
region and State Total | — — 
Number) change | Number) change 
from | from 
June | June 
Se sicsnanseinmnts | 137, 562 | 39, 082 | —21.5 | 98,490| 20.8 
ni: 
Connecticut...........- 329 329 | —23.7 0 (1) 
SS | 157 157 | +157.4 0 (4) 
Massachusetts......__. | 49 | 48) () 1} @) 
New Hampshire... __- 65 | 61 | —21.5 | 4} (1) 
Rhode Island - -.... | 4 4 (‘) 0 (') 
Vermont - - . "a | 61 60 +3.4 1; @) 
Region II: 
ES 1, 470 1,470 | +122.0 0; & 
Region III: 
Delaware_....__.. 75 | 63 (!) 12} () 
New Jersey - - ...- 428 428 | +21.6 0; @® 
Pennsylvania. - -. 179 138 — 26.6 41 @) 
Region IV: | | | 
District of Columbia 36 | 36/ () o| @® 
Maryland Seed 117 117 | +17.0 | 0 (‘) 
North Carolina.._.... 773 | 217 | — 57.9 | 556 —72.6 
Virginia eS ‘ 108 59 —88.1 4y (*) 
Aaa - 64 6); () 1 (4) 
: 
Kentucky............ 52 50 | —84.5 2; @) 
Michigan - - ......-.-. 1,353 | 1,337 +21.3 | 16 | (4) 
| ES 1, 152 1, 005 +25. 9 147 (‘) 
Region VI: | 
Illinois - - - 777 | 756 | +50.9 21 (*) 
Indiana - - 263 262 —43.3 ] () 
Wisconsin 921 891 | +34.0 30 | () 
Region VII: 
Ala 304 | 282 —84.8 22 (‘) 
Florida 17 | 17; @ 0 (4) 
ia onue 1, 558 1,423 | +3.2 135 (‘) 
Miss sippl RNDE 535 | 496 | —7.6 39 (1) 
South Carolina... __. 62 | 62 | —61.7 0 () 
Tennessee .__.____... 4, 351 427 | —85.9 3,924 | —73.2 
Region VIII | 
Iowa... _- 1,769 | 1,688 | +122.4 81 () 
Minnesota 3,773 | 3,138 | +109.2 635 | +317.8 
Nebraska 447 | 389 +61.4 58 () 
North Dakota__.. 2, 815 2,815 | +559.3 0 (‘) 
— ‘aes ; 478 | +374. 1 75 (*) 
n 4 | | 
Arkansas... 12, 789 1, 291 —75. 8 11, 498 —33.8 
om Me 737 | 703 | —14.8 34 (*) 
Bemeeuri............ -| 1,005 | 681 | —42.0 | 324 —96. 2 
_— a Rick 5,516 | 3,832 | +121.2 1, 684 +169. 9 
m A: | | | 
Louisiana sieeee 39 | 22) (4) 17) 
New Mexico. . . . 414 | 197 | —21.8 217; 61.1 
aE SES 53, 745 306 | —44.8 | 53, 439 | +9. 2 
Region XI: | 
Ee 2, 933 227 —65. 8 2,706 | +197.0 
Colorado 7,679 | 5,401; +38.5| 2278 | +1289 
daho___. 1,653 | 1,101) —54.4) 552| —74.6 
Montana.. 1, 087 | 7 —7.7 | 205 | +20.9 
awed 1, 190 | 914 —24.7 | 276 —7.1 
Wyoming 299 +72.0 | 10 | (‘) 
. | 
EE ieiceswabesac | 3,559 1, 196 — 26.9 | 2, 363 +103. 2 
“RRR 340 235 | —2.4 55 | —24.6 
gon... ----| 123,133 764; —5.2 11, 369 — 50.5 
Washington_.......... 7,891 | 2,389) —77.8| 5,502 () 
tories: } 
a 71 7); @& 0 | (*) 
SSN 4 4; 0 (!) 





' Not computed, because less than 50 placements were made in either period. 
* Percentage increase of over 1,000 percent. 


Bulletin, September 1940 


Chart V.—Active file of men and women registrants at 
public employment offices as of end of month, Janu- 
ary 1938-July 1940 
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filled in public employment since October 1939, 
the volume was about one-third less than in the 
corresponding months of 1938 and 1939. 

Supplemental placements declined 15 percent to 
120,000, reflecting mainly the decreased demand 
for agricultural workers. In addition to Texas, 
where nearly half of all such placements for the 
country were reported, Arkansas and Oregon re- 
ported relatively large volumes of supplemental 
placements. More than 98,000 or 82 percent of 
the supplemental placements were in agriculture, 
in contrast to 88 percent in the previous month 
(table 7). Total agricultural placements amounted 
to 138,000, a decrease of 21 percent from June. 

More than 1.4 million applications for work were 
received during July, an increase of 6 percent over 
June. Increases were reported by 25 States, with 
expansions of 40 percent or more in Alabama, 
Michigan, Mississippi, and Oregon. However, 
the active file at the end of July had decreased 
3 percent to 5.6 million registrants, largely because 
of an increased number of removals of applications 
from active files. Registrants actively seeking 
work through the public employment offices at 
the close of July were 9 percent less than in the 
corresponding period of 1939. Decreases were 
reported for 38 States, reductions of more than 20 
percent occurring in Alaska, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Maine, and Wyoming, and between 10 and 20 
percent in Arizona, Connecticut, Hawaii, Mon- 
tana, New Hampshire, and Vermont. The only 
States reporting increases of more than 10 per- 
cent were Florida, Mississippi, and Ohio. 
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During July, placements of 192,000 men and month or longer than were men; such jobs com. 
116,000 women were made (table 8). Private prised 58 percent of private placements of women 
placements of men and women each declined 10 in contrast to 44 percent of private placements of 
percent from June but increased 20 and 23 per- men. Applications for jobs by men during July 
cent, respectively, over July 1939. Women were _ totaled 978,000, an increase of 12 percent over 
placed in a greater proportion of jobs lasting one June, while 423,000 applications, a decrease of 5 


Table 8.—Placement activities of public employment services for men and women, by States, July 1940 


[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 27, 1940] 



























































| Men Women 
| o-— — 
| Complete placements Complete placements 
Social Security Board region | i — | 
and State | Private ape —_— Sain Private | Applica- Active file 
: | tions re- | as of Jul 
, - ceived 31, 1940 , celved | 31, 1040” 
Tota Regular Public Total Regular Public 
Total | (over 1 | Total | (over1 | 
| month) month) | 
| | | 
ee | 192, 385 | 145,007 | 63, 108 | 47,378 | 978,130 | 3,971,111 | 115,730 | 114,526 | 65,914 | 1,204 422,811 | 1,593, 519 
Region I: 
Connecticut. ..............- 3, 408 2, 264 1,386 | 1,144 | 10,934 44, 730 1,898; 1,849| 1,156) 49 | 9, 235 32, 007 
SRE | 1,680 1, 180 958 500 5, 783 24, 077 1,113} 1,112 | 902 | 1} 3,099 10, 324 
Massachusetts. .____....___. | 1,919 1, 328 1,075 591 | 19,078 125, 875 1,907 1, 895 1, 507 12] 13,028 | 82,542 
New Hampshire-____.._.___- | 1,670 1,173 835 497 4, 221 13, 082 588 | 575 | 428 | 13| 1,943 8, 920 
Rhode Island__..__....._._- 327 | 251 199 76| 2,987 | 24, 020 | 399 | 398 | 279 1| 1,858 19, 587 
a Tee amie 7 539 292 221| 1,460 10, 972 | 403 | 403 | 248 | 0 | 850 4, 786 
n II: 
. Now York Ae | 13,371] 11,686 6,481 | 1,685 | 106,997 409, 778 | 13,489} 13,391} 7,327 | 98 | 63,429 | 226,304 
egion . ] 
en 754 470 226 aM 2, 203 7,189 | 718 | ns | 275 | 0} 1,146 4,447 
New Jersey .................. | 2, 895 2, 719 1, 801 176 | 31,629 160,520 | 4,720| 4,681) 2,742 | 39 | 19,773 | 94,758 
un [aaa | 7,461 4, 297 3,118 | 3,164 | 91,933 230,116 | 4,002 | 4,949) 3,477 | 43| 36,074 | 105,50 
on IV: | } } | 
District of Columbia________| 1, 538 1, 088 502 450 7, 145 21,835 | 1,950 1,901 | 891 | 49 | 4,819 13, 043 
i (SRT | 2,917 2, 197 1,276 | 720 2, 558 46,952 | 1,425 1, 420 | 893 | 5| 6,549 25, 042 
North Carolina-...........- | 3,057 1,945 847 | 1,112| 17,957 | 62,837 | 2,151 | 2,147| 1,293 | 4/ 9,653 35, 109 
i ititibacbsiacnnee | 3,169 2, 347 1, 576 13, 089 36, 877 1,842| 1,834/ 1,137 | 8| 6,295 18, 670 
West Virginia ae | 1, 516 1, 577 478 | 15,740 67,963 | 1,303) 1,301 | 671 | 2) 4,041 13, 533 
lon V: | | } | 
as 1, 470 | 676 281 744 | 12,7 78, 096 1,026 1,017 | 674 9| 3,78 18, 196 
. Saat 7, 57 6,7 3, 142 864 | 66,977 208,251 | 4,224 | 4, 201 2, 856 | 23 | 15,485 7, 640 
. Ohio > ee 7,497 6, 478 3,145 | 1,019] 67,567 250,283 | 6, 525 6, 508 3, 842 | 17 | 28, 915 97,973 
egion VI: } 
Sl te ciltteiisetncndanissin 6,045 | 5,812 2, 760 233 | 33,747; 126,513| 5,961 5, 948 3, 560 | 13 | 18,162 57,030 
REA 3,004} 2, 1,409 285 | 27,806 | 99,506 | 3, 508 3,479 | 2,310 29 | 12,205 36, 578 
~ Wieeensin Soh a 4,381} 3,577 1,912 804 | 19,894 | 80,073 | 3,273 | 3,125| 2,003 148 | = 9, 757 25, 915 
eg: n : | | | | 
I cerita 2, 764 2, 044 1,411 720 | 20,980 84, 451 1,378 | 1,374 1, 128 | 4| 5,478 19, 861 
CR NE | 1,765 | 936 | 545 829 | 13,661 57, 148 | 811 | 805 | 502 | 6| 5,761; 2, 
SE 5,765 | 4,111 | 1,332] 1,654 | 17,903 119,542 | 2, 620 2,609 | 1,316 | 11| 7,251 50, 985 
OS Sig | 2866) 1,119} 402 | 1,747 , 293 47, 215 | 860 859 | 526 1/ 3,798 12, 502 
South Carolina. --......___- | 1,953 656 | 269 | 1,297 8, 278 | 41, 438 | 598 594 | 444 | 4 2, 549 12, 645 
TE | 2,881] 2,155 1, 328 726 7, 905 | 82,760 | 1,939/ 1,938] 1,237 | 1 4,209 | 35,920 
Region VIII | 
a 5,493 | 3,516 817} 1,977| 12,471 | 59, 276 1, 796 1, 713 867 | 83 4, 955 19, 542 
aa 6,117} 4,956 2,067 | 1,161 | 15,084 | 97, 629 2,557 | 2,536 | 1,556 | 21| 6,927 , 227 
| RE | 2,624} 1,108 344 | 1,516 8,002 | 35, 102 | 733 | 699 | 441 | 34| 2,784 9, 366 
Nosth Dakote.............. 3,693 | 3,227/ 1,515 466 4, 820 23, 209 820 805 | 492 | 15| 1,482 6, 716 
South Dakota__.._........._| 1, 504 | 871 | 375 633 2, 309 | 19, 830 | 360 | 351 | 173 | 9 822 6, 684 
Region IX: | | | | 
| 2,358] 1,659 | 439} 699/ 8308; 33,865) 1,709) 1,706) 840 | 3| 2,808 9, 025 
ae | 3,365 | 2,382 | 527 983 | 12,093 47,104} 1,187| 1,171 624 | 16 | 3,967 11, 961 
| TE 4,268 | 3,382 1,510 886 | 27,461 126,728 | 3,054 | 3,040 | 1,929 | 14| 13,302 51, 340 
‘ Suimeme peat aceena 5,256 | 4,607 188 649 | 14,473 72, 451 | 1,765 | 1,761 | 652 | 4} 3,955 16, 
mA: | | 
a | 1, 211 821 479 300 | 17,826 55,808 | 1,691 1,680 | 1, 195 11 | 5,407 13, 881 
New Merico..............-- | "845 492 229| 353/ 3,062} 28.980,  ‘382| ‘382| ‘om 0;  ‘go2| 5,32 
. i . Wh nanwencnneconenenenn--| 18,683 | 14, 903 3,070 | 3,780 | 46,237 191,646 | 10,496 | 10, 409 4, 805 87 | 18,056 | 57,676 
n | | | | | 
aE ea “1, 358 1, 135 418 223 4, 501 18, 449 737 | 691 | 236; 46| 1,325 4, 540 
Sea 6,019 | 5,753 744 266 | 12,031 45,834 | 2,079} 2,071 | 722 | 8| 4,174 13, 879 
| AE 2,425 | 1,564 | 494 861 6, 717 13, 046 | 661 653 | 370 | 8| 1,396 2, 244 
Montana 2,232 | 1,446 928 736 3, 805 17, 266 | 361 355 | 233 | 6 | 770 4, 287 
1,457 | 1,081 103 37 6, 499 18, 035 | 905 905 | 150 | 0| 2,079 4, 112 
1,061 | 467 263 504 2, 471 5, 346 | 221 216 | 130 | 5 | 624 1, 225 
: 
SR iliticehewncacscecs | 13,737 | 10,401 5,459 | 3,336 | 69,425) 323,214) 8,775) 8,717 | 4, 653 58 | 36,401 | 145,417 
i ticisceheresnosasicsinines 1, 163 | 854 543 309 2, 539 4, 567 | 307 | 301 | 147 | 6 | 614 1, 159 
A | 5,047] 3,352 1,885 | 1,695 | 16,832 30,269 | 1,231| 1,200 | 793 | 31} 4,482 8, 237 
. a er Re 6,576 | 4,745 1,363 | 1,831 | 19,713 84,034 | 2,009) 1,885 | 49 | 124 5, 705 23, 581 
: | 
Oe 534 | 323 157| 211 798 722 | 87 | 81 | 29 6 112 225 
| TT | 866 | 361 106 | 505 1, 039 6, 503 | 186 | 167 | 83 | 19 | 347 1, 452 
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percent from June, were received from women. 
The active files at the end of July for men and 
women decreased 3 percent and 2 percent, 
respectively. 


Allowances and Disallowances, April-June 1940 


During the second quarter of 1940, the new 
claims for benefits of more than 2.5 million 
workers were disposed of on first determination; 
more than 2.1 million or 85 percent were 
found eligible for benefits. Of the 373,000 claim- 
ants disallowed benefits, 232,000 were denied 
because of insufficient wage credits earned in 
covered employment; 122,000 because of no wage 
records, indicating that the claimants had not 
worked in covered employment; and the remaining 
19,000 for other reasons. Nearly 400,000 or 19 
percent more dispositions were made in April- 
June than in the preceding quarter, largely because 
of increases in the 9 States which began new 
benefit years in April. 

Although 15 percent of all claims disposed of 
were disallowed, the rates for several States were 
appreciably greater. Outstanding among these 
were Florida, Nebraska, and South Carolina, each 
of which disallowed a third or more of all claims 
filed in those States. 

As in the previous quarter, insufficient wage 
credits constituted the principal reason for dis- 
allowance. More than 9 percent of the claimants 
lacked the necessary qualifying wages from covered 
employment, in contrast to 12 percent in the 
preceding quarter. In Florida 41 percent of the 
claimants were denied benefits for this reason, 
in contrast to 19 percent in the preceding quarter 
and 17 percent in the second quarter of 1939. This 
increased rate results primarily from an amendment 
to the Florida law in June 1939, which requires 
that for a benefit year beginning in 1940 earnings 
over an 8-quarter period must be equal to 60 
times the weekly benefit amount before a claimant 
can qualify for benefits. Prior to amendment, 
qualifying wages were based on earnings equiva- 
lent to 16 times the weekly benefit amount in 3 
calendar quarters. South Carolina, with 30 per- 
cent, and Nebraska, with 25 percent, ranked next 
in the proportion of claimants who were dis- 
allowed benefits because of insufficient wage 
credits. These data continued to reflect the 
higher qualifying wage requirements which be- 
came effective this year. The rates for these 
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States were approximately the same as in the 
preceding quarter. In the corresponding quarter 
of 1939, however, only 10 percent of the South 
Carolina claimants and 14 percent of the Nebraska 
claimants were disallowed benefits because of 


Chart VI.—Percent of new claims disallowed on first 
determination by reason of disallowance, April-June 
1940 

PERCENT 
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GMMR INSUFFICENT WAGE CREDITS 
OTHER REASONS * 


EES] NO WAGE RECORD 


tExcludes Wisconsin, because provisions of State law are not comparable. 
*Includes some claims not allocated for disallowance, where provision of 
State law is not comparable. 
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insufficient wage credits. 
South Carolina law required that claimants must 


At that time, the 


have worked 13 out of the 52 weeks preceding the 
last week of employment, and the Nebraska law 


Table 9.—Number of new claims ' disposed of on first determination by the initial authority, number allowed, and 
number disallowed and percentage distribution by reason for disallowance, by States, April-June 1940 


[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to July 23, 1940] 






























































| Disallowed 
| 
Total num- Reason for disallowance 
ber of dis- 
Social Security Board region positions Number ae 
and State on first allowed Percent of | Insufficient wage credits No wage record All other 
determina- Number total dis- 
tion positions ae 
Percent of Percent of Percent of 
Number | total dis- Number | total dis- Number | total dis. 
positions positions positions 
raise athintiticiiiintitimmswatina 2, 522,170 | 2, 148, 874 373, 296 14.8 4 231, 544 19.3 2121, 734 14.9 | 118, 556 20.7 
Region I: 
Connecticut 28, 948 23, 962 4, 986 17.2 2, 899 10.0 753 2.6 1, 334 46 
Mai 49, 581 45, 009 4, 572 9.2 2, 862 5.8 1, 710 3.4 @ |... cee 
218, 201 198, 315 19, 886 9.1 14, 291 6.6 2, 913 1.3 2, 682 1.2 
18, 152 16, 520 1, 632 9.0 1, 304 7.2 328 1.8 @ hocecccuee 
55, 024 52, 717 2, 307 4.2 1, 789 3.3 469 .8 49 an 
3, 137 2, 674 463 14.8 163 5.2 300 9.6 @ bcc. scee 
598, 348 490, 125 108, 223 18.1 67, 275 11.3 40, 948 6.8 | 0 |. 
| 
4, 728 4, 091 637 13.5 452 9.6 185 3.9 | 0 Ei 
94, 833 88, 004 6, 829 7.2 2, 822 3.0 3, 446 3.6 | 561 | 6 
183, 766 171, 896 11, 870 6.5 7, 690 4.2 4, 180 2.3 0 |. eid 
7, 271 6, 940 331 4.6 3201 2.8 85 1.2 45 6 
38, 720 35, 708 3,012 7.8 2, 194 5.7 818 2.1 =a 
62, 732 47, 404 15, 328 24.4 5, 878 9.4 7, 948 12.6 1, 502 24 
68, 257 61, 631 6, 626 9.7 5, 668 8.3 856 1.3 102 PS 
42, 965 , 872 6, 093 14.2 1,901 44 1,970 4.6 2, 222 62 
23, 867 19, 000 4, 867 20.4 3, 387 14.2 1, 480 6.2 0}. ossua 
71, 535 58, 998 12, 537 17.5 10, 371 14.5 2,114 2.9 52 a} 
86, 494 78, 522 7, 972 9.2 3 3,827 4.4 1,091 1.3 3, 054 3.5 
236, 759 204, 863 31, 896 13.5 17, 226 7.3 13, 174 5.6 1, 496 6 
35, 169 32, 820 2, 349 6.7 2, 319 6.6 el | ae 
23, 402 21, 940 1, 462 6.2 . i Saar lel, RS SESS. @  liacccisme 
093 21, 066 4, 027 16.0 3, 173 12.6 854 3.4 © faccccumeenee 
31, 313 16, 090 15, 223 48.6 12, 700 40.6 2, 138 6.8 385 1.2 
G 37, 519 30, 417 7, 102 18.9 3, 619 9.6 2, 335 6.2 1, 148 3.1 
“ Sea 14, 440 12, 582 1, 858 12.9 937 6.5 455 3.2 466 32 
South Carolina___..__..____ 17, 437 11, 337 6, 100 35.0 5, 260 | 30.2 840 4.8 O lh ocsescumn 
 )/ =a 32, 053 , 993 6, 060 18.9 4, 736 14.8 1, 324 41 0} nail 
Region VIII 
a 17, 309 13, 333 3, 976 23.0 1, 48 10.7 800 4.6 1, 328 | a7 
Pa 24, 207 19, 917 4, 290 17.7 3, 486 14.4 804 3.3 © lccsecukene 
a aaaaaiaage 5, 816 3, 884 1, 932 33.2 1, 476 25.4 456 7.8 0}. “a 
North Dakota___._.....___- 2, 536 1, 882 654 25.8 500 19.7 149 5.9 5 _ 
South Dakota__.........._- 3, 211 2, 822 389 12.1 187 5.8 175 5.5 27 8 
Region IX: 
ee 17, 385 12,977 4, 408 25. 4 2, 471 14.2 1, 937 11.2 0}. sete 
| jhe 9, 180 8, 143 1, 037 11.3 531 5.8 506 5.5 0}. a 
SiGe 35, 462 31, 508 3, 954 11.2 1, 692 4.8 2, 098 5.9 164 5 
“RSS 15, 641 12, 969 2, 672 17.1 1, 083 6.9 1, 300 8.3 2389 1.9 
Region X: ? 
ES 27, 553 23, 246 4, 307 15.6 2, 550 9.3 1, 746 6.3 11 (® 
New Merxico-__.........--.- 4, 338 3, 216 1, 122 25.9 797 18.4 325 7.5 © | .nocoscsenie 
 . | aes 56, 023 41, 864 14, 159 25.3 6, 943 12.4 6, 469 11.6 747 1.3 
Region XI 
| Ee 5, 198 4, 300 898 17.3 630 12.1 207 4.0 61 1.2 
A 13, 218 10, 698 2, 520 19.1 1, 675 12.7 747 5.7 98 7 
SI RTE 5, 199 4, 080 1,119 21.5 909 17.5 138 2.6 72 14 
aaa | 4,413 3, 964 449 10.2 251 5.7 186 4.2 12 3 
a 4, 193 3, 382 811 19.3 550 13.1 253 6.0 8 2 
hag i 3, 895 3, 170 725 18.6 528 13.5 88 2.3 109 2.8 
n : 
Rae ee 112, 663 90, 263 22, 400 19.9 14, 089 12. 5 &, 311 7.4 0 |. erees 
TL 2, 494 | 1, 910 584 23. 4 189 7.6 216 8.6 179 7.2 
Se 10, 345 | 8, 866 1, 479 14.3 916 8.9 300 2.9 263 25 
T AEE 26. 531 22, 431 4, 100 15. 5 2, 764 10.4 1, 323 5.0 13 Al 
A 3, 971 3, 106 865 21.8 347 8.8 446 11.2 72 1.8 
ST 1, 645 1, 447 198 12.0 188 11.4 10 .6 0 -_ seers 
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required that the claimant must have earned 
wages equal to at least 16 times his weekly 
benefit amount in 3 of the 4 preceding quarters. 
The requirement in South Carolina has been 


Chart VII.—Number of weeks compensated as liable 
and as agent State, April-June 1940 
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changed to 40 or 50 times the weekly benefit 
amount and that in Nebraska to 30 times the 
weekly benefit amount, earned in 4 quarters. 

About 5 percent of the claims were disallowed 
because the claimants had not worked in covered 
employment, as evidenced by the lack of wage 
records for them. More than 10 percent of the 
dispositions in Alaska, Arkansas, North Carolina, 
and Texas were disallowed for this reason. Less 
than 1 percent of the dispositions were disallowed 
for reasons other than insufficient wage credits or 
lack of wage records. Nineteen States reported 
no disallowances for “other” reasons. The rela- 
tively high rate in West Virginia was due to the 
provisions of the State law with respect to benefits 
for partial unemployment which are based on 
wage losses during a calendar quarter as a result 
of less than full-time work. If a worker’s aggre- 
gate quarterly earnings in that State exceed the 
limits provided by the law, benefits for previous 
unemployment are denied. In Iowa nonavail- 
ability for work, voluntary leaving, and similar 
reasons contributed to the large proportion of 
disallowances for ‘other’ reasons, and in Nevada 
duplicate interstate claims and those from claim- 
ants who were not available for work accounted 
for the relatively high number of disallowances for 
“other’’ reasons. 


Interstate Claims, April-June 1940 


Interstate claims for 557,000 weeks of unem- 
ployment were compensated during the second 
quarter of 1940, an increase of 2 percent over the 
first quarter of the year. Increases were noted in 
26 States, including 7 of the 9 States which began 
uniform benefit years in April. The unemploy- 
ment compensated on interstate claims repre- 
sented 3.7 percent of all weeks of unemployment 
compensated during the second quarter, a slightly 
lower proportion than in the previous quarter. 
More than one-third of all interstate claims were 
compensated by California, Illinois, Michigan, 
New York, and Pennsylvania. 

The patterns displayed in previous periods again 
prevailed during this quarter, with neighboring 
States transmitting most of the interstate claims 
compensated by adjacent States. Seventy-five 
percent or more of the weeks of unemployment 
compensated by Arkansas, Delaware, Georgia, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, Oregon, and Vermont 
were forwarded from contiguous States, and 17 
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other States made 60 percent or more of such 
payments on claims received from adjacent States. 
As in the past quarter, contiguous States forwarded 
only a small proportion of the interstate claims 
compensated by California, Montana, and Utah. 

Few States handled equivalent volumes of 
interstate claims both as agent and as liable 
State; in several States, the difference between 
the volume of claims forwarded as agent and the 
number received for payment was marked. As 
in the previous quarter, Alaska was outstanding, 
compensating nearly 7 times the number of weeks 
of unemployment as liable State that it forwarded 
as agent State. Michigan, Montana, and Wyo- 
ming again compensated twice as many interstate 
claims as they forwarded. In Delaware, Illinois, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, and New 
York, the number of weeks compensated was 
almost twice the volume transmitted to other 
States. 

Extensive migration among covered workers 
continued during the second quarter. Colorado, 
Michigan, and New York paid interstate claims 
originating throughout the entire country, while 
California, Illinois, Missouri, and Ohio each com- 
pensated claims transmitted by 49 other jurisdic- 
tions. Twenty-one other States received claims 


from at least 40 States, and practically all the 
States received interstate claims from more than 
half the others. Although neighboring States ag 9 
group forwarded most of the interstate claims paid 
by New York, the largest numbers came from 
California and from Florida. Each of these 
States forwarded about 10 percent of all interstate 
claims compensated by New York. California 
transmitted the largest number of interstate claims 
to Illinois and accounted for 16 percent of the 
interstate claims compensated by that State. On 
the other hand, the 59,000 weeks of unemployment 
compensated by California originated in signifi- 
cant volumes in a number of States, although the 
largest proportions were forwarded by nearby 
States. Several distant States, namely, Arizona, 
Missouri, Oklahoma, and Texas, each accounted 
for 5 percent or more of all interstate claims com- 
pensated by California. 

California not only compensated more interstate 
claims than any other State, but as agent State it 
also forwarded at least twice as many claims as any 
other State forwarded. Almost equivalent vol- 
umes of claims as agent State and as liable State 
were handled in California, indicating an extensive 
movement of workers into as well as out of the 
State. 


INVENTORY OF JOB SEEKERS REGISTERED AT PUBLIC 
EMPLOYMENT OFFICES, APRIL 1940' 


Current need for workers in shipyards and 
arsenals, the development of training programs, 
and reports of labor shortages in various lines of 
industrial activity have focused attention on the 
availability of skilled workers. The inventory 
taken at the beginning of April of job seekers 
actively seeking work through public employment 
offices provides the most recent comprehensive 
information on the distribution and characteris- 
tics of available workers. Since the inventory 
was taken, the demand for certain kinds of workers 
has rapidly increased, and many registrants have 
been placed in jobs. To the extent, therefore, 
that these placements have exceeded registrations 
of other workers recently separated from employ- 
ment, the April inventory overstates the avail- 
ability of certain kinds of workers at the public 
employment offices, particularly of workers whose 


1 For discussion of similar data based on reports from 43 States, see the 
Bulletin, July 1940, pp. 16-20. 
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training and experience has been in occupations 
directly related to the armament program, such 
as tinsmiths, loftsmen, shipwrights, and other 
highly skilled workmen. Since the inventory was 
taken, the active file has increased by 480,000; 
among the workers who are believed to have 
registered for employment in defense industries 
there are undoubtedly many qualified in these 
skills. 

During the past few years, an increasing num- 
ber of workers have sought jobs through the 
public employment offices with the result that 
the offices have a more complete supply of workers 
in skilled crafts than before the inauguration of 
the unemployment compensation program. In 
1939, the number of placements with private 
employers approximated 2.7 million, a record for 
the public employment service, and in the first 6 
months of 1940 they amounted to nearly 1.5 
million. As the role of the public employment 
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offices in the defense program becomes increas- 
ingly evident, it is expected that the number of 
workers available for employment through these 
facilities will continue to expand. 


Definition of Active File 


The active file of job seekers, which is the basis 
for the periodic inventories, contains records 
showing the work histories of persons who are 
seeking work through the facilities of the local 
employment offices. These work histories give 
personal, occupational, and industrial character- 
istics of applicants obtained through careful inter- 
view by trained employment service personnel. 
After the initial application, the job seeker must 
report periodically to the local employment offices 
in order to keep his application active. The 
period for which each new or renewed application 
remains active varies among the States from 15 
to 90 days. 

The file does not represent a complete count of 
the unemployed, because not all unemployed per- 
sons are registered for work at public employment 
offices. The inauguration of the unemployment 
compensation program brought into the local 
offices millions of workers who previously had not 
used these facilities for finding jobs, but an 
indeterminate number of workers continue to seek 
jobs through other means. Although no infor- 
mation is available that would indicate precisely 
how many of the unemployed do not register 
with the local offices, the number of applications 
in the active file during the past few years has 
ranged between one-half and two-thirds of the 
various estimates of the total number of unem- 
ployed. 

Several reasons account for the fact that not 
all job seekers are registered. Probably the most 
important reason is that workers for whom jobs 
are not found within the period during which 
their applications remain valid often fail to renew 
their applications, even though they may con- 
tinue to be unemployed. In such cases, the work- 
history card is removed to the inactive file. Local 
employment offices are fully aware of this ten- 
dency, and they frequently canvass the inactive 
files for workers qualified to meet the require- 
ments of openings for which there is a restricted 
supply of available workers. Many placements 
thus are made from the inactive registers. Be- 
cause of this, the active file of registrants under- 
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states the proportion of the currently unemployed 
whose work histories are available at the public 
employment offices. Another important reason 
is that it is customary for some unions to find 
employment for their unemployed members, as 
part of the procedure of preserving seniority rights. 
Once members of these unions have exhausted 
their benefit rights, there is a tendency to dis- 
continue reporting regularly to the local employ- 
ment office. Also, in many instances, workers 
who are laid off frequently expect to or have been 
told to return to their former employment within 
a short time and, as a result, do not register for 
work. 

As public agencies, the local employment offices 
accept applications for work from any individual 
who wishes to register with them. Consequently, 
an indeterminate number of workers who are 
already employed and who wish to improve their 
employment status or change to a different kind 
of work from that in which they are engaged, 
register with the local offices. Inventory data 
relating to the active file of job seekers do not 
distinguish between the persons employed or un- 
employed at the time of filing, although such in- 
formation is recorded on the work history. How- 
ever, the number of persons who apply for work 
at the public employment offices, although already 
employed, represents a very small proportion of 
the total number of registered job seekers, 

With respect to the availability and qualifica- 
tions of the registrants for job openings, it should 
be recognized that the dynamic character of the 
labor market affects the active file significantly. 
Turn-over is large and continuous. Many workers 
find employment during the validity period of their 
applications through means other than the em- 
ployment offices, but their cards may remain in the 
active file until the expiration of the validity 
period. New applications are added daily, how- 
ever, so that the representativeness of the file 
continues for some time after the date of the 
inventory, except during periods of exceptionally 
rapid change in employment conditions. 

Occupational qualifications of registered workers 
are established after careful interview, and oral 
statements by applicants and their degrees of skill 
are frequently subject to test and verification. In 
recent years, with the labor supply relatively 
ample, employers have tended to raise qualifica- 
tion standards, since even these higher standards 
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could be met without difficulty. At present, when 
workers are needed immediately for certain 
industries, the rigid standards of earlier years 
probably cannot be maintained without causing 
stringencies. In the past, specifications with 
respect to personal characteristics and factors 
other than qualifications for the job had been 
frequently introduced. Adherence to such speci- 
fications necessarily limits the number of workers 
considered available or qualified. Since such 
preferences are not revealed until job orders are 
received from employers, registrants in the active- 
file count must be regarded as available for work 
since they are seeking employment and possess the 
technical skill required to perform the job. 


General Characteristics of Registrants 

When the inventory was taken in April 1940, 
approximately 5.1 million persons were actively 
seeking work through the 1,471 full-time employ- 
ment offices in the 48 States, the District of 
Columbia, Alaska, and Hawaii. Of this number, 
about 3.8 million were men. 

Nearly 1.4 million persons, or 27 percent of the 
job seekers, had previously been employed in man- 
ufacturing industries. Of these, approximately 
330,000 had had experience in the manufacture of 
textiles and textile products, including apparel, 
and approximately 136,000 had been employed in 
industries producing iron and steel or their prod- 
ucts. Among the 655,000 workers shown for the 
miscellaneous manufacturing activities, the largest 
single group was 191,000 workers formerly engaged 
in the manufacture of food and kindred products. 
The 741,000 workers with experience in wholesale 
and retail enterprises accounted for 15 percent of 
the total, and those from construction and service 
activities each represented 12 percent of all regis- 
trants. A significant number of registrants—16 
percent—had not had any recent work experience 


Table 2.—Percentage distribution of job seekers in 
selected industries, by area, April 1940 
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All areas___._- 100.0 | 100.0] 100.0} 100.0} 100.0 100.0 
New England_______. 6.5} 111 6.0 5.7 5.2 20 
Middle Atlantic... __. 29. 5 32.8 27.0 27.9 29.0 11.6 
Great Lakes.._....... 18.3 | 22.1 15.8} 18.1 16.6 10.1 
Southeast __.......... 11.3] 11.5] 118 9.6] 11.3 4.5 
Southwest_._......... 13. 1 88} 15.0] 143] 145 21.6 
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Rocky Mountain...... 3.3/ 1.2 4.5 2.7 3.5 7.6 
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and were therefore regarded as having no indus- 
trial affiliation. Included in this group were new 
entrants into the labor market and persons who 
had not been employed during the past 4 years. 

Skilled, semiskilled, and unskilled workmen each 
accounted for about 20 percent of all registered job 
seekers in April (table 1). Registrants with ex- 
perience in the clerical-and-sales and service occu- 
pations together accounted for about 25 percent 
of the total, and the remainder was comprised of 
persons who had worked either in agriculture, for- 
estry, and fishery (8.7 percent), in professional and 
managerial positions (3.3 percent), or in other oc- 
cupations (2.9 percent). Among the skilled and 
unskilled groups, about 90 percent were men, but 
among the semiskilled workers only 75 percent 
were men. Women outnumbered men in both 
the clerical-and-sales and service groups. 

Within each of the occupational groups there 
were fairly marked differences in the ages of men 
and women job seekers. For example, at least 20 
percent of the men in each occupational class were 
45 years of age and over; the proportion for skilled 
men ranged as high as 42 percent. Among the 
women registrants the proportions 45 years of age 
and over ranged from less than 10 percent of those 


Table 1.—Percentage distribution of job seekers in each area, by occupation, April 1940 






































Professional | Agriculture, 
Area Total Skilled | Semiskilled | Unskilled | and man- | Clerical and | Service | forestry, and | Other 
| agerial | } | fishery 
| | 
| 
ee evene...........-. 100. 0 | 19.3 19.9 20.7 3.3 | 12.9 12.3 | 8.7 2.9 
i 
New England__..........- 100.0 | 24.0 28. 6 18.2 2.8 | 13.2 | 8.8 | 2.5 1.9 
Middle Atlantic____..___- 100.0 | 19. 6 21.9 20.1 3.8 | 14.1 | 12.0 3.2 5.3 
eS 100.0 | 22.0 21.6 21.6 3.2 13.5 | 12.1 4.5 1.5 
SS IRS 100.0 | 15.5 18.1 22.4 2.2 | 8.9 11.6 | 19.1 2.2 
Southwest _..............- 100.0 | 16.6 16. 2 23.4 2.4 | 12.0 14.3 | 14.1 1.0 
Middle West --_-.-..----- 100. 0 | 18.4 15. 4 21.8 3.5 | 12.4 | 11.9 15. 2 1.4 
Rocky Mountain. -_-___.._. 100. 0 | 19. 2 16.8 20. 3 2.9 | 8.6 11.8 | 19. 1 1.3 
Se 100. 0 | 18.8 16.4 16.7 4.8 | 15.5 14.2 10.3 3.3 
Territories___.......-...-- 100.0 | 18.7 | 11.8 39. 6 2.3 | 12.5 9.8 | 4.7 6 
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Table 3.—Percentage distribution of job seekers in each 
area, by industry, April 1940 
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Area | Total | factur-| struc- | Trade ar os forestry,| Other 
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All areas. -.---- 100.0} 27.0) 12.4 14.6; 11.8 8.7 | 25.5 
New England_.------ 100.0 | 46.0 11.5 12.7 9.6 2.8 17.4 
Middle Atlantic... | 100.0} 29.9] 11.3] 13.8] 116 3.4 | 30.0 
Great Lakes. . ..----- | 100.0} 32.6 10. 6 14.4) 10.7 4.8 26.9 
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Rocky Mountain....| 100.0 | 10.0] 17.2) 120/ 12.8} 20.5 | 27.5 
a | 100.0 21.3 10.8 19.8 | 13.9 | 8.9 | 25.3 
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in clerical-and-sales occupations to 37 percent of 
the skilled group. 

The fact that certain industries offer few job 
opportunities to women because of the nature of 
the work is reflected in the industrial character- 
istics of men and women registrants. Few 
women, for example, were classified as having 
experience in agriculture, forestry, and fishing, in 
mining, and in construction. In manufacturing, 
however, 29 percent of the total were women; in 
trade, approximately 33 percent; and in service 
industries, more than 50 percent. 


Occupation and Age of Registrants 


Approximately 2 million persons were qualified 
for work in skilled and semiskilled occupations, 
and 1.1 million for unskilled work. The remainder 
of the inventory was composed of 169,000 persons 
qualified for professional or managerial work, 
657,000 for clerical-and-sales work, 625,000 for 
the service occupations, and 443,000 for occupa- 
tions related to agriculture, forestry, and fishery. 
Registrants for manufacturing occupations com- 
prised a large proportion of the total number of 
skilled and semiskilled workers. Particularly 


used in manufacturing textiles and textile prod- 
ucts, who numbered approximately 300,000. 
The second largest group of persons in manufac- 
turing occupations were the 219,000 workers with 
skill in metal work, which is essential to defense 
industries. Among these metal workers, about 
whom there has been some concern as to adequacy 
of the current supply, were 55,000 machinists and 
others with machine-shop experience, 6,200 tool 
and die makers, 31,700 molders and welders, 
13,100 tinsmiths, coppersmiths, and sheet-metal 
workers, and about 33,000 workers skilled in jobs 
relating to the mechanical treatment of metals, 
such as rolling, stamping, and forging. Another 
relatively important group of workers was rep- 
resented by the 47,000 registrants with skills 
used in the leather industry, particularly shoe 
manufacturing. 

Skilled and semiskilled workers with experience 
in nonmanufacturing activities numbered 850,000, 
of which somewhat less than half had had experi- 
ence in occupations used in construction trades. 
There was, however, an additional group of 72,000 
workmen composed of electricians, cranemen, 
drillers, and others, whose skills are also related 
to construction work. Second in importance 
among the skilled and semiskilled workers with 
occupations outside of the field of manufacturing 
were the 320,000 registrants whose job experience 
had been acquired in various branches of the 
transportation industry. Most of these regis- 
trants were drivers of motor vehicles. Mechanics 
and repairmen, whose skills are usually trans- 
ferable among several industries, numbered 
77,000. Most of this group were qualified for 
automotive work and about 1,400 of them were 
airplane mechanics. 

Of the 5.1 million workers included in the in- 
ventory, nearly 1.4 million or 27 percent of the 














prominent in this group were workers with skills —_ total were 45 years of age or over. There were 
Table 4.—Percentage distribution of job seekers in each occupation, by area, April 1940 
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marked differences in the age distribution of the occupations more than a third of the registrants 
registrants for different classes of workers. were older workers, and in the case of skilled tool 
Among workers with experience in skilled and and die makers the proportion was even higher, 
semiskilled occupations—groups on which imme- 
diate demands will be made with expanded produc- Industrial Characteristics of Applicants in 
tion schedules—about a third of those from manu- Selected Areas 

facturing and nonmanufacturing activities were 45 Although the urgent needs of the defense 
years of age or over. Older workers represented program may result in stringencies of specialized 
41 percent of the total registrants in the skilled skills, many of the difficulties which may arise are 
occupations, in contrast to 22 percent among the likely to be of a local character and can be alle- 
semiskilled groups. On the whole, however, the _ viated by an effective system of interstate transfer 
skilled workers whose usual occupation was in of workers. The geographic distribution of the 
manufacturing were somewhat younger than those __ persons actively seeking work through the public 
whose usual work was in nonmanufacturing activ- employment offices is of value in indicating the 
ity. In practically every class of skilled workers areas where workers with various types of indus- 
whose occupations will be utilized either directly _ trial experience are located. 

or indirectly in industries related to the defense For summary purposes, the States have been 
program, approximately a third or more of the grouped as employing areas, i. e., areas with 
registrants were 45 years of age or over, and in _ either fairly similar industrial characteristics or in 
some instances, as in the case of molders, tool which there is considerable exchange of labor across 
sharpeners, cabinet makers, and construction State lines. For example, Arizona was included 
workers, these older workers comprised half or with the Pacific Coast because of the Arizona- 
more of the registrants. In the metal-working California pattern of labor migration. In some 


Table 5.—Number of job seekers registered at public employment offices, by occupation, sex, and age, April 1940 









































Total Men Women | 
Occupation Under 21 | 45 years | Under 21 | 45 years | Veterans 
Number Percent Total yearsof | ofageand| Total | yearsof | of age and 
age | over | age | over 
| | | 

100.0 | 3,796, 690 288,762 | 1,130,784 | 1,287,488 | 206,570;  236,707| 233,123 
19.3 890, 551 30,165 | 360, 407 89, 428 4,416 | 32, 738 77, 180 
7.6 300, 952 11, 027 112,808 | 85, 339 4,008 | 31, 800 | 21, 480 
8.0| 406,250 6,512 | 193,737 | 597 | 29 | 154} 39, 430 
7 31, 377 46; 17,915 | 1, 569 | 6 | 558 | 3, 781 
3.0| 151,972 12,580) 44,947 1, 923 | 373 | 226 12, 459 
19.9| 773,772 44, 334 178,049 | 236,838 | 20,027 44, 259 | 41, 583 
9.0} 258,273 8, 329 79,525; 197,941| 11,817 38, 911 | 12, 990 
&7| 421,891 23,817} 71, 497 20, 962 | 930 4, 584 | 22, 969 
() 1, 451 7 541 | 50 | 0 | 7 | 70 
2.2 92, 157 12, 168 26, 486 17, 885 7, 280 | 787 | 5, 614 
20.7 928, 630 68,885 | 257,771 | 125, 264 17, 536 15, 104 | 46, 428 
6.5 239, 569 21, 092 55,195 | 90, 415 12, 330 11, 735 | 8, 810 
11.2| 561,362} 24,405 | 177, 246 9, 279 | 677 1,446 | 33, 247 
3.0 127, 699 23, 388 25,330 | 25, 570 4, 529 | 1, 923 | 4, 371 
3.3 129, 498 5,160 | 42,494] 39,762 1, 872 10, 205 | 12, 306 
1.6 55, 556 1,732|  16,264| 26,667 828 | 6, 998 | 5, 041 

A 29, 613 3, 140 | 5, 832 | 7, 221 1,005 | 813 | 1, 719 

1.0 44, 329 288 | 20, 398 | 5, 876 | 39 | 2, 394 | 5, 546 
12.9 310, 761 39, 727 66,720 | 346,605) 73,056| 30, 556 | 19, 506 
8.0 172, 077 26, 451 20,775 | 236,342, 50,989 16,763 9, 208 
49 138, 684 13,276 | 36,945| 110,353 22,067 | 13, 798 10, 303 
12.3 259, 671 20,550} 97,665 | 365,628 53, 324 92, 352 17, 121 
5.1 22, 338 3, 154 6,681 | 236, 526 40, 799 61, 344 1, M41 
5.0 134, 226 13,380 | 35,008 117,739 12, 143 26, 526 7, 732 
8 39, 372 217 | 30, 599 | 1, 375 10 816 | 3,975 

1.4 735 3,799 | 25,377 | 9, 988 372 | 3, 666 4,073 
8.7 428, 511 40, 364 111,424| 14,678 1, 122 3, 282 17, 867 
8.6 424, 506 40, 184 110,017} 14, 476 1, 089 3, 240 17, 662 
() 1,051 34 349 | 9 2 0 50 
‘3 2, 954 146 | 1, 058 | 193 31 42 155 
2.9 75, 296 39, 527 7,254 | 69,193 35, 217 8, 211 1, 162 

1 2,796 4 2, 154 1, 556 207 
21 59, 289 38, 509 115 49, 618 33, 986 190 41 

.4 4,718 298 1, 869 12,723 4 5, 488 346 

a 8, 493 581 3, 116 5, 206 736 1, 585 568 




















1 Less than 0.1 percent. 
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instances, the inclusion of a State with one or 
another group had to be made on an arbitrary 
basis. Kentucky was included with the Middle 
Atlantic group rather than the Great Lakes group, 
because the predominance of the coal industry in 
that State related it more closely to West Virginia 
in the Middle Atlantic group than to Ohio in the 
Great Lakes group. Similar groupings could have 
been made for other States, but the change in the 
patterns for any given area would have been 
negligible in most cases. The groupings used in 
this analysis were as follows: 

New England: Connecticut, Maine, Massa- 
chusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and 
Vermont; Middle Atlantic: Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, New Jersey, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West 
Virginia; Great Lakes: Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
Ohio, and Wisconsin; Southeast: Alabama, Flor- 
ida, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Tennessee; Southwest: Arkansas, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Oklahoma, and 
Texas; Midwest: Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota; Rocky Moun- 
tain: Colorado, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, 
Utah, and Wyoming; Pacific: Arizona, California, 
Nevada, Oregon, and Washington; Territories: 
Alaska and Hawaii. 

The relative importance of the geographic areas 
in the industrial distribution of persons registered 
for work at public employment offices in April 
1940 is shown in table 2. 

The concentration of workers within each area 
with certain kinds of industrial experience is indi- 
cated in table 3. The distributions illustrate the 
industrial characteristics of each area, insofar as 
they are reflected by the industrial experience of 
registrants. 

The preponderance of manufacturing in New 
England is evidenced by the fact that nearly one- 
half the total registrants in that area had pre- 
viously worked in that type of activity. In the 
Great Lakes, Middle Atlantic, and Southeast 
areas, 28 to 33 percent of the registrants were 
from manufacturing industries. Therelativenum- 
ber of workers in each area with experience in 
construction trades and service industries was 
fairly similar. 

The occupational characteristics of registrants 
in the various geographic areas reveal several 
dominant patterns. In general, the relative 
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Chart I.—Occupational distribution of job seekers, by 
States, April 1940 
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number of persons in each of the broad occu- 
pational classes in each area was roughly propor- 
tionate to the relative importance of each area in 
the whole distribution. The Middle Atlantic 
region had the largest proportions of registrants 
in each of the occupational classes, with the excep- 
tion of agriculture, forestry, and fishery. This 
area accounted for about a third of the registrants 
in each occupational class, which approximates 
the proportion of the entire active file of job 
seekers registered in this area. The Great Lakes 
area, which had about 18 percent of the total 
number of registrants, also had similar propor- 
tions among the various occupational groups, 
except for the agricultural group. The New 
England area, which comprised 6.5 percent of 
the total registrants, accounted for more than 
9 percent of the semiskilled workers. The Pacific 
area had 16 percent of the professional and mana- 
gerial group, but only 11 percent of total regis- 
trants. The Southeast and Southwest together 
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accounted for about half the agricultural group, 
although the two areas combined represented 
only a quarter of the total for the country. 

An outstanding feature of the occupational dis- 
tribution of registrants for each State was the 
fact that, in a majority of the States, the skilled 
and semiskilled groups either outnumbered or 
approximated the number of the unskilled workers, 
contrary to expectations. In several instances, 
notably in the New England area, and in Illinois, 
Michigan, Colorado, and California, the number 
of skilled workers considerably exceeded the un- 
skilled. On the other hand, in Arkansas, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New 
Mexico, Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin, 
unskilled workers were preponderant. 


The distribution of workers within each area 
according to the broad occupational classes reveals 
somewhat similar patterns for three regions— 
that represented by the New England, Middle 
Atlantic, and Great Lakes area, that composed 
of the Southeast and Southwest, and the region 
consisting of the Middle West, Rocky Mountain, 
and Pacific areas. The data on occupational dis- 
tributions for these areas are shown in table 4. 

Despite the increase in production of certain 
types of goods since April, the general level of 
employment has not changed markedly. It seems 
reasonable to assume, therefore, that with few 
exceptions the same type of workers are now 
available for placement as were seeking work early 
in April. 


RAILROAD UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE * 


July 1940 marked the beginning of the second 
year of benefit operations under the Railroad 
Unemployment Insurance Act. It was also the 
first month for the submission of effective applica- 
tions for certificate of benefit rights based on 
wages credited for 1939. In the 5-week period 
ended August 2 the regional offices of the Railroad 
Retirement Board reported 43,136 such applica- 
tions (table 1). Included in this figure is a sub- 
stantial number of applications based on 1939 
wages, received between the latter part of May 
and the end of June. 

Applications for certificate of benefit rights 
based on 1939 wages had been received by the 
regional offices in small numbers since the middle 
of January. No action was taken on these early 
applications, because certificates of service months 
and wages for 1939, to be attached to them, were 
not distributed to employees until the latter part 
of May, and because no benefits based on wages 
for 1939 could be certified for unemployment 
occurring prior to July 1, 1940. At the end of 
June the applications were returned to the appli- 
cants with instructions to resubmit them in the 
next period of unemployment. For most of the 
applications received in the latter part of May and 
in June, however, this procedure was not neces- 
sary, because such applications were accompanied 
by certificates of service months and wages for 





*Prepared by the Bureau of Research and Information Service, Railroad 
Retirement Board, in collaboration with the Bureau of Research and Sta- 
tistics, Social Security Board. 
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1939. These applications were processed in July 
together with those currently received during that 
month. 

The average weekly number of applications in 
July was 8,627. Although this average exagger- 
ates actual receipts in July because it includes 
some applications received in June, it is con- 
siderably lower than the weekly average of applica- 
tions received in the corresponding period of 1939, 
which was 11,881. The weekly application rate 
in 1940 is therefore at least 27 percent below the 
rate for 1939. While this reduction reflects in 
part the lower level of unemployment in the rail- 
road industry, it is attributable mainly to certain 
provisions of the Railroad Unemployment Insur- 
ance Act. Because the benefit provisions of the 
act became effective on July 1, 1939, unemploy- 
ment in July 1939 was compensable only on the 
basis of wages credited for 1938. Unemployment 
in July 1940, however, was compensable on the 
basis of wages credited for 1939 only for some 
employees. <A substantial proportion of the unem- 
ployed in that month were still qualified for bene- 
fits on the basis of wages credited for 1938. These 
were employees whose first benefit year was still 
current and who had not exhausted their benefit 
rights in such year. The number of employees 
with the first benefit year still current on August 2, 
1940, was about 100,000, but only a fraction of 
this number were unemployed in July. 

There were no significant differences between 
July 1940 and July 1939 in the distribution of 
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applications according to completeness and readi- 
ness for adjudication. Of the applications proc- 
essed in July 1940, 90.5 percent had the cer- 
tificate of service months and wages attached ; only 
1.9 percent carried a protest by the employee 
contesting the accuracy of the wage figure for 1939. 
The corresponding percentages for July 1939 were 
90.3 and 1.9. The distributions also indicate 
that the proportion of applicants disqualified 
because of insufficient wages in the base year was 
slightly larger in 1940—1.3 percent as compared 
with 1.0 for 1939. 

In the 5-week period ended August 2 the 
regional offices received 114,750 registration and 
claim forms, an average of 22,950 per week. 
The average weekly number of claims received in 
June, reported as 20,907, does not include 1,274 
claims per week not adjudicated during the 
month, pending the determination of benefit 


Table 1.—Railroad unemployment insurance: Appli- 
cations for certificate of benefit rights and claims re- 
ceived, waiting-period credits certified, and benefit 
payments certified, July 1939-July 1940 





| 
| Wait- | Benefit payments certified 
Appli-| ing- 
cations| Claims | period 
received |credits} um. | Total | AVem 


A. cer- 
tified ber amount 





Period 


age 
amount 








Cumulative through 









































June 28, 1940_______-- 1210,823/1, 441, 213/190, 802)1,000,378: $14,806,879 $14.80 

June 29-Aug. 2, 1940_|?43, 136) 114, 750/214,960) 55,155) 794, 028 14.40 
Week ended 

SS Se 18,577; %398 8, 596 124, 540 14. 49 

AEE 221, 154 25, 438) $1,138) 11, 433 166, 468 14. 56 

RITE 8, 183 25, 954! 3 5,330) 10,908 151, 882 13. 92 

i RTE 7, 401 22, 655) 34,815) 12,070 173, 473 14. 37 

a 6, 398 22, 126) 33, 288) 12, 148 177, 665 14. 62 
Weekly av : | 

P ended Aug. 4, 

RS 11, 881 25,972) 10,377, 8,724 128,970} 14.74 
Aug. 5-Sept. 1____._. 3, 861 26,376; 5,384) 15, 204 317, 564 14. 98 
Sept. 2-29... 2, 457 27,961) 3,735| 21, 737 317, 349 14. 60 
Sept. 30-Oct. 27__.__. 2, 223 21, 223; 2,061) 15,658} 233,302 14.90 
Oct. 28-Dee. 1. __ 4, 253 20,412; 2,759) 14,175 217, 466 15. 34 

=a 5, 284 28,447) 4,964, 18, 783 284, 493 15. 15 

Dee. 30, 1986-Feb. 2 | 
SU ee 3, 780| 36,357 4, 516 26, 803; 403, 214 15. 04 
Feb 3-Mar. 1 2,279; 34,488) 2,415) 27,950) 422,607 15.12 

 , —_aaaee 1, 603 35,082; 2,130) 28,833 428, 538 14. 86 
Mar. 30-Apr. 26____- 2,042) 31,342) 1,653) 25,172) 367, 807 14. 61 
Apr. 27-May sees 1,247; 24,843) 1,759) 18,309) 258,753} 1413 
June 1-28___..______. 1 564 20,907; 1,094) 15,387) 214,478 13. 94 
June 29-Aug. 2 28, 627) 22, 950) 2, 004) 11, rH 158, 806) 14. 40 
1 Through June 29 


1 Includes also certain applications received in June (see text). Figure for 
week ended July 12 ogres all applications received in 2 weeks ended July 12 
end carry-over from June. 

3 During June 29-Aug. 2, 1940, there were processed in addition a = 
claims for half months with 8 or more days of unemployment, received 
on ge ages ayy who had exhausted rights in first benefit year although 
still current when claims were processed. One such cl: 
for each ind individual will be accepted for waiting-period credit when employee 
[ce . Number of these claims by weeks is, for week 
Jay ho tee uly 12, 1,504; Judy 19, 3,110; July 26, 4,705; and Aug. 2, 


2, 

4 Number of weeks used to obtain weekly averages for od ended Aug. 4, 
1939, is as follows: for ~ ow 7 (June 16-Aug. 4); for claims and certifi- 
cations of waiting-period credit, 5 (July 1-Aug. 4); for benefit payments ,3 
(July 16-Aug. 4). 
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rights on the basis of 1939 wages. Even after 
such adjustment of the June average, there 
appears to be an increase in the claim load ip 
July. This rise in July cannot be attributed to an 
increase in the number of unemployed eligible 
workers. According to the wage statistics com. 
piled by the Interstate Commerce Commission 
about 15,200 more workers were employed by 
class I railroads in the middle of July than in the 
middle of June. An analysis of these statistics by 
occupational groups suggests that at least 8,200 
of the eligible unemployed in June were probably 
reemployed in July. These changes should have 
resulted in a decrease of at least 4,000 in the weekly 
average of claim receipts. 

The rise in claims in July is due to the fact that 
many employees who could not file effective claims 
in June could do so in July. Such employees 
included claimants who exhausted their rights 
before June but whose benefit year expired be- 
tween June 30 and the middle of July, and em- 
ployees ineligible for benefits on the basis of wages 
credited for 1938 but eligible on the basis of 1939 
wages. Individuals in both these groups could 
have submitted claims in June that might entitle 
them to waiting-period credit for the new benefit 
year. However, any additional claims for un- 
employment occurring before July could not be 
certified for benefits. Although some of them 
filed claims regardless of this fact, others, better 
versed in the mechanics of the system, probably 
refrained from doing so. 

The claims processed in July included about 
4,100 claims received in June and preceding 
months which were not adjudicated currently, 
pending the determination of benefit rights of the 
claimants on the basis of wages credited for 1939. 
The adjudication of claims in the 5 weeks ended 
August 2 resulted in allowing to 14,969 claimants 
waiting-period credit applying to the benefit year 
beginning on or after July 1, 1940. These men 
either had completed their first benefit year at the 
time their claims were adjudicated or had not 
begun a benefit year before July 1, 1940. In addi- 
tion, 13,968 claims for half 1nonths with 8 or more 
days of unemployment were found to have been 
submitted by employees who exhausted their 
rights in the first benefit year which, however, 
had not yet expired at the time the claims were 
adjudicated. Such claimants may have 2 or more 
half months with at least 8 days of unemployment 
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before they begin a new benefit year. Because 
it is to their advantage to have the latest of such 
noncompensable half months certified for waiting- 
period credit, these claims were segregated from 
the 14,969 claims on which waiting-period credit 
was definitely certified. Employees with waiting- 
period credit for the second benefit year by 
August 2, 1940, therefore included 14,969 claim- 
ants with no current benefit year plus an unknown 
number of qualified employees with the first 
benefit year still current who submitted 13,968 
claims. 

The number of certifications for benefit payment 
in the 5 weeks ended August 2 was 55,155, an 
average of 11,031 per week. The decline from 
the June average of nearly 15,400 per week is due 
to several reasons. Most of the decline in July 
is accounted for by an increase in the number 
certified for waiting-period credit and the segrega- 
tion for possible waiting-period credit of claims 
from employees whose benefit year was still 
current. There was also some delay in processing 
claims because of additional operations required 
in the transition from one benefit year to the next. 

It is estimated that of the benefit certifications 
in July 45,709 were on the basis of wages credited 
for 1938 and 9,446 on the basis of 1939 wages. Of 
the latter, 9,050 are initial certifications for the new 
benefit year; only 396 are second certifications, 
because the earliest half month for which such 


ceriification could be made ended on July 30. 
Included in the certifications based on 1938 wage 
credits are 1,969 first payments in the benefit year; 
3,049 final certifications because of the exhaustion 
of benefit rights and the lapsing of rights as a result 
of death, retirement, and similar causes; and 4,754 
final certifications due to the expiration of the 
benefit year. The substantial number of new 
benefit accounts established in July 1940 on the 
basis of 1938 wages is not surprising; most of them 
resulted from initial certifications for unemploy- 
ment in half months ended between June 24 and 
July 14. The number of final certifications due to 
expiration of the benefit year should not be con- 
fused with the number of benefit accounts closed 
for this reason. In the majority of cases, of 
course, the benefit year expires on a date which is 
not included in a half month containing days of 
unemployment. 

For the 55,155 benefit certifications made in the 
5 weeks ended August 2, the amount of benefits 
exceeded $790,000. The average per certification 
of $14.40 is about 4 percent above the average in 
June. This increase would have been even greater 
but for the fact that 14 percent of the certifications 
in July were final certifications for the benefit year 
as compared with 6 percent in June. The pro- 
portion of final certifications in July was so much 
higher because this was the first month in which 
it was possible to make any significant number of 


Table 2.—Railroad unemployment insurance: Average benefit payment, average daily benefit amount, and average 
number of compensable days of unemployment for benefit certifications, July 1939-July 1940 ' 























} 
| All certifications Certifications bm 8 compensable Certifications = 1-7 compensable 
Period A | Average Average Average Average Average 
Average | “dail number of | Percentof | Average dail Average | “dail number of 
——. | benefit compensable _—.,. pannel benefit ——. benelit compensable 
payment | amount | days os | ee amount | P8Y amount ys 
| 
ir ee-aeet. 1, 1000...............-.. $14. 91 $2.31 6. 45 57.7 $18. 49 $2. 31 $9. 97 $2. 31 4.32 
a 14. 60 2.31 6. 30 55.9 18, 51 2.31 9. 50 2. 30 4.13 
SEER RRR 14. 90 2. 29 | 6. 48 58.5 18. 31 2. 29 9.92 2. 29 4.34 
EE Midbahiniesciiacdameneenahd 15. 34 2. 26 | 6.72 63. 2 18. 15 2.27 10. 19 2. 25 4.51 
a ESS 15. 15 2. 23 | 6.82 65.5 17. 76 2. 22 10. 35 2. 26 4.58 
Dec. 30, 1930-Feb. 2, 1940. __.....__. 15. 04 2. 23 6. 80 64.8 | 17. 76 2.22 10. 35 2. 26 4.58 
te UREN 15. 12 2. 23 6. 84 65.7 17. 76 2. 22 10. 40 2. 26 4.60 
TE EES 14. 86 2. 24 6.71 63. 4 17. 68 2. 21 10. 19 2. 28 4.47 
St ES 14. 61 2. 24 6. 59 59.9 17. 76 2. 22 10. 19 2. 28 4.47 
(= NRE Ete 14.13 2. 28 6. 28 53.8 18. 16 2.27 9. 82 2. 30 4.27 
ATR RARE RES 13. 94 2. 33 | 6.05 48.8 18. 56 2.32 9. 83 2.34 4.20 
SRE: 14. 40 2. 33 | 6.47 58.4 18. 56 2.32 10. 07 2.33 4.32 
Week ended: * 
ee 14. 49 2. 34 6.45 55.8 18. 80 2.35 10. 48 2. 33 4. 50 
a a 14. 56 2. 38 6.47 60. 1 19. 12 2. 39 9. 86 2. 36 4.18 
| EERE 13. 92 2. 37 | 6. 25 54,2 18. 88 2. 36 9.91 2.37 4.18 
a 14.37 2. 28 | 6.47 57.6 18. 16 | 2.27 10. 05 2. 29 4.39 
RIESE IRR poe: 14. 62 2. 28 | 6. 65 62.7 18. 16 | 2.27 9.99 2.28 4,38 























1 All data 1 average benefit payment for all certifications are based on 
spercent sample of benefit certifications for each day in each regional 
ce. 
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4 In the calculation of averages relating to compensable days final certifi- 
cations were omitted. This omission affects also the percentage of certifica- 
tions with 8 compensable days. 
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final certifications due to the expiration of the 
benefit year. In a final certification the benefit 
payment may be reduced either by the expiration 
of the benefit year or by the exhaustion of benefit 
rights before the end of the half month to which 
the certification applies. In order to eliminate the 
effect which this arbitrary reduction in the number 
of days of unemployment in the half month has on 
the averages of the number of days of unemploy- 
ment shown in table 2, the final certifications were 
omitted in the calculation of these averages for the 
period beginning June 29, 1940. 

The increase in the average benefit in July 
resulted from an increase in the number of days of 
unemployment in the half month (table 2). The 
proportion of certifications for half months with 
total and continuous unemployment increased 
from less than 49 percent in June to more than 58 
percent in July. The duration of unemployment 
in half months containing fewer than 15 days of 
unemployment also showed a slight increase in 
July. Although no change is recorded in the 
average daily benefit amount between June and 
July, a substantial decline occurred in the last 2 
weeks of the period when over 36 percent of all 
certifications were made on the basis of wages 
credited for 1939. An analysis of the 20-percent 
sample shows that for certifications based on wages 
for 1939 the average daily benefit amount was 
$2.14, as compared with $2.36 for certifications 
based on 1938 wage credits. This difference in- 
dicates that the 1938 wages of the beneficiaries 
still entitled to benefits in July 1940 on the basis of 
such wages were on the average higher than the 
1939 wages of employees who began their second 
benefit year in July 1940 or the beneficiaries who 
had been ineligible for benefits on the basis of 
1938 wages. 

The averages of daily benefit amounts and of the 
number of days of unemployment per half month 
for July 1940 approximate the averages for the 
period July-August 1939. This fact suggests that 
the occupational distribution of the beneficiaries 
was substantially the same in the two periods and 
that the factors which tended to produce compen- 


Table 3.—Railroad unemployment insurance: Number 


and amount of benefit payments certified, by State of 
residence of beneficiary, June 29-Aug. 2, 19401 
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State Number | Amount 
PEG eh Andnavwheusiahedguamahuldteaamaen 55, 155 $794, 028 
SE en ROSE SPE 927 
Ps wanccwennsduidissessetescnscesundaupnbnael 135 rt 
EE icin iitnmnnnanesamnns nibs seannanieweroe 1, 748 28, 182 
iensicrancsdyckindntanenshathbenepebeaenee 2, 219 36, 251 
ii iciiind aenassdb-atias histones nie saeaaeneats 1, 222 16, 685 
Dn ciitinithiihanadcnenswniseud bebiesuamiben 225 3, 627 
ie ntieintbiiwelsatiinnnnencacinascmapanuel 266 3, 847 
SOD SAUINNOD, «ona ccnscusescasucsbenduneos 190 2, 736 
SRR Rs 1, 748 25, 022 
RE ES Sai nam ate EN: 1, 423 21, 003 
diets ta cesciiak co ls Slat iciiacle al kop ebeeaoise aa 256 
RE inticchista nah ocnmkddienhnnecckdswtahe enema 4, 781 enon 
SE ESA Se ea eee 2, 064 30, 538 
Ee er eh SSS 1,172 16, 300 
SIRE Sa rae ae ear 1, 348 17, 964 
TREE ERAS IE AS GEILE 992 13, 845 
SE Ee SA SES | 1, 187 | 16, 008 
| a SETS | 506 | 7, 893 
| ELC aS 461 5, 662 
SEER naalee 1, 007 14, 833 
SE iiiin oi, we aaramenancaiaconakseaiaad 827 11, 139 
Minnesota_--.-- ratte ccahenbinedas ts aiiaaeaeeeiecal 1,112 16, 504 
| __RRREASE soSRNNR SIT S vie: 797 11, 859 
EERE ROS Se ee TES 3, 236 48, 469 
Montana..._...... ratio Sinphiiens 321 4, 208 
Nebraska... ._.... aeelcanne RES, AS 1, 187 16, 664 
Nevada. ._- ES 70 1, 139 
New Hampshire... ............-. Gieatnihain 100 1, 514 
New Jersey____. sateaia . ae coele 1, 087 17, 476 
a het Sear eer eae 356 5, 608 
New York.__...... imme : 4, 264 65, 017 
North Carolina : : 2m 862 12, 818 
North Dakota... _. Lane Saadiotian 261 3, 444 
ES ‘ iekoreemaat pedaie ace 2, 144 25, 198 
Oklahoma........_.- Lindiaciiobeickebine eee oat 832 12, 513 
3S cciamala pathioweemmeeeed 261 3, 898 
RE EE ae eae ae 4, 745 61, 842 
Ee oe 95 1, 380 
A EE AEE conan 476 7,042 
South Dakota___.__. mae maa fin } 215 2, 956 
Tennessee_____. Licisiaietaeel : i | 992 13, 822 
: eee . see | 3, 637 | 53, 697 
-- tliat } 411 | 6, 261 
Vermont._...__- SIE PRE 7 45 495 
Saree PEP EI LE 746 10, 615 
 * ES ee 401 6, 276 
gi age ae 621 8, 161 
0 ES RN SR Fe } 746 11, 599 
Wyoming ‘ TEL ARSS es 311 3, 820 
Outside continental United States.................} 120 1, 316 
| 





1 Based on 20-percent sample of benefit certifications for each day in each 
regional office. 


sable unemployment in the railroad industry were 
similar. An analysis of the occupations of bene- 
ficiaries now in preparation will test the accuracy 
of this inference. 

In table 3 the number of benefit certifications 
and the amount of benefits for the 5 July weeks are 
shown by State of residence of the beneficiary. 
The figures are calculated from a tabulation of the 
20-percent sample of certifications. 
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THE FOOD STAMP PLAN, MAY 1939-JULY 1940 


The food stamp plan, initiated in 1939 by the 
United States Department of Agriculture and 
administered by the Surplus Marketing Adminis- 
tration, is the most recent of the various Federal 
programs which have as their primary objective 
the removal of agricultural surpluses. The stamp 
plan, as well as the programs for direct distribution 
of commodities through welfare agencies, chari- 
table institutions, and schools, removes surpluses 
through increased consumption of farm products, 
particularly by low-income groups. Beginning 
with this issue of the Bulletin, data on the plan 
will be presented monthly. 

In the areas in which the stamp plan is in 
operation, the surplus commodities purchased by 
families receiving stamps form an important part 
of the assistance given, inasmuch as the food pur- 
chasing power of such families is increased 50 
percent. This increased buying power, accord- 
ing to the Department of Agriculture, is used to 
buy considerably larger quantities of dairy meat, 
and poultry products, fruits, and vegetables \— 
foods important in nutritional value but difficult 
to purchase with limited resources. In July 1940 
the average monthly increase in food purchasing 
power represented by the surplus-food stamps 
issued was $2.22 per person. 

Federal funds were first used to purchase surplus 
commodities in 1932 and 1933; large quantities of 
wheat and cotton purchased by the Government 
were then distributed to needy persons through the 
American Red Cross. Since October 1933, Federal 
surplus commodities have been distributed directly 
through State and local welfare agencies by the 
Federal Surplus Relief Corporation and its suc- 
cessor agencies—the Federal Surplus Commod- 
ities Corporation and the Surplus Marketing 
Administration. 

The food stamp plan is in operation only in 
areas designated by the Department of Agriculture 
and is not Nation-wide in coverage. These areas 
may be a city, a county, or a group of counties. 





'U. 8. Department of Agriculture, Report of Federal Surplus Commodities 
Corporation for the Fiscal Year 1989, Oct. 31, 1939, p. 9. 


Bulletin, September 1940 


Stamp-issuing offices are usually established in 
cooperation with the State department of public 
welfare. In each area a designated local public 
welfare agency operates the offices and certifies 
families who are eligible to participate under the 
plan. In the stamp-plan areas, food commodities 
are no longer issued directly through welfare 
agencies to families eligible to participate but are 
purchased by such families through normal trade 
channels in accordance with stamp-plan proce- 
dures. Commodities continue to be distributed 
directly in stamp-plan areas to charitable institu- 
tions and, under the school lunch program, to 
school children. 

Participation in the plan is voluntary for the 
families certified to receive stamps. Persons 
eligible to participate may include recipients of the 


Table 1.—Food stamp plan: Number of areas included 
and participants, and value of surplus-food stamps 
issued in the continental United States, by months, 
May 1939-July 1940 ' 




















Number of partici- Value of 
Number pants % surplus- 
Month of areas food 
included? stamps 
Cases Persons issued 
1939 
| ST) 1 5, 711 21, 000 $22, 473 
Se inii<nicuaiatanictiaiaiieatamaa! 2 15, 941 51, 000 101, 848 
+ EERE 3 28, 128 75, 700 158, 455 
[Eee 6 46, 964 136, 500 285, 413 
TEREIREES 6 54, 881 156, 300 334, 944 
(as | [eR s 61,018 173, 900 371, 203 
| ESI 14 79, 000 220, 600 481, 148 
SST Se 19 137, 286 398, 900 833, 956 
1940 

a 30 196, 648 569, 200 1, 176, 843 
Se 38 304, 398 852, 900 1, 745, 367 
/ SSRIS 255 53 371,995 | 1,066, 900 2, 210, 602 
(SRR, 62 442,488 | 1,277,300 2, 667, 051 
May saaedaile 7 476,613 | 1,393, 300 2, 986, 686 
bE EEA a 83 | 7, 021 1, 488, 500 3, 161, 982 
July FERAL 99 559,823 | 1,586,500 | 3, 514, 659 








1 Figures do not include persons receiving commodities under direct dis- 
tribution program of the Surplus Marketing Administration or value of such 
commodities. 

2 An area represents a city, county, or group of counties. Population of 
areas with plans in operation in July 1940 was 17.7 million, according to 1930 
census. By July 31, 1940, 33 additional areas with a population of 10.0 mil- 
lion had been designated for inclusion. 

3 Includes recipients of old-age assistance, aid to dependent children, and 
aid to the blind; recipients of and those eligible to receive _—— relief; per- 
sons certified as in need of relief and employed on or awaiting assignment to 
projects financed by the WPA; and recipients of subsistence payments from 
the FSA. In some areas certain of these groups, in accordance with agrec- 
ments with local public welfare authorities, do not partici . Figures 
include for 1 area (Shawnee, Oklahoma) some low-income families, i. e., those 
having weekly income of less than $19.50, who have been eligible to partici- 
pate since October 1939. 


Source: U. S. Department of Agriculture, Surplus Marketing Adminis- 
tration. 
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three special types of public assistance, cases re- 
ceiving or eligible to receive general relief, persons 
certified as in need and employed on or awaiting 
assignment to projects financed by the Work 
Projects Administration, and cases receiving 
subsistence payments from the Farm Security 
Administration. In some areas certain of these 
groups do not participate in the plan. 

Although the stamp plan was established 
primarily to increase agricultural income by 
creating demand for surplus farm products, it 
is intended also to increase the food consumption 
of needy families. For this reason surplus com- 
modities are received in addition to, and not in 
lieu of, the usual food-budget allowances. Gener- 
ally, under the plan, families certified for partici- 
pation may purchase with their relief payments 
and other cash resources orange-colored food 
stamps at the rate of $1 to $1.50 per week per per- 
son. For each dollar’s worth of orange stamps pur- 
chased, the family receives 50 cents worth of blue 
stamps. In areas where weekly food-budget 
allowances exceed $1 per person, a higher mini- 
mum purchase formula is used. 

Orange-colored stamps may be used to purchase 
any food product sold in retail stores; they may 
not be used to buy tobacco or alcoholic beverages. 
The blue stamps may be used to purchase at retail 
prices only those agricultural commodities listed 
as surplus in the current surplus-commodity 
bulletin issued by the Department of Agriculture. 
Surplus commodities listed during July included 
butter, raisins, rice, pork lard, pork, corn meal, 
shell eggs, dried prunes, hominy grits, wheat flour, 
whole wheat (graham) flour, and dry edible beans. 
Surplus commodities on the seasonal list vary 
among the different stamp-plan areas. During 
July fresh beets, cabbage, carrots, peas, snap beans, 
spinach, and tomatoes were among the products 
on seasonal lists in most of the areas. 

Eligible families may use the food stamps in 


any retail food store in the particular stamp-plan 
area. Retailers accepting stamps present them 
for redemption either directly to the local office of 
the Surplus Marketing Administration or through 
wholesalers or banks acting as collection agents, 

The food stamp plan was initiated in May 1939 
on an experimental basis in Rochester, New York, 
The success of the plan in that city led to its 
gradual extension to other areas, with especially 
rapid growth in 1940. By July 1940, 99 areas 
were included under the plan and 33 additional 
areas had been designated for inclusion. Table 1 
shows the month-by-month development of the 
plan during May 1939-July 1940 in terms of the 
number of areas included, the number of cases and 
persons participating, and the value of blue 
surplus-food stamps issued. The value of orange- 
colored stamps purchased is not included in the 
table because such stamps are purchased with 
funds included in the amount of public assistance 
and of earnings under Federal work programs 
shown in table 2. 

In May 1939 in Rochester, 5,700 cases, includ- 
ing almost 21,000 persons, received surplus-food 
stamps totaling over $22,000. During the sum- 
mer of 1939, the plan was inaugurated in 5 other 
areas so that by September 1939 it was being 
administered in Birmingham, Dayton, Des Moines, 
Seattle, and Pottawatomie County, Oklahoma, as 
well as in Rochester. In all 6 areas in September, 
55,000 cases, including 156,000 persons, received 
stamps valued at $335,000. From the end of 
1939 through July 1940, participation under the 
plan increased more than 4 times. By July, 
560,000 cases, including 1.6 million persons in 99 
areas, received blue stamps valued at $3.5 million. 
With the inclusion of 33 additional areas designated 
but not actually participating as of July 31, 1940, 
it is estimated that approximately 3.7 million 
persons would be eligible to receive surplus com- 
modities under the stamp plan. 
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STATISTICS FOR THE UNITED STATES, JULY 1940 


The decrease from June to July in the total 
amount expended in the continental United States 
for payments to recipients of public assistance 
and earnings of persons employed under Federal 
work programs continued the downward trend 
which began in April of this year. Expenditures 
in July dropped to a total of $252 million—1.5 

nt below amounts in June and 9.6 percent 
below July 1939. Data on expenditures exclude 
all costs of administering the several programs 
and of materials, equipment, and supplies neces- 
sary for operation of the work programs. 

The decrease in total expenditures was ac- 
companied by a decline in the number of house- 
holds and persons benefited. It is estimated 
that July payments benefited 5.4 million house- 
holds which included 15.4 million persons. These 
estimates represent decreases from the previous 
month of 5.3 and 4.4 percent, respectively. Com- 
pared with July 1939, the number of households 


dropped 13.5 percent and the number of persons, 
16.6 percent. 

In July the largest proportion of expenditures— 
38.4 percent or $96.8 million—was for earnings of 
persons employed on work projects financed by 
the Work Projects Administration. Total earn- 
ings under WPA projects were only 3.5 percent 
less than in June but 20.7 percent below earnings 
in July 1939. Earnings under Federal work and 
construction projects other than those of the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, National Youth 
Administration, and WPA accounted for 18.7 
percent—$47.3 million—of aggregate expenditures 
for July. Such earnings were 3.4 percent greater 
than in the previous month but 6.4 percent less 
than in July 1939. 

The three special types of public assistance 
combined represented 21.0 percent of the total 
amount of public assistance and earnings under 
Federal work programs. The amount of pay- 


Chart I.—Public assistance and earnings of persons employed under Federal work programs in the continental 
United States, January 1933-July 1940 
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ments to recipients of old-age assistance—15.9 tions incurred for aid to dependent children— 
percent of aggregate expenditures—totaled $40.0 $11.1 million—was 1.0 percent greater than jn 
million, a slight increase of 1.0 percent over pay- June; total payments to recipients of aid to the 
ments in June but a sizable increase of 10.6 per- _ blind decreased 0.1 percent to $1.8 million. 
cent over the amount expended in July 1939. Payments for both aid to dependent children and 
Total payments to recipients of aid to dependent _aid to the blind increased from July 1939—the 
children and aid to the blind comprised 4.4 and _ former, 15.3 percent and the latter, 6.3 percent, 

0.7 percent, respectively, of total assistance and Of total expenditures for public assistance and 
earnings in July and changed only slightly from earnings under Federal work programs in July, 
the previous month. The total amount of obliga- —_‘13.1 percent or $33.2 million represented payments 


Table 2.—Amount of public assistance and earnings of persons employed under Federal work programs in the 
continental United States, by months, January 1938-July 1940 ' 


{In thousands] 














































































































Obligations incurred 3 for— — Earnings of persons employed under Federal work programs! 
ubsist- 
vane | National Youth Ad 
: ‘ 3 payments Nationa out - 
Special types of public assistance certified ministration * | Other 
Year and month Total by the Civilian Work Proj-| Federal 
| | ——- = Conserva- | 6 ; ects Ad- | work and 
relie Security tion . ut-of- ministra- | construc- 
Old-age | anid ent Aid to the Adminis- | Corps | Student | school tion® | — tion 
assis ce j ‘ 
sistan | children lind | tration program | ame projects * 
re — ————— eee 
1938 total____| $3, 487, 181 $392,383 | $97, 441 | $19, 155 $476, 202 $22, 587 $230, 318 | $19, 598 $41, 560 | $1, 750, 836 $437, 101 
ee 
es 237, 244 31, 186 7, 357 | 1, 560 46, 404 | 2, 204 19, 940 1, 996 2, 552 93, 060 | 30, 985 
February_________- 245, 819 31, 403 7, 572 1, 598 47, 207 2, 473 19, 461 2, 166 | 2, 688 103, 092 | 28, 150 
_? aaa 263, 216 31, 782 7, 874 1, 629 47, 471 | 2, 577 18, 336 2, 203 | 2, 739 119, 693 28, 912 
Apri i ea 273, 946 32, 072 7, 880 1, 527 41,113 2, 325 18, 311 2, 255 | 2, 766 131, 419 | 34, 278 
ea 283, 621 32, 319 7, 886 1, 536 37, 337 2, 156 18,014 2, 406 3, 075 137, 916 | 40, 976 
MN oo. 294, 349 32, 276 7, 987 1, 562 36, 747 1, 756 17, 174 1, 550 3, 585 146, 068 | 45, 644 
«aaa 298, 990 32, 826 8,013 1, 583 | 35, 999 1, 291 19,848 |... 3, 701 155, 709 | 40, 020 
Sea 307, 207 32, 915 8, 300 1, 599 | 36, 244 1,117 20, 334 6 3, 903 167, 999 34, 790 
September__.______ 312, 263 33, 259 8, 389 1,616 | 35, 406 1, 231 18, 767 211 3, 930 169, 659 39, 795 
October. ....._.__- 320, 295 33, 625 8, 506 1,631 34, 934 1, 492 | 20, 367 1, 980 | 4, 028 176, 100 37, 632 
November.--__.._. 325, 585 33, 981 8, 739 1, 648 36, 476 1, 703 | 20,514 2, 408 4, 193 177, 229 | 38, 604 
* See 324, 650 34, 740 8, 939 1, 667 40, 865 2, 262 19, 252 2,417 | 4, 400 172, 892 | 37,216 
1939 total....| 3,494,490 | 430,469 | 114,933 | 20,458 | 481,726 | 19,050 | 230,513 | 22,707 | «51,838 | 1,565,224, 587,872 
eeey..........- 316, 274 35, 006 | 9, 226 1, 666 | 43, 701 2,391 20, 642 | 2, 266 | 4, 347 160, 606 | 36,423 
February--...____- 310, 087 35, 120 | 9, 392 1,679 45, 028 2, 327 20, 689 2, 457 | 4, 47 154, 765 34, 158 
March.......--.-_- 318, 468 35, 188 9, 496 1, 685 46, 587 2,492} 18, 103 | 2, 446 | 4, 451 162, 596 35,424 
RS 309, 348 35, 299 9, 210 1, 692 41, 277 2, 242 19, 974 | 2, 494 | 4, 318 | 152, 457 | 40, 385 
ae 308, 041 35, 198 9, 277 1, 686 39, 237 1, 687 20, 432 | 2, 494 | 4, 286 147, 979 45, 765 
SE 304, 526 35, 797 | 9, 583 1, 700 37, 052 1, 284 18, 637 | 1, 935 3, 993 140, 597 53, 48 
| SE 279, 112 184 | 9, 631 1,7 36, 264 828 19, 317 | (i) | 2, 561 122, 112 50, 512 
A Se 276, 549 36, 378 | 9, 665 1,714 38, 234 1,211 | 19, 372 4, 145 111, 593 | 5A, 232 
September--_._- 258, 231 36, 511 | 9, 709 1,717 38, 647 846 | 17,097 | 306 | 4, 222 93, 050 | 56, 126 
aE 268, 558 36, 335 | 9, 836 1, 726 38, 699 876 | 19, 308 | 2, 390 4, 437 101, 986 | 52, 965 
November-.-___- 271, 760 36, 626 | 9, 896 1, 737 38, 277 1, 156 | 19, 321 2, 952 4, 864 105, 589 | 51, 342 
SESS. 273, 534 36, 828 | 10, 013 1,751 38, 721 1,710 | 17, 621 2, 962 5, 442 111, 894 502 
10, 389 1, 764 42, 507 1,992 19, 426 2, 852 | 5,816 | 100, 759 37, 390 
10, 518 1,770 41, 494 2, 309 19, 605 | 3, 114 | 6,138 | 115, 032 35, 207 
10, 727 1, 778 40, 218 2, 805 17, 479 3, 266 | 6,251 | 124, 363 34, 907 
10, 851 1, 786 37, 821 2, 500 18, 051 3, 370 | 5,932 | 119, 959 | 40, 352 
10, 904 1, 793 35, 2, 144 17, 908 | 3,427 | 5,554 | 114,353 | 44, 302 
10, 997 1, 813 32, 408 1, 516 15, 872 2,314 | 5,579 | 100, 400 | 45,720 
11, 102 1,811 33, 154 637 tee 3, 369 | 96, 849 | 47, 268 
} | | 
1 See the Bulletin, February 1940, pp. 52-53, for information for 1933-37. for July-October, and $66.25 for subsequent months. This average amount 


Figures exclude cost of administration and of materials, equipment, and other is based on amount of obligations incurred for cash allowances and for cloth- 


items incident to operation of work programs. Figures are partly estimated ing, shelter, subsistence, and medical care of persons enrolled, and for certain 
and subject to revision. other items. 
a January 1940, include cost of hospitalization and burials. ? Figures for January 1938-June 1939 from the WPA, Division of Statistics, 


3 Payments to recipients from Federal, State, and local funds for pr s for subsequent months from the NY A; represent earnings during all pay-toll 
administered under State plans approved by the Social Security Board, and periods ended during month. 
from State and local funds for programs administered under State laws * Figures from the WPA, Division of Statistics; represent earnings of per- 
without Federal icipation. sons employed on projects operated by the WPA and, for July 1938 and 
4 Figures from the FSA; represent net amount of emergency grant vouchers subsequent months, earnings of persons employed on Federal agency projects 
= y 4 cases and value of commodities purchased by the FSA and dis- financed by transfer of WPA funds; cover all pay-roll periods ended during 
yu 


month. month. 

§ Figures include earnings of persons certified as in need and earnings of * Figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Division of Construction 
all other ns employed on work and construction projects financed in and Public Employment; represent earnings on other work and construction 
whole or in part from Federalfunds. Figures for the CCC include earnings projects financed in whole or in part from Federal funds and cover all pay- 
of enrolled persons only. roll periods ended during monthly period ended on 15th of specified month. 

¢ Figures estimated by the CCC by multiplying average monthly number 10 tas than $500. 


of persons enrolled by average of $70 for each month through June 1939, $67 
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to cases receiving general relief. The total 
amount of obligations incurred for general relief 
increased 2.3 percent from June but decreased 8.6 
percent from July 1939. Earnings of CCC en- 
rollees comprised 7.2 percent of aggregate expend- 
itures for public assistance and earnings and 
were 14.3 percent above the amount of earnings 
in June. Compared with July 1939, however, 
expenditures for the CCC decreased 6.1 percent. 
Total expenditures for earnings under the out- 
of-school work program of the NYA and for sub- 


sistence payments certinea py the Farm Security 
Administration represented very small propor- 
tions—1.3 and 0.3 percent, respectively—of ag- 
gregate assistance and earnings. Earnings under 
the out-of-school work program totaled $3.4 
million; subsistence payments certified by the 
FSA, $637,000. Sizable decreases from June 
were reported for both of these programs—39.6 
percent in earnings under the out-of-school work 
program of the NYA and 58.0 percent for sub- 
sistence payments certified by the FSA. The 


Table 3.—Recipients of public assistance and persons employed under Federal work programs in the continental 
United States, by months, January 1938-July 1940} 


{In thousands] 



























































Estimated 
ry Recipients of special types of 
ae | public assistance # Cases for Persons employed under Federal work programs ® 
whie 
Cases subsistence 
Aid to depend- receiv- Fm enna National Youth 
Year and month Persons! ent children ing tified b Administration § Other 
tn | Old- |_ “a aia |eneral! the Paren | Civilian Work | Federal 
House- these age | to the relief * Securit Conser- | Projects | work and 
holds | pouse- | *8sist- | blind Admini | Yation |Student) Out-of- | Adminis-|construc- 
holds | ®2¢e | Fam- | Chil tration § Corps’ | work | school | tration * | tion proj- 
ilies | dren pro- work ects 10 
| gram | program 
1938 | 
Ee 5,771 | 17, 506 1, 600 234 578 57 1, 893 108 285 310 146 1, 801 334 
Ee 6,089 | 18, 638 1, 623 241 595 59 1, 996 119 278 320 152 2,001 316 
March... ..- 6, 480 | 19, 967 1, 646 247 610 60 1, 904 126 262 327 155 2, 319 337 
ah ericncinciicerindiinip eenaniinindesant 6, 578 | 20, 357 1, 662 252 622 60 1,815 117 262 334 159 2, 538 391 
— “ 6, 686 | 20, 685 1,677 256 630 62 1, 696 112 257 329 179 2, 638 487 
aca nisichdeianneessin mincing enianie 6, 684 | 28,774 1, 657 258 638 62 | 1,648 93 245 219 209 2,741 541 
a 6, 637 | 20, 685 1, 707 | 260 640 63 1, 610 70 | 215 2, 996 460 
August . 6,772 | 21,192} 1,716) 265| 6651 64 | 1,581 62 290 2 219 3, 122 338 
September | 6,812 | 21,217 1,731 | 268 659 65 1, 526 69 268 49 221 3, 209 365 
Se ae | 7,076 | 21,760 1, 746 | 271 | 664 65 1, 497 79 291 322 220 3, 282 377 
RE SAE 7, 162 | 21, 964 1, 762 274 | 672 66 1, 518 293 364 230 3, 330 377 
ES eae 7,156 | 21,892 1,776 280 | 684 67 1, 631 115 275 372 240 3, 156 369 
| 
1, 787 bs US 7 | 1,772 126 295 372 237 3,016 352 
1, 799 | 296 | 717 67 | 1,844 123 296 382 242 2, 990 342 
1, 813 298 | 7 67 1, 851 127 259 380 236 3, 004 350 
1, 830 | 296 714 68 1,724 114 285 384 228 2, 786 392 
1, 832 | 299 721 68 | 1,644 87 292 372 225 2, 638 439 
1, 842 | 311 748 68 1, 568 69 266 280 214 2, 570 488 
1, 858 312 750 69 | 1,540 46 288 (4) 207 2, 279 491 
1, 871 312 750 69 1, 583 7 289 1 211 1, 967 496 
1, 884 313 752 69 1, 671 5 255 70 225 1,715 492 
1, 894 313 752 69 | 1,633 50 288 362 238 1, 867 475 
1, 903 313 752 69 1, 565 65 292 423 261 1, 946 452 
| 1, 908 315| 759 70} 1,563 97 266 434 296 2, 109 403 
| | 
| 
1, 924 325 | 783 70 1, 689 107 293 437 322 2, 203 319 
| 1, 929 | 329 792 70 1, 687 115 296 456 336 2, 293 295 
Sativa hetinsinnniasasdiicuintegaadedsbeuieisa 6, 431 | 18,638 | 1,935 334 | 804 71 1, 630 119 264 473 335 2, 204 306 
sy SS .| 6,247 | 17,941 | 1,944 | 339 | 814 71 1, 545 86 272 482 321 2, 125 339 
NEES Eee SS | 6,039 | 17,165 | 1,956 | 343 823 71 1, 461 71 270 477 296 1, 963 368 
| SE aS: 5,710 | 16,108 1,970 | 346 831 | 7 1, 373 | 60 | 240 313 269 1,734 393 
AERC 5, 409 15, 392 1, 988 | 350 840 | 72 | 1,377 | 31 | SEO Wntnsticccn 194 1, 639 397 
































‘See the Bulletin, February 1940, pp. 54-55, for information for 1933-37. 
res exclude administrative employees. Figures are partly estimated 
subject to revision. 

— by the Work Projects Administration and the Social Security 


‘Includes reicpients assisted from Federal, State, and local funds for pro- 
grams administered under State plans approved by the Social Security Board, 
and from State and local funds for programs administered under State laws 
without Federal participation. Beginning January 1940, includes cases re- 
ceiving hospitalization and/or burial only. 
tent nning January 1 includes cases receiving hospitalization and/or 

only. 

‘ Figures from the FSA; represent net number of emergency grant vouchers 
certified to cases and number of cases receiving commodities purchased by 
the FSA and distributed during month. Ordinarily only 1 grant voucher 
per case is certified per month. 

* Figures include persons certified as in need and all other persons employed 
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on work and construction projects financed in whole or in part from Federal 
funds. Figures for the CCC include enrolled persons only. 

’ Figures are averages computed ro CCC from reports on number of 
— enrolled on 10th, 20th, and last day of each month except for the 

ndian Division, for which averages are computed from daily reports. 

§ Fi for January 1938-June 1939 from the WPA, Division of Statistics, 
for su uent months from the NYA; represent number of different persons 
employed during month. 

* Figures from the WPA, Division of Statistics; represent average weekly 
number of persons employed during month on projects operated by the WPA 
and, for July 1938 and subsequent months, persons employed on Federal 
a projects financed by transfer of WPA funds. 

10 Figures from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Division of Construction 
and Public Employment; represent average weekly number of persons em- 

loyed on other work and construction projects financed in whole or in part 

rom Federal funds during monthly period ended on 15th of specified month. 

1! Less than 500 persons. 
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out-of-school work program increased 31.6 per- 
cent from July 1939; FSA subsistence payments 


decreased 23.1 percent. In July, no persons were 
employed under the student work program of 
the NYA. 

Chart II presents an index of total income 
payments in the continental United States from 
January 1929 through July 1940. This index 
indicates the relative importance of different 
types of income payments, including those for 
direct and work relief. 


General Relief 


In July assistance payments for general relief 
totaling $33.2 million were received by 1.4 mil- 
lion cases in the continental United States. 
Increases from June in the total number of cases 
and the aggregate amount of expenditures re- 
versed the downward movement in general relief 
evident throughout this year. General relief 
payments, which are made from State and/or local 


é 


funds without Federal participation, include as. 
sistance in cash and in kind and expenditures for 
providing medical care, hospitalization, and burials 
to recipients. Data on assistance payments ex. 
clude all costs of administering general relief and 
of special activities financed from general relief 
funds. Figures for July include estimates for 6 
States. 

In the 43 States for which complete reports 
were received for both June and July, the total 
number of cases increased slightly—0.5 percent— 
but the amount of obligations incurred for relief 
rose somewhat more—2.4 percent. Increases in 
the number of cases receiving relief were reported 
in 20 States, and in assistance payments in 19 
States. The largest increases—27.8 percent in the 
case load and 51.0 percent in obligations incurred— 
were in North Carolina. The major part of the 
increase in this State resulted from a transfer of 
cases in Winston-Salem from private to public 
relief. Although in prior months, some public 
funds were used by the private agency which 


Chart II.—Index of income payments in the continental United States, January 1929-July 1940 ' 


[Average month 1929= 100] 
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administers all general relief in Winston-Salem, 
in June general relief was furnished entirely from 
private funds; in July all cases were transferred 
to the public relief rolls. Decreases from June 
in both cases and payments were reported for 20 
States. The largest declines occurred in West 


Virginia, where the case load dropped 19.2 per- 
cent and payments 22.7 percent mainly as a 
result of closing a sizable number of employable 
cases. In Alabama, Arizona, Colorado, and Mis- 
sissippi an increase in the number of cases re- 
ceiving relief was accompanied by a decrease in the 


Table 4.—General relief in the continental United States, by States, July 1940' 
[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 25, 1940] 

































































Percentage change from— 
Number of | Amount of 
State | eases obligations | Average June 1940 in— July 1939 in— 
| receiving incurred © case = 
relief for relief ? = 
Number of | Amountof | Numberof | Amount of 
cases obligations cases obligations 
Total for continental United States #_.__......- --| 1,877,000} GOB 100,000} .............)...~.-~. ert ee. 
Total for 43 States reporting adequate data____- 1, 334, 915 32, 505, 059 $24. 35 +0. 5 gf NRE) +77 OR ne ten ee > 
in ciniind inmcneunniagnia pecinuiiceetiaees 2, 514 28, 235 9. 24 +.6 —3.9 +21.6 +20.1 
I 5 dssbe incndcmacdenswnncsingeandnaedé an’ 3, 765 49, 949 13. 27 4.2 -.4 +29.7 +39.0 
Arkansas_. Re Nee | 4, 366 24, 877 5.70 +5.2 +7.4 +13.9 +35.5 
California... 4113, 739 43, 233, 263 28. 43 +13 +15 —8.0 —2.1 
Se ccecwon tients — soihcitgeeasitaia Necihahai 14, 897 225, 852 15. 16 | +5.4 —L5 +24.0 +12.3 
(ss TSE PGRN ELA Lie: 18, 610 526, 626 28. 30 | —23 —25 (5) (5) 
Delaware a i ind alpaca peat al 1, 137 | 22, 459 19.75 | —9.7 —9.8 —19.4 —16.3 
District of Columbia... _.__- Se TE | 1, 925 | 43, 717 22.71 | —9.7 —16.8 +32.9 +20.9 
eer ee ee ee | 10, 058 68, 112 6.77 +2.4 +17.3 +20. 6 +17.3 
Georgia. inictocicdscncietileail sagial | 6, 880 | 42, 946 6. 24 +2.0 +2.3 +14.0 +48.0 
| (iciiinasceucgieinenatineen 2, 122 | 32, 064 15. 11 —1.6 —.6 +10.8 +27.1 
Tilinois...... sublieben natant | 159, 003 3, 955, 223 24. 88 +7.4 +8. 4 —12.0 +9.6 
Indiana IS | 42, 840 | 583, 283 13. 62 +2.9 +6. 2 —7.2 —8.1 
acaceuuteanstnaeindebaae: 29, 495 | 514, 209 17. 44 +2.5 +4.9 (5 (5) 
ae siesapininrinbasindid Aenaoeindicaalantaipaicnhiaaliae | 19, 210 | 293, 933 15. 30 —2.6 —4.5 (6) (°) 
Louisiana i ae ‘assim eee 9, 733 | 142, 429 14. 63 +.6 +.7 +24. 4 +41.4 
Maine.._._. = ; chasaseneaaeniiuiied 9, 068 | 228, 728 25. 22 | —8.6 —6.6 5) +7.3 
Seas , bintnawitaeeall | 8, 341 | 177, 153 21. 24 —1.4 —.4 +10.9 +8.5 
Massachusetts EPP SEM Pa 4 OLE we 69, 200 | 1, 918, 009 27.72 +1.6 +8.3 (5) +8.7 
Michigan..........-- aoe m is‘criiatiiningitiliply Gidiaiaiia | 54, 846 | 1, 220, 696 22. 26 | +16 +12.7 +18 +18. 2 
Minnesota............-..- | 34, 401 734, 882 21. 36 | —4.3 —7.6 —2.1 —13.0 
RRR IAW; Z5cere 1, 237 7, 635 6. 17 | +6. 1 —13.0 (8) (3) 
Missouri... 23, 588 262, 258 11. 12 | =-.3 —5.2 —27.9 -9.3 
| LETS ELAS | 5, 073 | 84, 062 16. 57 +2.9 +.9 (5 +3.2 
ee ek ee: 6 OE ee | 10, 540 | 135, 999 12.90 | +.4 +2.2 +30. 1 +24. 2 
Nevada. . E ES, 732 | 15, 013 20.51 | —15.8 —5.4 —4.6 —14.4 
New Jersey chisiaeto Ee ee 47, 462 | 1, 097, 819 23. 13 -1.4 —.9 —22.7 —21.9 
“Saas oe res 2,077 | 18, 251 8. 79 —3.5 +4.0 (5) (5) 
as ine vivabasamiael ; 235, 350 | 8, 349, 721 25. 48 —2.3 —1.9 —115 —11.2 
ESSE et 6, 985 | 49, 562 7.10 | +27.8 +51.0 +40. 1 .8 
i 
North Dakota._______. Seas Bs | 4, 958 | 88, 474 17.84 —2.4 —4.3 +.8 ~1 
Ohio. ical ai sieleaaiars ae | 90, 303 1, 454, 828 6. 11 +4.6 +6.3 —11.8 —10.1 
Oregon AS PA apy saa 9, 224 152, 361 16. 52 —2.8 —1.8 +13. 1 +8.9 
Pennsylvania Re a SD PEE | 182, 995 5, 056, 596 27.63 | —.3 +5.9 —34.5 —-3H4.9 
South Carolina_____- EE ae ER 2, 213 20, 124 9. 09 +13 +11 —13.7 —12.1 
22s saan SES RS See | 13, 067 107, 546 8. 23 | +4.3 +4.4 +4.2 +1.0 
Utah anicheeiicas PINE OTE 5,364 | 111,274 20.74 | =1.5 =L1 +3.4 +7.3 
a ; aie 2, 335 | 49, 927 21. 38 —6.1 —10.1 +.6 +.2 
aaa hes LP AIS ae 6, 698 66, 864 9. 98 —10.2 —19.0 —2.8 —17.1 
Washington._.__- re ; ES eee 710, 991 7 152, 563 13. 88 | —.5 —.8 —21.2 —21.0 
West Virginia. _. a ae ce 12, 775 142, 543 11. 16 | —19.2 —22.7 +16. 1 +24.5 
Wisconsin ____ band gine Ra 43, 419 996, 140 22. 94 —5.2 +3.1 | s +10.8 
TRE EEE IE, 1, 379 23, 674 17. 17 —1.4 | —4.5 —14.1 —25.7 
Total for 6 States for which figures are estimated * 41, 900 649, 000 |____ ae teandeeiathts Rone ies EER ye ee ss 
a 5, 700 fg Repee ers. ! ee Serveremeeres 
| RAS REEGRSSo. Us SaNe , 6, 300 | | eae RSE, SRS I ee, 
Oklahoma ee ts eS eae ot 9, 900 47, 000 REE MERSIN We aS s 
Rhode Island Fs PEEP 84 + RE 11, 000 i +......... iam aan en Fo OE ED Sa Se 
i wR RRR racers FATS 5, 200 90, 000 |___- Ri CRESS OTS: ae Ce 
i ee SP De 3, 800 ho 5 a ae, a PE 








' These data differ from those published prior to January 1940, because they 
include cases receiving hospitalization and/or burial only and total obliga- 
tions incurred for these services, in addition to cases receiving money pay- 
oo assistance in kind, and medical care, and obligations incurred for such 


ce. 
1 From State and local funds. Excludes cost of administration; of mate- 
» equipment, and other items incident to operation of work-relief pro- 
grams; and of special programs. 
' Partly estimated. 
‘ Does not include payments for hospitalization and burials amounting to 
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$17,156, because number of cases receiving these services only is not available. 

5 Not computed, because comparable data are not available. 

6 Not computed, because of change in reporting procedure. 

7 Does not include payments for medical care, hospitalization, and burials, 
amounting to $36,056, because number of cases receiving these services only 
is not available. 

8 Estimated by the Social Security Board for all States except New Hamp- 


shire, South Dakota, and Tennessee, for which estimates were made by 
State agencies. 
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amount of obligations. In Mississippi cases in- 
creased 6.1 percent, while payments declined 13.0 
percent. In 3 States, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, 
and Wisconsin, the number of cases decreased 
but the amount of payments was above the June 
level. 

Comparable data for general relief payments in 
July 1939 and July 1940 were reported by 38 
States. Increases ranging from 0.2 to 60.8 
percent occurred in 23 States. In 10 States— 
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, the District of 
Columbia, Georgia, Idaho, Louisiana, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, and West Virginia—the amount 
of obligations rose more than 20 percent from 
July 1939. Of the 15 States in which decreases 
occurred in the amount of payments, 5—Cali- 
fornia, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Washington, 
and Wyoming—reported declines of more than 
20 percent. 


Special Types of Public Assistance 


A total of $53.0 million was incurred in July 
for payments to recipients of old-age assistance 
aid to dependent children, and aid to the blind 
in the 48 States, the District of Columbia, Alaska, 
and Hawaii. Included in this amount are pay- 
ments to recipients from Federal, State, and local 
funds for programs administered under State 
plans approved by the Social Security Board, 
and from State and local funds for programs 
administered under State laws without Federal] 
participation. Excluded from this aggregate sum 
are all costs of administering the programs. 

Total payments to recipients of the three special 
types of public assistance in July were 1.0 percent 
more than in June and 10.7 percent larger than 
in July 1939. The largest percentage increase 
from July of the previous year was in aid to 


Table 5.—Special types of public assistance in States with plans approved by the Social Security Board, by months, 
January 1938July 1940 ' 


[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 15, 1940] 


















































Number of recipients | Amount of obligations incurred for payments to recipients * 
! 

Year and month ou Aid to dependent children ? ane . 

~age as- to the r | Old-age assist- | Aid to depend- | 
sistance blind Total ance ent children ? jAta to the blind 

Families Children 
SEE Es SE Le: SERORMRC RES: eee $494, 797,218 | $390, 402, 054 $93, 427, 924 $10, 967, 240 
EES ET: Te ee oe 1, 602, 025 218, 009 541, 224 33, 595 39, 050, 567 | 31, 227, 485 7, 014, 662 808, 420 
REELS SS 1 A AR 1, 625, 539 224, 737 557, 613 35, 149 39, 510, 592 | 31, 443, 867 7, 222, 237 S44, 488 
SEER eae 1, 648, 306 231, 001 572, 582 36, 393 40, 217, 107 31, 821, 575 7, 524, 472 871, 060 
= RE ST 1, 664, 541 236, 241 585, 190 37, 218 40, 522, 133 32, 115, 423 7, 530,714 875, 906 
SS EE ee 1, 680, 051 240, 079 594, 024 38, 131 40, 787, 565 32, 364, 745 7, 540, 168 882, 652 
| AES SS ee 1, 659, 295 243, 422 603, 335 38, 783 40, 872, 494 32, 323, 431 7, 644, 607 904, 456 
a 2 SEI ae ce 1, 709, 812 244, 712 606, 164 39, 596 41, 475, 321 32, 875, 578 7, 671, 460 928, 283 
EE er 1, 719, 124 251, 743 620, 181 40, 195 41, 886, 379 32, 965, 264 7, 978, 814 942, 301 
Es 1, 733, 999 839 628, 755 41, 002 42, 336, 545 33, 309, 172 8, 071, 316 956, 057 
ES Oe 1, 638, 457 257, 415 633, 703 41,449 40, 287, 138 31, 131, 171 8, 188, 402 967, 565 
i askin asians 1, 764, 569 261, 115 641, 681 42, 256 43, 438, 019 34, 031, 996 8, 422, 218 983, 805 
| ES Eanes 1, 779, 292 266, 654, 260 42, 938 44, 413, 358 34, 792, 347 8, 618, 854 1, 002, 157 
stiches lace itinelsainiiaghlaidihaehiadeden pnibiads-cntcrleenimattlb pede rdlivigabeiiibiiadentaeaen 554, 771, 850 431, 130, 053 111, 191, 000 12, 450, 797 
1, 790, 055 273, 688 670, 046 43, 355 44, 969, 281 35, 058, 634 8, 900, 364 1, 010, 283 
1, 802, 296 282, 108 686, 532 43, 740 45, 260, 698 35, 173, 297 9, 067, 631 1, 019, 770 
1, 815, 913 284, 262 689, 946 43, 968 45, 440, 042 35, 242, 039 9, 173, 347 1, 024, 656 
1, 832, 586 282, 009 683, 888 44, 240 45, 281, 113 35, 354, 391 8, 899, 963 1, 026, 759 
1, 835, 246 285, 692 691, 663 44, 161 45, 244, 848 35, 253, 819 8, 968, 947 1, 022, 082 
1, 845, 040 297, 344 717, 990 44, 579 46, 166, 438 35, 852, 758 9, 278, 766 1, 034, 914 
1, 860, 550 298, 627 720, 135 44, 897 46, 601, 353 36, 240, 775 9, 325, 066 1, 035, 512 
1, 874, 090 298, 915 720, 461 45, 255 46, 824, 079 36, 431, 580 9, 349, 310 1, 043, 189 
1, 887, 459 299, 707 722, 217 45, 308 47, 014, 370 36, 565, 702 9, 402, 706 1, 045, 962 
1, 896, 535 300, 025 722, 45, 444 46, 971, 749 36, 390, 582 9, 528, 651 1, 052, 516 
1, 905, 968 299, 995 722, 968 45, 608 47, 334, 810 36, 681, 658 9, 590, 850 1, 062, 302 
1, 911, 330 301, 823 730, 195 45, 861 47, 663, 069 36, 884, 818 9, 705, 399 1, 072, 852 
1, 926, 856 311, 847 753, 848 46, 101 49, 746, 454 38, 582, 749 10, 079, 456 | 1, O84, 249 
1, 932, 466 315, 871 763, 317 46, 321 50, 258, 091 38, 953, 358 10, 214, 761 1, 089, 972 
1, 938, 311 320, 727 774, 703 46, 549 50, 303, 905 38, 785, 010 10, 422, 038 1, 096, 857 
1, 947, 545 325, 402 785, 001 46, 892 50, 659, 100 39, 004, 681 10, 549, 503 1, 104, 916 
1, 958, 999 329, 235 793, 433 47, 221 50, 834, 506 39, 123, 085 10, 599, 604 | 1, 111,727 
1, 972, 781 333, 011 801, 752 47, 606 51, 498, 477 39, 679, 175 10, 693, 651 | 1, 125, 651 
1, 991, 716 336, 315 811, 242 47, 847 52, 006, 781 40, 084, 476 10, 799, 170 1, 123, 135 

















1 See the Bulletin, July 1939, p. 52, for information for February 1936-Decem- 
ber 1937. Figures include pients assisted from Federal, State, and local 
funds for administered under State — approved by the Social 
Security d and recipients assisted from State and local funds only for 
programs under State laws without Federal participation administered con- 
currently with a similar program under an approved plan. 
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2 Includes estimates for Hawaii for January-May 1938. 
3 From Federal, State, and local funds; excludes cost of administration and, 
prior to January 1940, of hospitalization and burials. 
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dependent children, which rose 15.2 percent. 
Payments for old-age assistance were 9.8 percent 

ter than in July 1939, and payments for aid 
to the blind, 6.0 percent. 

All but 2 percent of aggregate expenditures for 
the special types of public assistance in July were 
incurred in States with plans approved by the 
Social Security Board. Of the total of $53.0 
million, $52.0 million was spent in States provid- 
ing these types of assistance under the Social 
Security Act. In these States, $40.1 million was 
for payments to 2.0 million aged recipients; $10.8 
million to 336,000 families in behalf of 811,000 
children; and $1.1 million to 48,000 blind recip- 
jents. Each of the 51 jurisdictions providing old- 
age assistance is administering such assistance 
under an approved plan. Aid to dependent 
children is provided under approved plans in 42 
States, and aid to the blind in 43. 

In 9 States—Alaska, Connecticut, LIllinois, 
Iowa, Kentucky, Mississippi, Nevada, South 
Dakota, and Texas—aid to dependent children is 
administered under State laws without Federal 
participation. Aid to the blind is thus adminis- 
tered in 4 States—Lllinois, Missouri, Nevada, and 
Pennsylvania. Kentucky has a State law for aid 
to the blind, but data on the status of the program 
are not available. Of the $1.0 million paid to 
recipients in July in these States, $348,000 was 
given to 14,000 families in behalf of 33,000 depend- 
ent children and $689,000 to 24,000 blind persons. 


Old-Age Assistance 


The total number of recipients of old-age assist- 
ance and the total amount of obligations incurred 
for payments to recipients were each 1.0 percent 
greater in July than in June. With the begin- 
ning of the new fiscal year, increases in both the 
number receiving assistance and the amount of 
payments were reported for all but 16 of the 51 
jurisdictions administering old-age assistance. 

The largest relative increase from the previous 
month in the number of aged persons on the 
assistance rolls—8.1 percent—was in Arkansas, 
although the amount of obligations incurred in 
this State rose only 4.4 percent. These increases 
in Arkansas continued an upward movement but 
at a slower rate; in June the number of recipients 
was greater than in May by 8.6 percent, and the 
amount of obligations incurred by 35.8 percent. 
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In Virginia both the number of persons receiving 
assistance and the amount of assistance payments 
increased 5.1 percent from June to July. 

A rise from June of 3.6 percent in Ohio in both 
the case load and the amount of assistance was 
attributable to an increased appropriation of the 
State legislature in a special session. In Missouri 
the number aided and the amount of payments 
were 4.0 and 3.1 percent, respectively, above the 
levels for June. Smaller increases were reported 
by Kentucky, Mississippi, New Hampshire, and 
New Mexico, where increases from 2.0 to 3.1 per- 
cent in the number of recipients were accompanied 
by somewhat larger expansions, ranging from 2.7 
to 5.3 percent, in the total amount of payments. 

Decreases of slightly more than 1 percent from 
June to July in both the number receiving old-age 
assistance and the amount of payments occurred 
in Delaware, Oregon, and South Carolina. In 
Maine the number of recipients decreased 1.8 
percent, while the amount of payments declined 
5.3 percent. In Oregon a review of cases resulted 
in the removal of a number of recipients from the 
assistance rolls. The decline in payments in 
South Carolina was made necessary by a reduction 
in the amount of State funds appropriated for the 
program. In Hawaii the number aided remained 
unchanged, although the amount of payments 
increased 4.0 percent from June. In Vermont, 
where the case load declined 0.1 percent, obliga- 
tions incurred for assistance rose 5.1 percent. 

Each of the 51 jurisdictions administering old- 
age assistance under plans approved by the Social 
Security Board in July 1940 also made payments 
under approved plans in July 1939. In July 1940 
the number of recipients of old-age assistance in 
these jurisdictions was 7.0 percent greater than in 
July of the previous year, while the amount in- 
curred for assistance payments was 9.8 percent 
greater. In 9 States—Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, 
Georgia, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Penn- 
sylvania, Tennessee, and Virginia—the increases 
in both the number aided and the amount of 
obligations incurred were greater than 15 percent. 
In Texas an increase of 1.0 percent in the number 
of recipients was accompanied by a decrease of 
24.2 percent in the amount of assistance. De- 
creases in both items were reported for only 6 
States—Delaware, Florida, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Oregon, and South Carolina. The largest de- 
creases from July 1939—20.9 percent in the num- 
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ber receiving assistance and 20.1 percent in the 


amount of payments—were in South Carolina. 


Aid to Dependent Children 


From June to July, in States with plans ap- 


proved by the Social Security Board, aid to 


dependent children increased 1.0 percent both in 
the number of families receiving aid and in the 


amount of obligations incurred for payments to 
recipients, and 1.2 percent in the number of 


Table 6.—Old-age' assistance in States with plans approved by the Social Security Board, by States, July 19% 
{Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 15, 1940] 





























Percentage change from— N a 
obligations | A Ue 
obligations verage 

Social Security Board region and State pen oe aby for | amount per June 1940 in— July 1939 in— p+ t...| 
payments to| recipient Population 

recipients ! Number of | Amount of | Number of | Amount of on 
recipients | obligations | recipients | obligations over! 
1,991, 716 | $40, 084, 476 $20. 13 +10 +1.0 +7.0 +9.8 1251 
17, 124 476, 871 27.85 1 +3.3 +8.0 +112 146 
13, 665 284, 241 20. 80 -18 —5.3 +10.8 +11. 2 159 
86, 048 2, 468, 28. 69 +1.0 +10 +8. 2 +10.0 2) 
5, 932 128, 081 21, 59 +2.5 +3.3 +34.3 +19. 8 112 
6, 819 133, 947 19. 64 +.7 +14 +3.9 +7.2 152 
5, 435 91, 430 16. 82 -.1 +5.1 —3.7 +3.7 189 
119, 304 3, 046, 182 25. 53 +.5 +.4 +7.2 +13.3 151 
2, 642 30, 074 11. 38 —1.6 —L4 —4.6 -.9 1% 
31, 179 643, 770 20. 65 +.1 —.2 +6.8 +11,2 125 
98, 655 2, 170, 584 22. 00 +.4 +.2 +211 +22. 4 159 
3, 366 85, 967 25. 54 +.4 +.5 +2.9 +5,2 80 
18, 429 325, 675 17. 67 —-.5 —-.5 +4.3 +5.7 168 
35, 950 362, 810 10. 09 +.7 +.3 +7.1 +9. 2 255 
18, 322 179, 861 9. 82 +5.1 +5.1 +27.6 +30.4 121 
18, 003 251, 308 13. 96 +1.0 +1.6 —.7 +4.6 26 
49, 944 438, 867 8.79 +2.5 +3.0 +10.1 +11.8 270 
73, 778 1, 243, 424 16, 85 +.6 +.4 —10.6 —9.7 253 
127, 366 2, 966, 304 23. 29 +3.6 +3.6 +8. 2 +8.0 Pais! 
138, 695 2, 935, 923 21.17 +.3 +1.3 +3.8 +12.6 7 
66, 534 1, 202, 038 18. 07 +.4 +.7 +3.3 +6.9 20 
51, 909 1, 167, 833 22. 50 +.7 +11 +10.3 +15, 2 26 
20, 064 186, 418 9. 29 +.6 —.1 +17.3 +15. 6 182 
35, 707 432, 019 12.10 +14 +2.1 —3.2 —10.9 376 
28, 355 227, 206 8. 01 +.4 | +.6 +27.0 +25. 4 218 
21, 932 183, 493 8. 37 +2.0 +2.7 +10.8 +25. 8 244 
19, 496 161, 078 8. 26 -1.5 | -1.3 —20.9 —.1 315 
40, 196 405, 183 10. 08 -—.3) —.2 +48.3 +46.9 28 
55, 315 1, 147, 953 20. 75 +.4 | —.5 +5.6 +83 253 
62, 850 1, 332, 976 21. 21 —.1 —1.3 —5.3 —3.0 322 
27, 935 462, 635 16. 56 +.5 +049 +2.9 +09.6 5 
8, 758 145, 914 16. 66 —.7 | —1.4 +6.0 —.3 43 
14, 813 291, 19. 70 +.4 | +.4 +7.3 +21.1 353 
21, 348 156, 023 7.31 +8.1 | +4.4 +26. 0 +53. 6 267 
27, 209 531, 739 19. 54 +.2 | +.4 (*) (‘) 225 
95, 737 1, 527, 726 15. 96 +4.0 +3.1 +25.7 +A4 307 
73, 071 1, 294, 941 17.72 +.4 | +.5 +6.8 +7.1 614 
31, 931 380, 329 11.91 +.2 +.2 +6. 6 +19.7 453 
4, 622 68, 221 14. 76 +3.1 | +5.3 +183 +47.4 320 
118, 368 1, 257, 069 10. 62 (5 | +3.0 +1.0 —24.2 415 
8, 221 231, 686 28. 18 +1.0 | +1.8 +10.4 +16. 2 484 
641,255 | © 1,391, 237 33.72 +.3 | +.2 +5, 8 +10.1 #509 
8, 954 197, 22. 06 +.2 | +.5 +6.9 +9.8 309 
12, 178 220, 070 18. 07 (") | (") -—.7 +.5 393 
13, 547 288, 257 21. 28 -.7 —.4 —.7 +1.2 502 
3, 420 81, 102 23. 71 +.5 | +.5 +7.4 +10.2 343 
143, 459 5, 445, 639 37. 96 +1.2 +1,2 +8.0 +26. 4 312 
2, 287 60, 650 26. 52 +.7 | +.6 +2.9 +2.8 381 
18, 953 405, 271 21. 38 —11 | —1L1 —6.3 —6.4 226 
39, 407 872, 001 22. 13 +.5 | +.5 +14 +1.2 315 
1, 460 41, 037 28.11 +.2 +.4 +17.2 +19.5 365 
1, 769 23, 309 13. 18 (5) +4.0 —.5 +3.8 177 


























1 From Federal, State, and local funds; excludes cost of administration. 

’ Pee of July 1, 1938, estimated with advice of the U. 8. Bureau 
of the Census. 

3 Adjustments have been made for grants covering 2 or more eligible indi- 
viduals for Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kansas, Lou a, New Mex- 
ico, North | Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, West Virginia, Wyoming, 

wail. 
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‘ Not computed, because of change in reporting procedure. 

t of less than 0.1 percent. 

* Includes $120,718 incurred for direct payments to 3,600 persons 60 but 
under 65 years of age, and $250 for burial payments to persons 60 but under 
65. Rate per 1,000 oxcludes these recipients. 

7 Increase of less than 0.1 percent. 

*No change, 
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children in whose behalf aid was granted. Both 
the numbers receiving aid and the amount of 
assistance rose in all but 17 of the 42 States pro- 
viding aid under the Social Security Act; decreases 
from June in the number of families and children 
and the amount of payments were reported for 


only 9 States. The percentage changes from the 
previous month in 32 States were less than 2 
percent. 

The largest relative increases from June oc- 
curred in Virgini«, where the number of families 
receiving aid and the amount of payments were 


Table 7.—Aid to dependent children in States with plans approved by the Social Security Board, by States, July 1940 
[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 15, 1940] 
































Number of recipi- 
ents Percentage change from— Number 
Amount of 
jents 
| June 1940 in— July 1989 in— 1, 000. 
Social Security Board region and State for pay- per estimated 
ments to famil 
Families | Children | -cipients! ¥ |Numberofrecipients| , nount Number ofrectpiental pane lon un- 
of obli- of obli- years ! 
Families | Children| ®**4008 | Pamities | Children | S#tions 
ON ot is cs areesiiniiisilll $36,315 | 811,242 |$10,790,170 | $32.11 +1.0 +1,2 +1.0] +126] +127] +415.7 27 
Region I 
a ci saetinnll 1, 545 3, 945 59, 739 38. 67 +1.2 +1.2 +10] +13.6) +13.1 16.8 17 
Massachusetts..................--- 12,214 | #30, 635 706, 195 57.82 +1,2 +.5 —.1} +163) +228 16.4 327 
New Hampshire..................- 668 1,709 29, 641 44. 37 —.7 —1.0 —1.7 3) +37.5| +585 13 
Re  . cmewainesiiie 1, 241 3, 441 56, 241 45, 32 +2.6 +5.2 +2.0 +7.9 Te 1 +5.7 19 
Vermont CEs Sa 576 1, 665 18, 886 32. 79 +1,2 +.8 +11] +25.5 21.6) +39.3 16 
Region : 
New York 2 ESS a OE. 36,005 | 70,940 1,621, 280 45. 03 -.1 —.4 —.2 —-1.7 —2.2 —7.3 2 
Region : 
SE ere oe 504} 91,365 16, 460 32. 68 —1.8 —1.6 —1.5 +22) +180 +8.9 30 
en cacucininalais 11,209 | 25, 187 347, 778 31.03 +.3 +.5 +.7 +3.9 +6.1 +8.3 22 
002 | 90,418} 1,411,070 36. 10 +2.7 +4.4 43.2) 4345) +483.5) +487.4 31 
942 2, 792 35, 037 87.19 +1.0 +1.3 +.8 —1.4 —.4 —18 22 
7,219 | 19,436 224, 387 31. 08 —L5 —1.5 -17 —3.0 —4.0 —2.3 43 
9,389 | 23, 253 155, 815 16, 60 +.4 —.2 +.1 +15.5 +9.1) +245 18 
8, 337 10, 352 68, 390 2.49} +122) +10.4) +122] +180.2) +1650] +1508 12 
7,943 | 21,850 182, 923 23.03 +1.7 +1.5 +2.8 +0.5 +6.6| +22.3 34 
19,020 | * 44, 602 733, 205 88. 55 +2.0 +1.8 42.3) +811 +40.4) 448.7 335 
9,901 | * 27,954 388, 604 38. 90 +.6 +.8 +1.5 —4.0 —6.5 —3.3 316 
17,392 | 35,798 490, 788 28, 22 +.2 +.2 +.4 +3.1 +3.0 +5.7 39 
12,363 | 4 28,273 469, 434 37.97 +.5 +.5 +.4 +7.6 +6.6| +103 432 
5, 887 17, 178 81, 757 13. 89 -.5 +.3 —2.4 +6.2 +44] +159 17 
#3, 630 9, 788 § 82, 903 22. 84 —4.0 +15 +.2 +3.6 +7.5 +2.7 20 
3, 787 9, 701 77, 239 20. 41 —.7 —1.0 -.7 +2.2 —3.5 +1.8 9 
2, 932 8, 754 48, 194 16. 44 -1.1 —2.1 —.8| 37.7) -366| —37.2 13 
14,173 | 35,922 260, 12.39 -.1 —.3 -.1 +45.7| +38.39) +460 39 
8,887 | 321,317 304, 974 34. 32 +.3 +.5 (*) +14.1 +114) +118 329 
75,409 | 712,235 | 7 149,988 27.28 +1.3 +1.2 +1.0] +10,.2 +8.6) +244 32 
2,388 | *6,632 74, 292 81. 11 +.8 +.9 +7) +149) +141] 410.5 329 
5,118 | 13,252 59, 727 11.67] +10.0 +9.1 +7.0| 4+23.6| +222) +848 19 
6,414 | 14,895 188, 792 29. 43 (®) +.3 —.5 (0) o. (*) 29 
11,234 | 26,962 268, 916 23.94 +14 +1.7 +18] +116) +13.5] 438.6 26 
18,704 | 43, 135 272, 609 14. 51 +1.3 +1.2 +14) +116] +113] +344 53 
13, 251 87, 110 313, 675 23. 67 +1.3 +1.5 +1.2] 419.6] +417.5]) +4327 55 
1, 935 5, 48, 882 25. 26 +2.5 +2.7 +2.9|) +128) +129] +325 39 
2, 539 7, 102 82, 080 32. 33 —.2 +.6 +.2 +1.3 +4.1 +2.5 55 
6, 058 14, 662 180, 932 29. 72 +1.6 +11 +.6 +24.1 -+22.6 +24.0 50 
2,914} *%7,180 83, 971 28. 82 +.7 +1.0 +1.1 +10.2| +140] +17.9 346 
2, 377 5, 750 66, 390 27.93 +.3 +.2 +.1 +9.5| +13.0) +140 38 
3, 474 ‘ 125, 985 36. 27 +2.4 +3.6 +4.9 +7.3| +118] +15.3 50 
735 1, 828 23, 578 32. 08 —1.6 —1.0 —1.0 +5.3 +5.7 +8.7 27 
15, 546 | 337,619 712, 661 45, 84 +,2 —.3 +8) +125 6| +223 3238 
1,980 | 1 4,698 78, 561 39, 68 (1) +.5 +3] +104] +17.9 +8.8 1617 
me. 4,956 | 311,726 155, 542 31. 38 —.5 —.7 —.5 —1.4 +2.9 +5.8 329 
y: } 
STs Sdibhitedniocdasndddndmessel 1, 187 3, 891 41, 851 36.17 +.8 +.8 +1.7 +16.4| +110] +182 29 



































! From Federal, State, and local funds; excludes cost of administration. 
’ Fopalation as of July 1, 1938, estimated with advice of the U. 8. Bureau of 
ensus. 

* Includes an unknown number of children 16 years of age and over. 

‘ Includes approximately 2,884 children 16 years of age and over. Rate per 
1,000 excludes these children. 

‘Includes aid to dependent children administered under State law without 
Federal participation. 

* Increase of less than 0.1 percent. 

‘In addition, in 66 counties payments amounting to $14,970 were made 
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from local funds without Federal cipation to 858 families in behalf of 
1,939 children under the State mo’ ’-pension law. Some families receiv- 
ing aid from this source for July also received aid under State plan for aid to 
dependent children approved by the Social Security Board. 
Decrease of less than 0.1 percent. 

* Not compu’ because of change in reporting procedure. 

10 Includes 555 children 16 years of age and over. Rate per 1,000 excludes 
these children. 

1 No change. 





each 12.2 percent greater than in the previous 
month while the number of children rose 10.4 
percent. In Arkansas the number of families 
increased 10.0 percent; the number of children, 


9.1 percent; and obligations, 7.0 percent. 


Decreases from June of 2 percent or less in the 
number of families and children receiving aid and 
in the amount of obligations incurred for assistance 
payments were reported in Delaware, Georgia, 


Maryland, New Hampshire, New York, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Washington, and Wyoming. 
A sizable decrease—4.0 percent—in the number of 
families receiving aid in Florida was accompanied 
by increases of 1.5 and 0.2 percent, respectively, 
in the number of children and the amount of 
payments. 

The 42 States administering aid to dependent 
children under plans approved by the Social 


Table 8.—Aid to the blind in States with plans approved by the Social Security Board, by States, July 1940 
[Data reported by State agencies, corrected to Aug. 15, 1940] 















































Percentage change from— 
eed r " 
ob Average June 1940 in— July 1939 in— 
Social Security Board region and State | Number of | incurred for | amount per per 10,00 
recipients | payments to| recipient estimated 
recipients Number of | Amount of | Number of | Amount of 1 
recipients | obligations | recipients | obligations 
TM itiicdncisnseetenincsoonccene 47, 847 $1, 123, 135 $23. 47 +0.5 —0.2 +6.5 +8.0 49 
Region I: 
Connecticut........................... 3234 36,142 26. 25 —4.9 —5.2 +9.3 +21.7 13 
al 1, 210 ” 684 22. 88 -1.9 —26 —25 -7.6 ul 
lt chennai 1,193 , 845 23.34 +.8 +1.4 +4.1 +8.5 
New Hampshire_...................__. 316 7, 237 22. 90 —16 —2.6 —1.6 +.9 
Rhode Island_...------------- 2... 67 1, 176 17.55 0) ® ® O) 10 
Reg l itntsitinktatichccasssecosoe 153 3, 395 22.19 ® —6.0 —1.9 +5.0 rT) 
pow York... Sasso ieiiedaasamcine inane tops 2, 839 72, 245 25. 45 —.3 —.8 +5.5 +9. 2 2 
"Now Jersey. Oca iicsseine 718 16,77 23.37 —.3 +.1 +12.7 +15.2 7 
"Fisteiet-of Oclambls.................. 215 5, 539 25.77 +2.4 +2.2 +2.9 +3.6 34 
| SRE TEES A ea 679 14, 412 21.23 —.6 —.2 +3.3 +4.3 ri) 
N a 1,900 550 15. 03 —2.4 -1.7 —12 +1.3 54 
Dl Ptbiiathiicmbhnabtibedanecece 1,031 12, 963 12. 57 +.8 —.3 +20.7 +19.8 38 
wee Vague SE 814 14, 345 17. 62 +.9 +2.0 +.9 +8.3 “4 
" A 905 19, 495 21. 54 +4.9 +44 +19.9 +12.2 19 
Regen Vi. lt pdbitdmnnnidinbetedidcewnn esas 3, 979 259 19. 67 +.4 +.8 +.7 +.1 59 
SEE eee 2, 432 50, 973 20. 96 -.3 —10.4 1.8 +3.5 7 
hal oe air actasdlicllibasiicNombinennenaien 2,015 46, 979 23. 31 +.3 +.6 +1.2 +3.3 69 
| 600 5, 296 8.83 (®) 18 +10.9 +10.2 21 
A 32,399 3 30, 639 12.77 +2.0 +2.4 +5.4 —3.4 144 
Misstppi CLL EE ae 1,114 11, 268 10. 11 +.3 +.6 +12.4 +13.8 36 
AONE SE ae ee 804 6, 413 7.98 +3.1 +3.5 +38. 4 +53.9 0 
— Et SR NI 1007 ft — inoy a o ha Hi HY 
Sl eeetea teeta tated ” , . le 1 
Region VIII: 
EEE ae 1, 470 35, 231 23. 97 +.7 +.5 +5.2 +7.9 58 
Saas 933 25, 101 26. 90 —.2 —i.2 +13.9 +21,2 35 
Sa a 3 604 3 13, 829 19. 93 +.9 +1.3 +14. 5 +8.7 51 
Deere mpemets. ........................ 196 4, 207 21. 46 +8.3 +4.0 +55. 6 +69. 6 2 
a; ; | freee inti aniawsbananes 241 4, 237 17. 58 +1.3 +.2 +4.8 +9.3 35 
ee tl tineminowes 905 7, 546 8. 34 +11. 5 +8.1 +44.3 +84.8 44 
| Ae 1, 275 26, 402 20. 71 +.2 —2.0 (ey) '¢) 68 
ee. RANE aac RE a 227 34, 421 15. 46 (5 +.5 +5. 5 +10.2 87 
Sh 1,069 15, 974 14. 94 +.2 +.5 +14.9 +26.7 50 
prom Hexion SESE RES Cee 239 4, 227 17. 69 +2.6 +3.7 +15. 5 +34.7 57 
EE 362 10, 239 28, 28 +1.7 +5.2 +11.4 +24.8 88 
Te ee 628 18, 238 29. 04 —1.9 —-19 +1.1 —3.5 59 
Ee aa 277 6, 075 21. 93 —.4 —.6 —3.5 —-11 56 
| EES aaa ae 207 4, 338 20. 96 +6. 2 +5.4 +39.9 +39.8 38 
a —— S| ae, Sel o | “i 38) Soe 
SE RR ; ; -. —3.9 - 
Region XII: 
i ada neeeicentinnes 7, 202 345, 680 48.00 +.6 +.5 +9.9 +9.7 117 
“ec ar 446 11, 272 25. 27 —1.3 —1.2 —.2 —.3 43 
TA a 1,039 31, 747 30. 5€ +.2 +.4 +4.1 +5.0 63 
Hawaii 68 1, 085 15.96 ® 0) 0) ® 17 
1 From Federal, State, and local funds; excludes cost of administration. 5 No change. 
a —- as ny #9 1937, estimated by the U. 8. Bureau of the Census. * Increase of less than 0.1 percent. 
s aid to the blind administered under State law without Federal 7 Not computed, because of change in reporting procedure. 
§ Decrease of less than 0.1 percent. 


< Not computed, because figures too small for comparison. 
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Security Board in July of this year also granted 
aid under the Social Security Act in July 1939. 
In comparison with July of the previous year, the 
number of families and children receiving aid and 
the total amount of assistance in these 42 States 
in July 1940 were, respectively, 12.6, 12.7, and 
15.7 percent greater. Increases from July 1939 
of more than 20 percent in both the numbers 
receiving aid and the amount of payments oc- 
curred in 8 States—Arkansas, Colorado, Michigan, 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Ver- 
mont, and Virginia. The large increases in 
Pennsylvania were the result of transfer of families 
from the general relief rolls to the program for 
aid to dependent children over a period of months, 
after the establishment of more liberal eligibility 
requirements for the latter program. 

The largest percentage decreases from July 
1939 in aid to dependent children were reported 
for South Carolina, where the State appropriation 
for the new fiscal year is less than for the pre- 
vious year. 


Aid to the Blind 


Although the number of recipients of aid to the 
blind in 43 States with plans approved by the 
Social Security Board was 0.5 percent above the 
number in June, the amount of obligations in- 
curred for payments to recipients was 0.2 percent 
below the June total. Increases in both the 
number of recipients and the amount of payments 
were reported by 23 States, but sizable increases 
occurred in only a few of these States. Twelve 
States reported decreases in both items. 

As in the case of old-age assistance, the largest 
percentage increases were in Arkansas, where the 
number of recipients increased 11.5 percent and 
the amount of assistance, 8.1 percent. In North 
Dakota the number receiving aid to the blind was 
8.3 percent higher in July, and the amount of 
payments to recipients was 4.0 percent larger 
than in the previous month. Montana reported 
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increases from June of 6.2 percent in recipients 
and 5.4 percent in obligations. In Michigan the 
number assisted and total payments rose 4.9 and 
4.4 percent, respectively. 

Four States reported comparatively large de- 
creases from June to July. In Connecticut, the 
number receiving aid to the blind declined 4.9 
percent and the amount of payments decreased 
5.2 percent. In Indiana, a decline of 0.3 percent 
in recipients was accompanied by a decrease of 
10.4 percent in assistance given. In Utah, where 
the number aided decreased 2.5 percent in July, 
obligations incurred for payments to recipients 
fell 6.1 percent below the amount for June. 
Although the number receiving aid in Vermont in 
July was the same as in the previous month, the 
amount of assistance dropped 6.0 percent. 

In the 43 jurisdictions, all of which made pay- 
ments for aid to the blind under approved plans 
for July 1939 as well as for July 1940, the number 
of recipients was 6.5 percent larger in July of this 
year and the amount of obligations incurred for 
payments to recipients was greater by 8.0 percent. 
In 10 States—Arizona, Arkansas, Connecticut, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Montana, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, and Virginia—increases of 
more than 20 percent occurred in either the num- 
ber of recipients or the amount of payments. 

Sizable decreases from July 1939 in the number 
of recipients and the amount of payments occurred 
in only a few States. The largest relative de- 
creases—13.2 percent in the number receiving 
assistance and 14.3 percent in the amount of 
assistance—were in South Carolina, where a 
smaller amount of State funds for aid to the blind 
necessitated a reduction in the program. In 
Utah, recipients in July 1940 were 7.5 percent, and 
obligations incurred were 8.2 percent below levels 
in July of the previous year. The number 
receiving aid to the blind in Maine was 2.5 percent 
less than in July 1939, while the amount of pay- 
ments dropped 7.6 percent. 
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STATISTICS BY STATES, JUNE 1940 _ ::;, 


Total expenditures for payments to recipients 
of public assistance and for earnings of persons 
employed under Federal work programs decreased 
6.8 percent from May to June in the continental 
United States. In the 46 jurisdictions reporting 
declines, the decreases ranged from 1.9 to 16.3 
percent. The three States in which increases 
occurred were Colorado, Connecticut, and New 


a 


. . a 
Hampshire. In Connecticut, expenditures moved 


upward 12.4 percent, but the increases in the other 
two States were small. 

Amounts smaller than in May were reported in 
all jurisdictions for earnings of persons employed 
on projects operated by the Work Projects 
Administration, in 48 jurisdictions for earnings of 
persons enrolled in the Civilian Conservation 


Table 9.—Amount of public assistance and earnings of persons employed under Federal work programs in the 
continental United States, by States, June 1940 ' 






























































[In thousands] 
Obligations incurred for— Earnings of persons employed under Federal work 
Subsist- programs 
ence pay- 
Special types of public =, National Youth 
State Total assistance by the Administration Other 
orm Civilian Work Federal 
Aid to Getter | Security | Conser- Our-et- | Adana | commen 
relie! a vation ut-of- minis- | construe. 
Old-age de- Aid to Adminis- | Qorps | Student | school tration tion 
assist- ndent | the blind tration work k 
ance | Pe e program | _ Wor Projects 
children program 
2 $256,234 | $39,616 | $10,997| $1,813 | $32, 408 $1,516 | $15,872| $2,314] $5,579] $100,400 2 $45, 720 
3,651 187 84 5 24 81 460 15 147 1, 648 1,00 
1, 216 228 82 10 50 62 169 13 13 381 208 
2, 399 149 56 7 23 17 518 6 84 1, 307 20 
18, 956 5, 382 707 344 3, 186 204 494 139 177 5, 256 3,068 
3, 1, 389 179 19 229 65 151 24 28 1, 116 429 
2,917 461 370 6 540 (4) 102 25 53 957 701 
360 30 eS 25 1 24 4 11 153 6 
3, 015 86 5 53 : 46 18 25 754 1,995 
3, 082 423 83 30 58 15 247 26 84 1, 353 764 
3, 389 226 78 ll 42 25 503 28 173 1, 682 620 
196 32 25 60 9 34 416 106 
18, 954 2, 898 3 168 2205 3, 650 10 765 175 243 8, 306 2, 532 
6, 069 1, 193 489 57 549 3 324 44 123 2, 658 628 
3, 574 1, 153 362 35 490 4 176 61 91 1, 133 369 
2,7 530 190 27 308 41 225 26 68 1, 121 263 
3, 687 426 | | Bea 343 19 37 17 153 1,710 934 
3, 327 379 310 16 141 12 358 18 173 1, 274 646 
1, 571 300 59 28 245 5 100 15 60 321 436 
2, 725 327 228 14 178 5 144 24 61 825 858 
12, 720 2, 445 707 27 1,771 (4) 451 75 160 4, 407 2, 675 
8, 349 1, 239 717 19 1, 084 13 495 118 171 3, 915 578 
5, 671 1, 351 305 25 795 20 416 68 155 2, 132 404 
2, 509 179 31 9 25 360 23 99 1, 188 620 
7, 659 1,481 264 291 277 123 644 73 152 3, 809 74 
1, 628 220 66 83 4 123 6 27 553 452 
2,744 459 149 14 133 34 175 32 61 1, 207 481 
357 60 2 (0) 16 1 15 1 8 89 167 
1, 458 124 30 7 159 1 35 & 29 355 711 
9, 123 645 346 17 1, 107 3 431 79 173 3, 609 2,713 
1, 211 65 48 4 18 115 129 11 45 568 209 
28, 261 3, 035 1, 625 73 8, 513 10 990 213 645 9, 378 3, 680 
3, 497 362 156 29 36 404 38 127 1,721 592 
1, 240 148 74 4 92 35 190 21 39 515 122 
14, 381 2, 863 383 78 1, 369 6 730 116 200 7, 480 1, 176 
4, 506 1, 289 269 34 75 598 47 112 1, 685 344 
2, 129 410 78 11 155 10 119 16 20 852 457 
23, 985 2, 166 1, 368 392 4,773 12 990 171 393 9, 275 4,44 
1, 935 132 55 1 3 285 (4) 13 16 33 634 765 
3, 034 163 49 9 20 12 346 33 96 1, 444 £63 
1, 404 291 32 4 89 94 162 12 33 541 145 
4,049 406 261 18 322 7 430 27 88 1, 608 1, 183 
7, 685 1, 221 1) ee 103 100 1, 053 111 400 3, 488 1, 208 
1, 381 289 120 5 112 16 62 24 26 558 168 
489 87 19 4 56 3 25 9 13 198 76 
3, 848 171 61 13 83 2 361 42 133 1, 095 1, 886 
5, 373 156 32 154 27 227 25 68 1, 562 2, 256 
2, 932 247 178 14 184 7 269 26 115 1, 253 
5, 795 1, 155 468 47 966 17 349 85 148 2, 323 237 
592 81 4 4 25 20 37 6 10 160 226 
1 See footnotes to table 2. 2 Includes less than $500 not distributed by States. + Estimated. 4 Less than $500. 
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Corps, and in 47 States for earnings under the 
student work program of the National Youth 
Administration. Expenditures for general relief 
declined in 39 States, and subsistence payments 
certified by the Farm Security Administration in 
34. Earnings under the out-of-school work pro- 


Increases from May in the aggregate amount of 
earnings of persons employed on other Federal 
work and construction projects were reported in 
33 States. In 40 States the total amount of 
obligations incurred for old-age assistance was 
greater than in May, while aid to dependent 





of the NYA were less than in May in 31 


children and aid to the blind increased over the 
jurisdictions. 


previous month in 33 and 31 States, respectively. 


Table 10.—Recipients of public assistance and persons employed under Federal work programs in the continental 
United States, by States, June 1940 ' 










































































Recipients oe of public Cases for | Persons employed under Federal work programs 
which sub- 
sistence 
Aid to dependent Cases payments National Youth 
State children recei were cer- Administration Other 
tified by | Civilian Work Federal 
Old-age Aid to relief the Farm | Conser- Projects | work and 
assistance the blind Security vation Student Out-of- | Adminis-| construc- 
Families | Children _— work | Shes! | Gatien | ten 
tration program work projects 
program 
1,969,555 | 346,269 | 831,059 71,870 | 1,373,187 60,310 | 239,573 | 313,367 | 269,195 |1, 734,497 | 4392, 621 
19, 940 5,914 17, 134 600 2, 498 1, 262 6, 950 1, 903 6,196 | 34,523 9, 889 
8, 136 2, 544 7, 356 3, 614 4, 234 2, 547 1,855 670 5,740 1, 738 
19, 755 4, 654 12, 147 812 4, 149 799 7,823 1, 043 4,105 | 26,941 2,946 
141, 792 15,519 | 37,723 7, 161 112, 322 8, 383 7,455 | 16,124 9,522 | 75,571 23, 414 
41, 152 5, 960 14, 506 640 14, 133 3, 001 2, 282 2, 564 1,425 | 17,234 3, 684 
17, 148 41,400 33, 300 246 19, 053 2 1, 545 3, 666 2, 471 16, 724 5, 508 
2, 686 513 se 5 ees 1, 259 34 358 547 649 2, 736 970 
3, 353 933 2, 757 210 EE Eniciscwauaan 688 1, 1, 337 10, 799 13, 078 
35, 222 3, 783 9, 641 2, 361 9, 820 548 3, 730 3, 665 5, 926 25, 379 8, 852 
28, 243 3, 815 9, 799 1,111 6, 744 1, 127 7, 600 3, 398 8, 863 35, 388 7,942 
8, 933 2, 804 7, 109 278 2, 156 770 4 808 1, 406 7, 237 1,079 
138,201 | 7,500 | #17,000| *7,700 148, 035 469 11,545 | 24, 434 14,805 | 135, 737 17, 218 
66, 255 17, 365 35, 736 2, 439 41, 635 133 4, 886 4,611 6,906 | 47,345 5, 382 
55, 109 + 3,000 37,000 1, 460 28, 789 141 2, 651 7, 307 4, 989 19, 093 4, 197 
27, 147 6, 416 14, 857 1, 273 19, 726 2, 469 8, 300 3, 855 5, 425 20, 374 3, 499 
48, 734 3 290 4, IE” 35, 700 238 5, 704 1, 468 6, 029 34, 463 8, 554 
31, 882 13, 081 36, 575 1, 067 9, 677 528 5, 398 1,815 6,059 | 24,783 6, 464 
13, 909 1, 527 3, 897 1, 233 9, 924 184 1, 516 2, 065 2, 098 6, 246 4, 470 
18, 516 7, 326 19, 739 683 8, 462 210 2, 167 3, 138 3, 988 15, 220 6, 407 
85, 186 12, 074 30, 486 1, 183 68, 133 17 6, 801 11, 789 6,978 | 65,010 20, 679 
73, 302 18, 639 45, 797 63 53, 976 450 7,478 15, 577 7, 965 67, 155 5, 693 
62, 908 8, 864 21, 220 935 35, 948 983 6, 286 10, 148 6,555 | 35,674 3, 861 
21, 510 3104 $162 780 1, 166 1, 103 5, 439 3, 262 5,932 | 25,758 8, 449 
92, 032 11, 076 26,519 | *3,655 23, 633 1,910 9, 718 9, 568 9,360 | 64,411 9, 131 
12, 175 2, 370 5, 741 195 4, 931 3, 790 1, 862 630 1, 420 8, 736 3, 630 
, 784 5, 428 12, 004 688 10, 501 2, 115 2, 639 4, 646 2, 927 20, 196 5, 544 
2, 272 99 239 14 869 22 233 143 327 1,470 1,173 
5, 785 673 1, 727 321 6, 872 41 527 5°86 1, 508 6, 234 4, 925 
$1, 145 11, 174 25, 037 720 48, 138 102 6, 505 11, 707 6,737 | 658,511 21, 508 
4, 1, 888 5, 486 233 2, 152 5, 873 1, 947 1,771 2, 162 9, 024 2, 032 
Eee 118,750 | 36,058 | 71,210 2, 847 240, 870 349 14,938 | 42,854 | 24,932) 145,146 27, 394 
North Carolina.................... 35, 604 9, 352 23, 201 1, 947 5, 465 399 6, 093 4, 964 6, 658 37, 460 7, 398 
SE EIOUD. cccccinesosduccncese 8, 822 2, 368 6, 575 181 5, 080 1, 943 2, 867 2, 373 2, 467 9, 598 1, 361 
CR 122, 885 9, 934 27, 731 3, 964 86, 345 292 11, 018 17, 080 10,969 | 118, 994 10, 942 
AT RT 72, 750 18, 557 42, 623 2, 228 3 12, 400 2, 706 9, 028 5, 517 5,326 | 37,843 3, 805 
cenit calnnimesouenis 19, 173 1, 980 4, 674 452 9, 491 279 1, 801 1,610 1, 185 12, 658 3, 640 
itn Udsnwnntecmedmind 98, 218 38, 049 86, 630 12, 962 183, 601 445 14, 942 29, 071 20,477 | 158, 605 35, 877 
ID Rn coccncccccscncsecces 6, 772 1, 210 3, 270 65 3 10, 500 10 195 2, 039 1, 630 10, 952 5, 552 
EN CRNOIIIID. . occ csccceccnecece 19, 796 2, 964 8, 943 794 2, 185 413 5, 218 5, 435 4,394 | 28, 668 8, 938 
South Dakota....................- 14, 752 1, 922 4, 243 238 5, 319 5, 470 2, 444 1, 225 1,970 9, 463 1, 799 
ETE ERS SE Ear ,308 | 14,187 | 36,041 1, 607 3 3,800 118 6, 487 2, 461 5,600 | 33,600 10, 487 
Texas... 118, 380 91 5 SEY 12, 523 3, 886 15, 889 14, 957 15, 157 73, 246 13, 656 
13, 639 3, 392 8, 389 202 5, 445 583 939 2, 346 1, 359 8, 702 1, 442 
5, 442 569 1, 652 153 2, 488 44 374 1, 128 746 3, 833 774 
17, 438 2, 975 9, 376 1, 023 7, 460 30 5, 456 6, 325 6,209 | 26, 259 17,111 
39, 192 4,979 11, 813 1, 087 11, 051 761 3,419 1, 891 3, 502 23, 557 13, 687 
17, 816 7, 809 21, 526 807 15, 820 106 4, 067 3, 572 5,743 | 30,011 2, 617 
51, 545 12, 303 28, 128 2, 008 45, 800 825 5, 262 11, 956 5, 513 38, 713 2, 130 
403 747 1, 148 1, 398 713 558 808 618 2, 577 2, 091 
! See footnotes to table 3. * Includes 4 persons not distributed by States. 3 Estimated. 
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Public and Private Aid in 116 Urban Areas 
June 1940 


Total expenditures for June in 116 urban areas 
were $85.3 million for payments to recipients of 
the special types of public assistance, public gen- 
eral relief, and private assistance, and for earnings 
of persons employed on projects operated by the 
Work Projects Administration. This total ex- 
cludes all costs of administering the several pro- 
grams and of materials, supplies, and equipment 
necessary for the operation of work projects. 
Data on earnings of persons enrolled in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps and earnings under 
the work programs of the National Youth Ad- 
ministration, on Federal agency projects financed 
by transfer of WPA funds, and on other Federal 
work and construction projects are not available 
for the urban areas. 

June expenditures were 7.6 percent below those 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 


STATISTICS FOR URBAN AREAS 




















for May and 22.1 percent below those for June 
1939. The amount of assistance and earnings in 
June 1940 dropped both from the preceding month 
and from June of the previous year for all programs 
except the three special types of public assistance, 
The largest declines—11.6 percent from May 1949 
and 35.0 percent from June 1939—were reported 
for the amount of earnings on projects operated 
by the WPA, which totaled $41.7 million in June 
of this year. The amount of assistance to cases 
receiving general relief from public agencies 
dropped to $22.2 million, a decline of 7.0 percent 
from May and 14.9 percent from June 1939, 
Private assistance, which totaled $816,000 in 
June 1940, was 9.6 percent below the amount for 
May and 7.9 percent below that for June 1939, 

From May to June 1940, there was a slight in- 
crease of 0.9 percent in total assistance to recipi- 
ents of the three special types of public assistance 
in the urban areas. The total of $20.6 million 


Chart I.—Public and private assistance and earnings of persons employed on projects operated by the Work Projects 
Administration and under the Civil Works Program in 116 urban areas, January 1929-June 1940 
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expended for June represented an increase of 11.9 
percent over payments for the same month in 1939. 
Old-age assistance increased 1.0 percent from May 
to June; aid to dependent children, 0.6 percent; 
and aid to the blind, 0.8 percent. Payments for 
old-age assistance were greater than in June 1939 
by 13.8 percent; those for aid to dependent chil- 
dren, by 7.7 percent; and payments for aid to the 
blind, by 6.0 percent. 

Of the total of $85.3 million expended in the 
urban areas, expenditures for earnings on projects 
operated by the WPA represented 48.8 percent. 
Expenditures for public general relief were 26.0 
percent of the total and assistance to recipients of 
the special types of public assistance were 24.2 
percent. Of the proportion of the total expended 
for the three special types of assistance, 17.2 per- 
cent was for old-age assistance, 6.1 percent for aid 
to dependent children, and 0.9 percent for aid to 
the blind. Private assistance comprised only 1.0 
percent of total expenditures for assistance and 
earnings. 

The major change from June 1939 to June 1940 
in the proportion of the total represented by the 
various programs resulted from increases in 
assistance to recipients of the special types of 
public assistance and a sizable decrease in earnings 


Chart II.—Special types of public assistance in 116 
urban areas, January 1929-June 1940 
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of persons employed on projects operated by the 
WPA. In June 1939, assistance under programs 
for old-age assistance, aid to dependent children, 
and aid to the blind represented only 16.9 percent 
of all assistance and earnings while earnings under 
projects operated by the WPA were 58.5 percent 
of the total. 


Table 1.—Amount of public and private assistance and earnings of persons employed on projects operated by the 
Work Projects Administration in 116 urban areas, June 1940 


[Corrected to Aug. 20, 1940] 





























Percentage change from— E ee of 
Type of agency —— of/ Amount! May 1940 in— June 1939 in— 
staaher of etenhee of June 1940|May 1940\June 1939 
um umber o' 
cases Amount cases Amount 
PI ncihthcndsitinpinaatusmnineniansiienbeiie 1) $85, 338, 305 |............ et i —22.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 
IE ere ara Hee (2) 3 84, 522,081 |...........- Sn § —22.2 99.0 99.0 99.2 
Agencies administering: 
| SEER ee 802, 356 22, 212, 519 —4.8 —7.0 —14.1 —14.9 26.0 25.9 B.8 
Special types of assistance *._......._. 73A, 864 20, 634, 489 +.7 +.9 +8.4 +119 24.2 22.1 16.9 
Old-age assistance._............... 581,114 14, 675, 879 +.5 +1.0 +8.3 +13.8 17.2 15.7 11.8 
Aid to dependent children §._.___. 129, 777 5, 191, 105 +1.4 +.6 +9.3 +7.7 6.1 5.6 4.4 
Aid to the blind §_................ 23,973 767, 505 6 +.8 +5.5 +6.0 9 8 RK 
Work Projects Administration ¢_...._. (®) 41, 675,073 @® —11.6 @®) —35.0 48.8 51.0 58.5 
Private agencies 7_....................... iain () a || Ee es) Re et! *-7.9 1.0 1.0 8 


























1 Excludes cost of administration; of ~~~ y one, and other items 

t to operation of work programs; and of transient care. Data for 
ag = .. er from those for months prior to January 1940, 

because they include obligations incurred for burials, in addition to obliga- 
tions ee for money payments, assistance in kind, medical care, and 


Not available. 
§ Public ies administered $1,458 of private funds while private 
$7,190 of public funds, so og total amounts contributed 
from public and private sources, respectively, were $84,527,813 and $810,492. 
des direct and work relief and cmautery aid to veterans administered 
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tatistics; represent 
sons “all payer on projects os by the WPA within these areas and 
- during month. Figures are no* available 

for these areas for earnings of persons employed on projects other than those 
operated by he WPA. 

’ Includes direct and work relief and aid to veterans. 

* Includes estimate of $146,121, of which $132,603 represents expenditures 
of es for which monthly reports are not available. 

* Based on data from agencies reporting monthly. 
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Table 2.—Amount of public and private assistance and earnings of persons employed on projects operated by the 
Work Projects Administration, by urban areas, June 1940—Continued 


[Corrected to Aug. 20, 1940] 



























































Percentage 
Public funds change in total 
from— 
State and city Area included Total ! —— vate 
Aid to Aid to 
Total General | Old-age |, 7 a, WPA Ma June 
relief * | assistance |“Chrneos e.} » | earnings ¢ 1943 
New Y 
ER 2 $105, 931 $38, 404 $17, 387 $5, 889 $750 $43, 501 $1,452} —0.6| —33.8 
Re 1, 162, 007 626, 565 103, 080 60, 614 3, 283 368, 465 13,958 | —9.2| —28.7 
New Rochelle 84, 659 51, 886 12, 333 8, 871 0 11, 569 613} —5.1 —4.7 
New York............... 15, 782, 999 | 5, 993, 604 | 1, 524, 204 | 1, 144, 951 41, 741 | 7,078,499 | 7208,172| —4.6| —25.1 
— 635 43, 703 8, 638 7, 640 109 20, 545 843 | —20.6) —22.5 
RE Se 571, 477 304, 513 117, 502 37, 665 2, 516 109, 281 3,281 | —10.1| —16.6 
SE aE Oe: 395, 091 171, 321 75, 830 20, 094 1, 335 126, 51: 3,898 | —8&6) —24.2 
SEES 133, 858 52, 516 31, 008 13, 676 308 36, 350 1,923 | —13.7| ~—19.8 
bb idadicn anentona 219, 177 100, 160 20, 011 18, 828 531 79, 647 1,014}; -66/) —25.8 
North Carolina 
Ss 104, 586 3, 077 13, 024 6, 120 937 SG £..scc —13.0| —18.7 
) OS eee , 865 4, 483 17, 928 8, 006 1, 456 65, 992 453 | —5.8 +1.3 
Greensboro._............ 89, 567 2,901 16, 262 8, 907 1, 270 60, 227 47 —.6 —1.8 
Winston-Salem 102, 846 1, 308 14, 354 7, 471 1,010 78, 703 13,320 | —4.7 —5.4 
Dl biniedeinnob scans 799, 506 81, 024 83, 395 13, 247 1, 785 620, 055 2,802 | —12.0| 27.9 
ERE TSB SSS eae 355, 879 31, 690 87, 670 10, 509 1, 891 224, 119 191 —4.8 | —29.3 
Cincinnati............... 985, 860 222, 553 200, 454 33, 205 5, 011 524, 637 13,447 | —7.6| —22.3 
Sb ccnwieeesicde 2, 730, 058 5Al, 976 243, 377 103, 611 8, 795 | 1, 882, 299 047 | —10.1| —37.5 
ae 763, 833 88, 148 178, 929 17, 551 6, 358 472, 847 1,40} +14) —16.5 
ayton....... 485, 192 77, 830 129, 196 13, 139 2, 48 22, 479 352} —3.7| —163 
Springfield - 158, 682 6, 716 53, 990 4,179 1,317 92, 480 816 | +3.2| —14.7 
771, 004 68, 763 136, 963 15, 966 4,202 545, 710 557 | —4.3| —34.2 
Youngstown.. 352, 141 46, 101 53, 661 10, 607 3, 347 288, 425 —7.5| —313 
Oklahoma: Tulsa 204, 734 4, 168 88, 672 21, 435 3, 028 87, 431 5,148 | —3.6 —5.0 
en pa 556, 944 79, 391 159, 310 24, 981 4, 824 288, 438 1,659 | —3.9| —16.9 
vania: 
Tikes ditinciictiaterdal 181, 781 21, 460 23, 251 10, 523 5, 940 120, 607 719 | —27.3| —35.3 
 — 272, 412 37, 093 32, 186 22, 175 6, 770 174, 188 57 | —21 —23.3 
Bethlehem. -............. 197, 872 24, 076 24, 577 12, 443 5,419 131, 357 511 | —25.9; —35.0 
Rel deiischenndaiereiad oa 205, 639 28, 493 35, 774 19, 826 7, 827 113, 719 1,468 | —27.1| —33.8 
ithaeneeinecsceqnue anon 281, 196 52, 910 51, 934 25, 160 8, 033 143, 159 44; -69| —30.6 
Johnstown....... hivedaesae onnecnadsaacte 335, 335, 032 65, 524 36, 083 32, 012 7, 457 193, 956 375 | —3.8| —3R4 
Philadelphia.............]..... Bi cadikiiags 3, 932, 965 | 3,895,341 | 1, 584,777 494, 804 428, 425 74, 542 | 1,312, 703 137,624; —8.7| —14.1 
RISER “SR NG Ai: ae 2, 761, 939 | 2, 742, 608 859, 317 284, 388 198, 683 37,951 | 1, 362, 269 7 19, 331 —7.4| —27.6 
STR HRY TES BRE 361, 076 350, 351 49, 654 42, 178 15, 801 9, 415 242, 303 71,725| —5.0) —16.6 
EES Herre PBS 833, 540 830, 808 336, 166 69, 460 56, 305 11, 252 357, 625 72,732 | —21.2| —17.9 
Wilkes-Barre......._____ a RRS 1, 055, 193 | 1, 053, 767 402, 201 84, 502 71, 734 15, 896 479, 434 1, 426 —5.5 ~12.5 
Island: Providence...| City_........__. 419, 414, 013 147, 105 59, 347 19, 977 583 187, 001 5, 259 | —11.0 —6.0 
—_ Carolina: Charleston.| County.....___. 133, 971 133, 515 2, 697 10, 060 4, 309 707 115, 742 456 | -149| —2L4 
ennessee: 
Knoxville.___.. kde tdaaisie 150, 405 150, 405 3, 079 17, 946 20, 533 747 108, 100 |...........| —61 —10.7 
i a OAS ERS 271, 945 268, 010 2,172 50, 239 24, 943 3, 103 187, 553 3,935 | —16.2| —13.0 
Nashville Te wiekade 237, 059 2,015 41, 800 27, 435 2, 514 163, 295 1,412] —27) +103 
a ca Si 301, 060 15, 765 76, 386 Fee Bilsenonaann 208, 110 3,024; —53 —7.1 
BE ccwcece 79, 947 eS PEER ah 70, 424 348) -87/) —13.1 
Fort Worth 9. 286, 581 13, 632 _ RS 217, 242 371} —88) —151 
ss Se 266, 1 263, 304 22, 361 {5 RE Reeser. 177, 519 2, 820 —7.7 —19.0 
San Antonio.......____ 279, 689 4 yy Sees. 2. 3 SR RR 213, 432 4,065 | —3.3; —12.2 
Utah: Salt Lake | aT pwipildenénae 392, 384 390, 641 59, 072 102, 336 43, 505 1, 581 184, 057 91,743 -.4 —7.4 
Shere aes ESP ae 87, 285 3, 210 10, 142 4,377 879 68, 677 978 —1.3 +6.9 
i“ | SSR Se: PES 171, 263 166, 167 13, 235 13, 975 6, 782 1, 005 131, 080 5,006 | +1.6 +5.0 
—e- Bibtikscecks 23, 471 23, 471 3, 021 4, 966 960 468 | EAN —4.8|) —28.2 
gton: 
Seattle.__. aioe County........ 741, 293 734, 537 75, 554 234, 921 38, 902 8, 408 376, 752 76,756 | —2.9| —15.6 
a oetel .do 346, 859 346, 859 21, 191 97,141 17, 967 2, 646 | Fy SRE —13.3 |) —27.1 
West Vievinia: Huntington... .do.. 116, 331 115, 794 , 044 11, 743 6, 203 825 87. 537 | —7.5| —37.3 
n° 
cased cncced Ot wdukbeeie 163, 535 163, 297 42, 406 27, 099 17, 523 1, 356 74,915 238 | —11.2 —Bi 
a etek 267, 743 267, 455 37, 147 48, 907 27, 896 1,148 152, 357 288 +6.2 —2.9 
III i. nirancssrinmansalbibale Pes aecceuben 1, 551, 431 | 1, 546, 447, 758 234, 930 99, 361 9, 381 755, 030 4,971 | —13.0| —30.2 
1 esckivkeensowusen e — emer ae, 46, 114 145, 557 34, 184 30, 340 21, 419 2 58, 672 557 | —12.0 —37.8 
' Excludes cost of administration; of materials, equipment, and other ‘ Figures from the WPA, Division of Statistics; represent earnings of 
items incident to operation of work programs; and of transient care. Data persons employed — poe operated by the WPA within these areas 
for assistance s differ from those for months prior to January 1940, and cover all pay-roll = ended during month. Figures are not 
because they include obligations incurred for burials, in addition to ob!iga- available for these areas for earnings of persons employed on projects other 
tions in for money payments, assistance in kind, medical care, and than those operated by the WPA. 
italization. 5 Includes direct and work relief and aid to veterans. 
4 Includes direct and work relief and statutory aid to veterans administered ¢ Estimated. 
on basis of need. 1’ Includes estimate. 
‘Includes figures for areas in States with plans approved by the Social * Incomplete, since figures are not obtainable for 1 relief program. 
peomrity a and for areas in States not participating under the Social 
y Act. 
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General Relief Operations of Public Agencies 
in Selected Large Cities, July 1940 


Reports on general relief operations of public 
agencies were received from the 18 cities in the 
United States with populations over 400,000 in 
1930 as well as from Rochester, New York. 


Cases Aided and Amount of Relief 


In these 19 cities 549,000 cases received aid 
from general relief funds of $17.2 million in July. 
In the 18 cities for which comparable data were 
available for June and July, the number of cases 
aided increased 1 percent over June and expendi- 
tures increased 4 percent. No comparisons with 
June are available for Buffalo, because June data 
related to the city only, whereas July data relate 
to the county. 

Twelve cities reported increases in the number 
of cases receiving relief. The largest increase—13 
percent—occurred in Detroit. The largest de- 
crease—10 percent—was reported for the District 
of Columbia. In 10 cities the amount of obliga- 
tions incurred for general relief increased. These 
increases ranged from less than 1 percent in 
Newark and New York to 21 percent in Detroit. 
In Milwaukee, despite a decrease of 4 percent in 
the number of cases receiving relief, the amount of 
relief increased 11 percent. This increase re- 


sulted partly from a much larger expenditure for 
ice during July (over $12,000, as compared with 
less than $1,000 in June) and partly from the fact 
that there were two more business days in July 
than in June. 


General Relief in Addition to Other Types of 
Income 


Table 4 presents available data on the extent 
to which general relief was granted to cases in 
households in which other specified forms of in- 
come or assistance were also received. In Newark 
22 percent of the general relief cases also received 
income from regular employment. General relief 
was granted to supplement insufficient earnings 
from WPA employment in 12 percent of the cases 
in Milwaukee and Minneapolis. Thirty-four per- 
cent of the cases in Baltimore received general 


relief in addition to payments for aid to dependent 
children. 


Case Turn-Over 


Fifteen cities reported more cases opened in 
July than in June. In Boston and Chicago ap- 
proximately twice as many cases were opened in 
July. The largest decrease in openings—45 per- 
cent—was reported by the District of Columbia. 

Fewer cases were closed in July than in June 
in 13 cities, with the largest decrease—31 percent— 


Table 3.—-Number of cases receiving general relief, amount of relief, and average amount per family and one-person 
case in selected cities, July 1940 
































; Percentage change from 
Number of ele ei June 1940 in— 
City cases receiy- | Amount of 
ing relief relief! 
g Per family Per one- Number of | Amount of 
case person case cases 

Sat nikki gests nnckdetncocccecccnncceccesecesnsasauesans 467 $149, 737 () (?) —1.5 —0.5 
Boston...... 16, 801 437,917 $29. 40 $20. 63 +6.3 +16.6 
ES A aa a 480 559, 787 37.99 17. 10 (0) ® 
Ohicago......... 5 88, 047 5 2, 588, 640 (4) ( +2.5 +6.4 
Tecan nic vanwnctwasatcocoeesnunadabectinwns 7, 617 171, 318 25. 02 16. 26 +.4 -.5 
Teen de semen eneosesesbeseceehennnewn 21, 162 495, 450 29. 32 16.99 +2.6 +17.3 
CE csc eenecewnsinenamones 19, 446 653, 152 (1) ¢ 412.7 +20.5 
re es| .sean| mel mel tl oat 
Mitwankes® DM AiRninteninnnasncaestessoetshoesnesunee 19, 511 500, 32. 36 13. 45 —4.0 +113 
le eh nincnwewanncoccnacsnececceseneescsonsne 11, 370 252, 226 26. 76 16. 40 —1.6 —5.8 
iat eigaires wan cdedcacconespeseecesoceseenseune 13, 291 389, 243 (*) () +1.6 +.1 
New Orleans. 2, 563 52, 197 26. 62 16. 48 +2.0 +2.3 
Phitadelph (i a 758 518 + ee, 833 "ie on * 4n1 ny; 
heir teniidiitinennoiwnetechannncccuhiaaesete 1 34, 096 916, 891 3 (5 +7.3 
Nee a oo estenbeneseusonadwaenstns 7, 454 251, 208 38. 67 18. 18 —5.7 —8.6 
ie. lc mmmbtindscnbiwonenesesnenni anon 6, 333 110, 718 22. 66 7.74 +4.3 -.2 
RS A a a 11, 937 313, 732 41.04 17. 92 +16 —-2.2 

1 Excludes cost of administration; of materials, equipment, and other items 5 Includes cases receiving aid from special departments. 
incident to of work programs; and of special 5 programs. 6 Accepts only unemployable cases. 

Not a . 7 Includes duplications, since in some cases relief was granted more than 

3 Figures relate to entire county in which city is located. 


4 Not computed, because June figures relate to city only. 
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once during month. 
8 Increase of less than 0.1 percent. 
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Table 4.—General relief cases in households receiving other types of income or assistance in selected cities, July 1940 









































Percent of general relief cases in households receiving— 
ye ened 
City secsiving Earnings Unemploy- Aidto | Aid to 
from WPA Old-age 
relief ment t the 
earnings assistance 
a benefits “children | blind 
I aciaiciccicninheetsibsiscenduertsiajuiibeiabainiaieiiaaaiaiaaa 6, 467 0.7 0.5 0.8 1.9 33.8 0.1 
AL eG BRRRAIRE Scr OT TP sae 17, 480 10.0 8.3 1.0 3.3 15 2 
i incndiidcsicypecncundinnségittidiadahoosaalinan 88, 047 () 6 ‘1 2.9 2 (?) 
SE Adpainnditicscoroncnenbnkscbnsiaiiciocebnsearesiend 7,617 3.3 1.9 1.1 5.4 5 3 
ic cubesidisinnenesavenceneséndhidagidieveneataiiuiabes 21, 162 5.9 10.0 -5 1.0 ® 1 
th esichibioveccdecdsncncosesesdénsastoubiaceunesos 19, 446 4.6 5.9 1.0 2.8 3 3 
EE Snn0ccianccctensesnsneihiiintanemrenqumten S| eR eS 4 5.5 ok -4 
RIOT, cdsccasosicciecindcnassuliipinialnecnsnauiesan 44, 501 @ ® () 0) () 
th BRN oR 19, 511 6.0 11.6 3 2.5 3 a 
dist nanudcshoiscendssaneaeiliidmiabsinastbielnebes 11, 370 L.5 12.1 a 5.2 43 () 
i iicininiutseciotegebeornonadnduneoniabaamnnekennth 13, 291 22.0 4.1 1.5 ‘intin Leneniinéecmdidaaic menial 
Now York -<.------------20aceeecececeseeeesceceeceeceeeeseee 144, Oo » ot 6.6 7 a0 19 2 
Teaver Rs cdiipisbshinaaisitentnan di eeliateasaR ones 34, 096 t 3.9 1.0 & & & 
Td wainticnmeidininneatdninda guinea mtitniamibiniitndetnte 7, 454 14.1 7.4 12 6.4 3.0 2 
IID incaia<tssscsensnadccuipenaniaucdiedianentininess 9, 895 0) ey ® ®) ® 
Figures relate to enti ty in which city is located. 4 Accepts only unemployable cases. 
iNet available. ee — 5 Figures relate to canes open on last day of month. 
4 Less than 0.1 percent. 

in Cincinnati. Large increases in the number of Effect of WPA Employment on Case Load 
closings were reported for Detroit, Los Angeles, In nine cities openings because of loss of WPA 
New York, and San Francisco. employment exceeded closings because of assign- 


Accession and separation rates have been com- ment to the WPA. The largest proportionate net 
puted to measure the number of openings and increases were those of Boston, with an accession 
closings in terms of the average number of cases __rate of 7 and a separation rate of 2, and of Cleve- 
open during the month. Accession rates ranged land and Philadelphia, each of which had an 
from 4 in Buffalo and Rochester to 19 in Detroit; accession rate of 6 and a separation rate of 1. 
separation rates ranged from 4 in Chicago and ‘The largest proportionate net decrease occurred 
New Orleans to 24 in San Francisco. The largest in Los Angeles, with an accession rate of 3 and 
turn-over in case load was that of San Francisco, a separation rate of 7. 
with an accession rate of 17 and a separation rate More than half the openings in July in Chicago 
of 24. and Cleveland were attributed to loss of WPA 


Table 5.—Reasons for opening general relief cases in selected cities, July 1940 






































Cases opened Percent opened for specified reason 
Ony number | qereemtage “a ross of | Loss of WPA pone of} all other 
um change from unemploy- 
June 1940 employment | °™Ployment | ment benefits|  "easons 

IIIA ini sas- sais hati ciepieeiiaiciciihaesemsaiamenataianiaiiia cidade 574 +6.7 9.3 27.2 6.1 0.3 66. 4 
SSS ae nied OE REE 2, 482 +102.0 16. 6 139.8 41.8 3 18.1 
EN SS ccqnsinaianin Ginette 625 i) 3.6 48.6 6.7 1.0 43.7 
RRR selenite eennndtiaielgetionoisdsnaien x 5, 254 +97.0 5.9 8.2 72.3 2.6 16.9 
ARE ARR BESET 0 5 ‘dissin 882 +38. 5 10.8 7.5 34.2 2.2 56.1 
I 1, 854 +50.9 8.4 15.4 65. 4 1.6 17.6 
a aE St ee eee 3, 317 +29.6 18.5 13.9 29.2 2.5 54.4 
TS SE eee 137 —45.2 | Se aera enansesetongindingisiimiitciminelinant 100.0 

eS ORRRRERRISOREIE mS so sR 5, 581 +1.7 12.1 (® 20.8 ® (*) 
SAE NC RS aS a aS 1, 935 —21.9 11.0 18.8 18.4 2.1 60.7 
ERIE EES <a SS 1, 663 19.9 16.3 12.8 16.7 2.1 68.4 
Ee See ARS Sere 1, 329 +8.3 10.8 18.1 25.3 2.2 54.4 

ELA AREAS 0 SES PERT 157 +11.3 6.3 ® () () ® 
EL RIA ERS, 7, 258 +15.1 4.9 25.4 28.6 2.2 43.8 
a 6, 081 +33. 5 11.2 27.0 49.3 4.0 19.7 
TG SARS SSPE eS ASI SE 3, 404 —10.4 11.3 25. 4 46.1 6.6 21.9 
Se ae eres 337 +19.5 4.3 35.6 7.4 3.6 53.4 
ERS RRR ES SF SATE T 77 +27.3 12.7 13.1 35.0 1.8 50.1 

EE kccnéakercidcembonsdiaiih Uiiadidatadimabbbiie 1,741 +18.0 17.0 (®) 31.2 1.1 ® 

ay + on Ag a percent of average number of cases open at beginning 4 Not computed, because June data relate to city only. 
end of month. 


5 Accepts only unemployable cases. 
Includes cases opened because of insufficient earnings. * Not available. 
* Figures relate to entire county in which city is located. 
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employment. Assignment to the WPA accounted 
for 52 percent of the closings in Detroit. 


Effect of Regular Employment on Case Load 


In a majority of the cities reporting complete 
data on openings and closings, more cases were 
closed because regular employment was obtained 
than were opened because it was lost. Separation 
rates for cases closed because regular employment 
was obtained were 6 in Buffalo, 5 in Rochester, 
and 4 in Boston, Milwaukee, and Pittsburgh. In 
Boston 7 of every 100 open cases were added 
during July because of loss of regular employment. 

Obtaining regular employment resulted in 40 
percent or more of the closings in Boston, Buffalo, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and Rochester. Loss of 
regular employment, on the other hand, was given 
as the reason for 49 percent of the openings in 
Buffalo and for 40 percent in Boston. 


Effect of Unemployment Benefits and Old-Age 
Retirement and Survivors Benefits on Case 
Load 


Receipt and cessation of unemployment bene- 
fits produced minor net changes in the case loads 
of all the cities reporting such openings and 
closings. In nine cities more cases were closed 
because of receipt of benefits than were opened 
because of exhaustion of benefit rights. Seven 
percent of the openings in Pittsburgh were attrib- 
uted to cessation of unemployment benefits. In 
Rochester 8 percent of the closings resulted from 
receipt of benefit payments. 

According to reports, closings because of receipt 
of old-age retirement and survivors benefits 
amounted to 2 percent of total closings in Newark 
and to less than 1 percent in nine other cities. 
In nine cities, however, no cases were reported 
closed for this reason. 


Table 6.—Reasons for closing general relief cases in selected cities, July 1940 















































Cases closed Percent closed for specified reason 
Receipt of 
Separation Transfer to 
City Percentage| rate! Increased | Transfer — x w special All ott 
Number jchange from em: earnings to the | dead and types of 
June 1940 oO or income| WPA here a. public reasons 
benefits assistance 
Baltimore__..............-- 580 —12.8 9.4 16.9 0.5 20. 5 | ee eee Ree 7.1 52.9 
| 1, 281 —13.7 8.6 45.3 (2) 326.3 Cf | RES 8.4 ) 
Buffalo ¢...............-..- 2, 402 ) 14.0 4.8 13.9 17.5 4.7 (*) 19 17.2 
GE aS RR RE 3, 521 —5.3 40 37.4 9.8 15.7 4.3 (*) 4.6 2.2 
Cincinnati ¢..........._._.. 785 —31.1 9.6 22. 2 5.4 23.6 aul? Bbediehbadduiaeas 5.2 4.7 
Oleveland._............... 1, 199 —29.8 5.4 33. 6 5.8 25. 2 1.8 0.1 2.3 31.2 
SE ATE 2, 718 +18.3 15.1 14.9 3.7 52.0 5.3 a 4.8 19.2 
District of Columbia ’___._- 271 —14.5 12.9 Risaicbieimiiniare 24.7 | 2 ee | SOE Remo 16.2 49.5 
Los Angeles 4__....._._.-... 9, 052 +54.0 19.6 13.1 1.5 3 36.8 1.3 om 1.5 45.7 
wn Sip aeemeamnee too| 9 ha 19.3 16 59 218 Lo "s i4 m8 
eat eiscstabersinsmchenselipel > . : 13. 5. 21.5 See ee 14 
es cwinamewal 1, 228 —8.2 9.9 28.4 2.1 9.0 2.5 1.6 2.4 54.0 
New Orleans__._......._..- 4 —6.9 3.8 43 8.5 30.9 |. a a ee 10.6 45.7 
> a 8, 626 +37.3 5.9 24.2 10. 2 42.5 4.4 aa 4.7 13.9 
Philadelphia. -___........... 4, 067 —27.8 7.5 40.1 9.5 7.1 5.9 (*) 16.1 21.3 
Pittsburgh ¢................ 2, 902 —25. 6 9.2 45.4 12.5 7.2 6.2 (5) 12.1 16.6 
Rochester................-- 819 —5.2 10.4 43.5 12.2 22.2 7.7 |. aabiet 2.9 11.5 
8 SE SEA 548 —24.1 9.0 14.4 2.2 37.4 B ) PER: 23.0 22.1 
San Francisco.............. 2, 478 +318 24.1 9.6 1.7 $19.7 Xf I eeeN 2.2 65.8 
1 Cases closed as a percent of average number of cases open at beginning 4 Figures relate to entire county in which city is located, 


and end of month. 
3 Not available. 
3 Includes cases transferred to the NYA and CCC, 


76 


§ Not computed, because June data relate to city only. 
6 Less than 0.1 percent. 
7 Accepts only unemployable cases. 
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OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS 
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BUREAU OF OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE + ANALYSIS DIVISION 


OPERATIONS UNDER THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT 


Wage Records 


The Social Security Board is fostering a program 
to inform employees that, by writing to the Board, 
they can obtain statements of their wage credits 
under the old-age and survivors insurance pro- 
gram. The improved method by which postings 
are made to each individual employee’s account 
makes available more complete and current data 
for answering queries. A new form of employee 
wage statement recently developed will be sent 
once at any time during the year in response to 
requests from covered workers. This statement 
is prepared by machine and indicates total wages 
since the beginning of the program on January 1, 
1937, total wages for the last calendar year, and 
the wages which have been reported and com- 


pletely processed for the quarters since the close of 
the last calendar year. The publicity program is 
expected to create greater interest among wage 
earners in the current status and accuracy of their 
wage accounts. 


Characteristics of Beneficiaries With Monthly 
Benefits Allowed, January-June 1940 


Tables 1-5 present data on age, race, and sex of 
the various types of beneficiaries under the old-age 
and survivors insurance program who were allowed 
monthly benefits during the first 6 months of 1940. 
The distribution of these beneficiaries by State of 
residence was given on page 63 of the August 
Bulletin. Further analyses of these claims will 
appear in a subsequent issue. 








Table 1.—Claims for primary monthly benefits: Number allowed and monthly amount payable, by age, race, and 
sex of beneficiary, January-June 1940 
[Data corrected to Aug. 26, 1940] 























Total White Negro and other races 
Age ® (years) Male Female Male Female 
Number | Amount 
| Number | Amount | Number | Amount | Number | Amount | Number | Amount 

Total 62, 166 | $1, 390, 276 52, 667 | $1, 221, 656 7,063 | $127,139 2, 222 $38, 527 214 $2, 954 
65... 7, 734 173, 531 6, 434 150, 349 1, 038 18, 676 229 4, 024 33 482 
66... 22, 351 485, 053 18, 606 421, 876 695 47, 427 877 14, 657 83 1, 093 
67... 17, 659 379, 362 14, 841 331, 886 2, 118 36, 146 635 10, 478 65 852 
68... 6, 544 151, 123 5, 587 133, 066 12, 438 290 5, 290 22 329 
Ae 1, 139 29, 834 999 26, 719 102 2, 265 38 850 0 0 
| ET ES See 1, 221 31, 940 1, 067 28, 594 108 2, 363 45 967 1 16 
ss 1, 045 26, 812 936 24, 447 86 1, 875 20 437 3 53 
«ee 855 060 783 20, 481 58 1, 276 14 303 0 0 
+ SR a aS ae ae 703 17, 676 638 16, 310 50 1, 052 13 279 2 35 
a 639 16, 249 575 14, 834 45 1, 003 19 412 0 0 
76... 528 13, 236 483 12, 332 31 652 13 231 1 21 
OS 445 11, 237 414 10, 508 25 599 5 109 1 21 
ing 313 7, 883 292 7, 415 16 362 5 106 0 0 
hd scion ciatigniaupe wba ioataiatid 269 6, 680 2 6, 277 14 310 5 93 0 0 
70... 229 5, 514 216 5, 251 y 178 3 69 1 16 
80... 158 3, 957 151 3, 811 6 125 0 0 1 21 
io 109 2, 665 95 2, 351 9 198 5 116 0 0 
82 89 2, 215 4 2, 110 3 7 1 16 1 15 
= 51 1, 184 48 1,119 3 65 0 0 0 0 
HM... 37 860 33 778 1 23 3 59 0 0 
a 20 520 19 488 1 32 0 0 0 0 
86... 10 245 9 226 0 0 1 19 0 0 
i ticinnccbieadmntes 10 260 10 260 0 0 0 0 0 0 
8... 3 72 3 72 0 0 0 0 0 0 
80... 2 49 2 4y 0 0 0 0 0 0 
90... 1 12 0 | 0 0 0 1 12 0 0 
91... 0 0 0 | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
NRE ATER 0 0 0 | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
93_. 2 47 | 2) 47 0 0 0 0 0 0 





























! Represents all claims allowed during 6 months and monthly amount 
payable without adjustments required by sec. 203 (subsecs. d, e, g, and h) 
and sec. 907 of the Social Security Act Amendments of 1939. 


+ Represents age on birthday in 1940. 
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Table 2.—Claims for wife’s and for widow’s monthly benefits: Number allowed and monthly amount payable,! by 
age and race of beneficiary, January-June 1940 


[Data corrected to Aug. 26, 1940] 









































































































































Wife’s Widow’s 
Age ? (years) Total White pare ses che Total White Negro and other 
Number | Amount | Number | Amount | Number | Amount | Number | Amount | Number | Amount | Number Amount 

NES Sa Se 12, 834 | $154, 956 12, 592 | $152,770 242 $2, 186 1,053 | $21,806 1,026 | $21, 367 7 $439 
65. 1, 180 14, 050 1, 158 13, 854 22 196 97 2, 059 93 1, 996 4 63 
66. 2, 820 33, 764 2, 755 33, 174 65 590 243 4, 903 240 4, 864 3 30 
67 - 2, 326 27, 903 2, 287 39 349 180 3, 618 177 3, 571 3 47 
68. 1, 740 20, 782 1, 704 20, 474 36 308 155 3, 208 153 3,174 2 4 
69. 1, 183 14, 454 1, 167 14, 298 16 156 95 2, 083 91 2, 021 4 62 
70. 922 11, 322 910 11, 210 12 112 71 1, 460 69 1, 424 2 36 
71 me 724 8, 978 714 8, 883 10 95 51 1,075 47 1,005 4 2 
(aa a 503 6, 104 490 5, 986 13 118 53 1,071 50 1,017 3 & 
73. 377 4, 647 371 4, 604 6 43 32 667 32 667 0 0 
74 294 3, 633 289 3, 589 5 44 21 486 20 470 1 16 
75. 260 3, 264 250 3, 158 10 106 16 348 16 348 0 0 
76. 148 1, 790 146 1,777 2 13 13 262 13 262 0 0 
7. 100 1, 186 99 1,174 1 12 8 165 8 165 0 0 
78. 80 974 79 969 1 5 7 152 7 152 0 0 
79 wise 52 633 51 621 1 12 3 61 3 61 0 0 
80 47 561 46 555 1 6 3 79 2 61 1 18 
is cnet thicegeensocnntaiiacen 24 281 2 271 1 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 
82. 2B 255 22 244 1 ll 2 57 2 57 0 0 
83. 10 120 10 120 0 0 1 16 1 16 0 0 
84. 9 105 9 105 0 0 1 17 1 17 0 0 
85. 1 15 1 . & 0 0 1 19 1 19 0 0 
86. 7 s4 7 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
87. 1 13 1 13 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
88 1 12 1 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
89 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
90. i 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
91 a: 2 26 2 26 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

1 gene all claims allowed during 6 months and monthly amount 3 Represents age on birthday in 1940. 

payable without adjustments required by sec. 203 (subsecs. d, e, g, and h) 
and sec. 907 of the Social Security Act Amendments of 1939. 


Table 3.—Claims for child’s monthly benefits: Number allowed and monthly amount payable,' by age, race, and 
sex of beneficiary, January-June 1940 


[Data corrected to Aug. 26, 1940] 





















































Total White Negro and other races 
Age ? (years) Male Female Male Female 
Number Amount 
Number Amount Number Amount Number Amount Number Amount 
23, 386 $287, 473 11, 036 $138, 665 10, 594 $133, 068 GOR $8, 274 848 $7, 466 
199 2, 358 v4 1,151 84 1,005 12 114 9 88 
735 8, 569 348 4,217 304 3, 672 49 421 34 250 
804 9, 498 390 4, 702 336 4,112 33 266 45 418 
9, 907 378 4,619 361 4, 440 60 519 39 329 
892 10, 560 428 5, 317 365 4, 396 51 462 48 385 
932 11,115 441 5, 485 396 4, 48 398 47 366 
908 10, 747 399 4, 884 409 5, 005 52 466 48 392 
987 11, 917 469 5, 857 423 5. 205 49 470 46 385 
1,149 13, 901 526 6, 485 504 6, 376 64 579 55 461 
1, 152 13, 926 545 6, 856 517 6, 290 52 429 38 351 
1, 298 15, 956 623 7, 795 563 7, 139 45 433 67 589 
1, 383 17, 140 666 8,479 620 7,774 50 454 47 433 
1, 559 19, 281 748 9, 538 706 8, 786 60 550 45 407 
1,726 21, 396 738 9, 185 865 11,101 53 499 70 61} 
1, 793 22, 148 838 10, 485 847 10, 672 49 436 59 555 
2,022 25, 126 976 12, 193 919 11, 734 66 639 61 560 
2, 069 26, 338 969 12, 500 1,011 13, 000 52 474 37 364 
1, 840 23, 372 917 11, 752 10, 857 41 436 34 327 
1, 100 14, 218 543 7, 165 516 22 229 19 186 
claims allowed during 6 months and monthly amo 1 Represents age on birthday in 1940, which accounts for benefits for children 


By 
l 


unt 
adjustments required by sec. 203 (subsecs. d, e, g, and h) 18 years of age. 
sec. 907 of the Social Security Act Amendments of 1939. ‘ 
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Employee Accounts Established in Baltimore 


The 501,091 accounts established during July 
constitute the largest monthly accretion so far 
this year and represent an increase of 15.7 percent 
over June. 

Beginning with this issue, neither the net cumu- 
lative nor the net monthly number of accounts 
established will be published. The only data here- 
after to be published are the number of accounts 
established during the month. The great major- 
ity of these accounts represent persons obtaining 
an account number for the first time. Where it 
is later found that an account number had pre- 
viously been assigned to a wage earner, one of the 
account numbers is canceled. Such cancelations 
are not deducted from the data given in table 6. 
The data do exclude, however, account numbers 
which were spoiled in the field offices and were 
therefore not used. 


Claims for Benefits Under the Amended Act 


Almost 218,400 claims for old-age and survivors 
insurance benefits under the 1939 amendments had 
been received in Washington by the end of July 
1940 (table 7). Of these claims 79 percent had 
been allowed, 16 percent were in process of investi- 
gation, and 5 percent had been withdrawn or dis- 
allowed. 

The number of claims received increased 28 per- 
cent from 31,753 in June to 40,785 in July. Claims 
for all types of insurance benefits, particularly for 
primary, wife’s, and widow’s benefits, contributed 
to the increase. An important factor in the con- 
tinued rise is the increasing number of wage earn- 
ers who attained age 65 prior to 1937 and who will 
become eligible for benefits on completion of the 
required quarters of coverage. Of the 34,350 
claims allowed during July, 31,322 or over 91 per- 
cent were for immediate payment, 1,664 were for 


Table 4.—Claims for parent’s monthly benefits: Number allowed and monthly amount payable,' by age, race, and 
sex of beneficiary, January-June 1940 


[Data corrected to Aug. 26, 1940] 


















































Total White Negro and other races 
Age ? (years) Male Female Male Female 
Number Amount 
Number Amount Number | Amount Number | Amount Number | Amount 

i caiicissiemmnmaunibinininn 223 $2, 900 31 $378 170 $2, 305 8 $78 14 $139 
ee a 9 103 2 20 7 83 0 0 0 0 
ea 16 206 2 22 14 184 0 0 0 0 
RN ioe a eeiisgnisiepteianidntibetentenes 17 219 3 35 14 184 0 0 0 0 
CE 13 171 3 38 10 133 0 0 0 0 
la taalealiniiahecelgiennaiantnindeineniatiagtics 17 220 1 14 14 185 0 0 2 21 
i iasiakis wipeasciepintantirenitinianenticendl 20 260 7 91 10 140 2 18 1 ll 
| SER ee 14 183 2 20 10 143 0 0 2 20 
ae 18 217 2 27 10 137 3 30 3 23 
EEE ll 140 1 16 9 114 1 10 0 0 
TS arr esate ll 150 1 12 8 118 0 0 2 20 
ee ae cae ll 141 1 10 9 121 1 10 0 0 
| RE ~ OS 1 12 7 86 0 0 0 0 
RA aT 9 120 0 0 8 110 0 0 1 10 
ea 12 166 1 12 ll 154 0 0 0 0 
| rae 3 38 1 16 2 22 0 0 0 0 
a era aaa aa 7 86 0 0 5 64 0 0 2 22 
Ge SaaS 3 46 0 0 3 46 0 0 0 0 
a edueies 6 79 2 20 4 59 0 0 0 0 
SE Oe ae 4 61 0 0 4 61 0 0 0 0 
a lia 5 7 0 0 4 68 1 10 0 0 
EE Re 3 45 0 0 2 33 0 0 1 12 
Alicia kniciahininhstemapenentsinintiaidee 2 24 1 13 1 ll 0 0 0 0 
ER 1 15 0 0 1 15 0 0 0 0 
ae 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
| ee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
| ERE Re RRS 1 13 0 0 1 13 0 0 0 0 
I lain ict shleaetentiadalitcib 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
| SR RR 1 10 0 0 1 10 0 0 0 0 
a, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ES a re eae 1 ll 0 0 1 ll 0 0 0 0 

1 Re ts all claims allowed during 6 months and monthly amount 2 Represents age on birthday in 1940. 

pa without adjustments required by sec. 203 (subsecs. d, e, g, and h) 


sec. 907 of the Social Security Act Amendments of 1939. 
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deferred payment, and 1,364 were for conditional 
payment. 

Beginning with this issue, the data on lump-sum 
death payments under the 1935 act are discon- 
tinued, inasmuch as they represent a small and 
decreasing part of the old-age and survivors insur- 


Table 5.—Claims for widow’s current monthly benefits: 
Number allowed and monthly amount payable,' by 
age and race of beneficiary, January-June 1940 

[Data corrected to Aug. 26, 1940] 

















Total Whi Negro and other 
Age! ” Faces 
(years) 

Number | Amount | Number | Amount | Number | Amount 
8,942 | $179, 119 8, 424 | $171, 891 518 $7, 228 
2 32 1 16 1 16 
7 109 7 109 0 0 
29 433 24 374 5 59 
42 668 Bo 554 s 114 
53 867 48 793 5 74 
71 1, 239 65 1, 161 6 78 
103 1, 797 93 1, 647 10 150 
134 2, 326 119 2, 134 15 192 
148 2, 555 126 2, 274 22 281 
158 2, 749 128 2, 346 30 403 
178 3, 249 159 2, 975 19. 274 
202 3, 626 179 3, 381 2B 245 
182 3, 449 163 3, 197 19 252 
213 3, 916 192 3, 621 21 295 
215 4, 074 198 3, 880 17 194 
227 4,429 214 4,277 13 152 
223 4, 474 205 4,215 18 259 
276 5, 612 259 5, 370 17 242 
kinscsesateaciiecea 238 5, 798 271 5, 579 17 219 
Saal 204 5, 675 273 5, 406 21 269 
SRE 261 5, 372 245 5, 121 16 251 
eae 286 5, 854 267 5, 552 19 302 
| EE, 302 6, 207 279 5, 861 ZB 346 
| SSE 324 6, 531 305 6, 222 19 309 
— ES 310 6, 425 301 6, 281 9 144 
| eae 336 6, 987 326 6, 824 10 163 
EEE 331 7, 098 316 6, 876 15 222 
ibiiciinsscnenani 351 7,479 7, 21 15 218 
326 6, 804 316 6, 664 10 140 
322 6, 815 316 6, 737 6 78 
322 6, 693 304 6, 418 18 275 
318 6, 823 312 6, 720 6 103 
307 6, 457 297 6, 327 10 130 
286 5, 925 278 5, 822 8 103 
230 4,817 223 4,730 7 87 
238 4, 939 230 4, 830 8 109 
202 4,090 198 4, 032 4 58 
196 4, 002 185 3, 825 ll 177 
171 3, 326 164 3, 216 7 110 
130 2, 568 126 2, 530 4 38 
112 2, 181 109 2, 127 3 54 
89 1, 805 8S 1, 786 1 19 
57 1, 133 57 1, 133 0 0 
34 627 34 627 0 0 
29 578 29 578 0 0 
5 92 5 92 0 0 
ll 229 ll 229 0 0 
2 41 2 41 0 0 
a 144 7 120 2 24 


























1 Re ts all claims allowed during 6 months and monthly amount 
payable without adjustments required by sec. 203 (subsecs. d, ¢, g, and h) 
and sec. 907 of the Social Security Act Amendments of 1939. 

1 Represents age on birthday in 1940. 


ance program. Such payments relate only to 
wage earners who died prior to January 1, 1940, 


Table 6.—Employee accounts established in Baltimore, 
by States in which account numbers were issued, 
July 1940! 

















Social Security Board regio Sta Number of 
y region and State nts 3 
BOIS ns noinsnstnovsacstecsosiedacccbscovesiasceconsion 501, 091 
me I: , 
ihn cians dichartnt Sains aa calede Keel alain aka ia 
ett rebbbioccrnecnnsecibeecsnevecosehabisasceesvadiail io 
(sSNA SE 17, 737 
EES BT TRE * 2,473 
thine sis- 6d cin scudiiniceh-aousuniscenian since 3, 268 
LES RREREDESES RREROCEE NRT EL ORE TE 5: 1, 466 
Region II: 
EE BU cigduisatbsadpincnncs<cbgabbu talks capella wieauciait 61, 986 
Region III: 

i itihevinchiattinasdundkidbakkukdadtacdosicceeiee™ 
Th shbhccabensimigssenndenieetnnunsaneniiasmaciaaial 4 
Ds tccacenticbibikdas hanes sdnvadess beianticaiodition 33, 376 

Region IV: 
RR ciabdescnnvekcainavacinbinnuddsenes amma 3,477 
EE ticininidticscnterks vib panandahnbasineiiotiihngensniaaee 6, 693 
North Carolina. ..................... n 12, 190 
ss“ RAR ENERO eT eS 11, 089 
PE I avn bdcns dain detas nancm meskebinbebsecibnhes 6, 107 
Region V: 
IN inc vciuninhetntithisdhascieecebbchihGicdedakesskmeene 7, 624 
i isksbicpaihnicksdidsidnadiadatiiin an deiabnneniniebucGatiieaasseee 23, 279 
RE See aaa ea : 23, 002 
Region VI 

Rp ciseAS Eka nn nmncinicbonenauqaitiitinwkenntindainaane 34, 882 
hae ik sis inmerspanubinnieias-wnsinbentias slecualccacekaaae 11, 53 
Wisconsin snag 10, 767 

Region VII 
Reh cutnieininaiirisin'cid-as cisterns win antrilitnalbiscs Sinanibeateaiaatalae 10, 419 
SR 8, 136 
RE 10, 887 
Aiba ce ncntt $c0~5saayetwecheanninkininiesa viable 6, 162 
I sti 8fito ones cnciécwuan wapee Kae Scubiaamabenl 5, 671 
iiiikdigncie onan censaosinoneniainuuieiancn cine 10, 312 
Region VIII: 
iin cisco ecwe cull 7, 860 
Nis igt6dnknediedécsanaviticenasdsbenecmensioade 9, 626 
Nebraska.......... : 8, 947 
North Dakota. .... niaickacpiidliesipmthisksi'si maniacal Sete aonte aitaidictadenin aaa 1, 462 
SG co ieibnediadvessvicsssinbiadaacibadediabena 1, 432 
Region IX: 
ST ith this Suddinin tain criss aoikuisas ste’ ciel ineanislidi aan 4 Cecaienaine 7,233 
ss SF until 5, 089 
Missouri... ....... Sqoviecnscnnesibeetadadsaan 12, 576 
I a 5, 684 
ion X: 
Ee eye 8, 780 
New Mexico........... \ a ee 1, 683 
ee caamieall 22, 260 
Region XI: 
aes Slatted adcsnnaitmeanaacciaad 1,936 
IIa: wecshica iarhds ovidaceimennciapiioshabideceapeniiebienacs aka 4, 161 
ice skdiks hana sia saccdlomeshomeenbeeiaiunaebeeiadammeeamas 2,041 
Montana sik 2,019 
RI eS ea MI a per 2, 352 
hat Oe ‘inlet 4 
Region : 
California......... i cdewnead imicinenitbkeseeeahahaan 29, 249 
hl EAT 625 
EE Se as See 2, 661 
Washington. ..... 6, 992 
Territories: 
0 eae sidtitntncipdiintiidiondinnaumbbeal 429 
Ss ccatinaiadediccucutisintcnmininieeeas chéescmsibean 2, 538 








1 The total of accounts established should not be taken as a measureof the 
number of persons newly engaged in employment covered by title II, since 
account numbers are issued to some persons who are not in such employment. 

3 Represents account numbers issued during month minus those not 
because of spoilage in field offices. 
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Table 7.—Claims for benefits under the 1939 amendments: Number and disposition of claims received in 
Washington, cumulative through July 1940 and for July 1940 























Cumulative through July July In process 
Type of benefit claim as of July 
Received | Allowed | Withdrawn| Disallowed| Received | Allowed | Withdrawn| Disallowed| % 1940 
lc accsencentini senpionsiocalale 218,301 | 171, 549 4, 240 6, 860 40, 785 34, 350 690 1,443 35, 742 
a ae 97, 902 77, 182 3, 083 2, 702 16, 456 14, 167 440 400 14, 985 
SEI. 5. .ccstsiaiscenseghnetnoniainile 22, 377 17, 600 360 327 5, 216 4, 365 75 64 4,090 
ss sccatinarimeong vaetbesanehieeee 37, 982 29, 614 647 1, 169 6, 875 5, 651 04 339 6, 652 
ee casscak OLN RERROES Gr os 14 000 11° 530 at 45 2,04 2,302 2 110 2, 100 
IES criichinanncerenecdabetaee 4 

(a a MRR er 890 329 12 34 165 95 5 10 515 
| ___—R RARRE RO 42, 917 83, 719 ’ 158 2, 202 8, 785 7, 346 48 501 6, 838 























OPERATIONS UNDER THE RAILROAD RETIREMENT ACT* 





Payments Certified to the Treasury 


Total benefit payments certified to the Treasury 
for payment in July 1940 amounted to $9.8 million. 
This amount was somewhat smaller than in June 
1940 but was 7.9 percent greater than in July a 
year ago and 3.3 percent greater than the monthly 
average of the fiscal year just past. Total pay- 
ments authorized by the Board since the beginning 
of the railroad retirement system for all classes of 
benefits have amounted to $318.1 million. 

The decrease from June to July was primarily 
due to a decrease in new certifications for em- 
ployee annuities and therefore in retroactive pay- 
ments. Despite this decline, total payments for 
employee annuities continued to increase gradually 
"© Prepared by the Bureau of Research and Information Service, Railroad 


Retirement Board, in collaboration with the Bureau of Research and Sta- 
tistics, Social Security Board. 


because of the growing number of annuities in 
force. Employee annuity payments were $7.5 
million in July, compared with $6.6 million in 
July a year ago and with the monthly average of 
$7.0 million for the fiscal year 1939-40. There was 
the usual decrease in pension payments and a 
rather large decline in lump-sum death benefits. 


Changes in Annuities and Pensions in Force 


The number of employee annuities in force on 
July 31 was 1,219 greater than on June 30, as a 
result of 1,802 new certifications, 578 terminations 
by death, and certain minor adjustments. The 
average monthly increase for the fiscal year 1939-40 
was 1,324. The monthly net addition to the 
total number of employee annuities in force has 
been decreasing during the past year and a half 
because, while the number of new certifications 


Table 1.—Railroad retirement: Benefit payments certified to the Secretary of the Treasury, by class of payment for 
specified periods, 1936-40 ! 
































Pensions to Lamp-sum 
Total pay- Employee Survivor Death-benefit 
Period and administrative action former carrier death 
ments annuit pensioners annuities annuities benefits 
Net benefit payments: 
Cumulative through July 1940. _...................... 4 $318, 144, 423 $218, 772, 720 $91, 591, 140 $2, 207, 857 $1, 916, 917 $3, 655, 786 
Fiscal year: 
0 Re ees eee 4, 514, 617 STE fb cccitncanaianne SW). Ain 
 icécecencesctdconenduncekbneedaianidiedinl 82, 654, 660 46, 932, 740 34, 701, 617 388, 519 599, 674 32, 108 
PE inivéaecnercsnensenbonnesanéngitiinaudenees 107, 131, 438 75, 416, 818 28, 887, 973 786, 717 716, 477 1, 323, 450 
CR ee 114, 025, 141 84, 531, 25, 976, 230 912, 693 494, 110, 360 
SDL 1c ditinbnedabetasececcenssosnebiilinabonndiin 9, 869, 509 7, 470, 490 2, 049, 400 83, 811 36, 229, 504 
I i icnicnccniscntntinbineiabiusinpet 9, 119, 160 6, 953, 664 2, 061, 717 77, 595 SRR Danis nncnnihinaniininds 
Retroactive TD cicrtcranatisiiabeutinnnamsiniiiel 585, 854 562, 538 6, 608 6, 498 TN Becicciccccnbaniiiies 
Lump-sum th benefit payments............... 4 Se ae no<ssincdnnsdieiniiiiiieddakamiannie 229, 721 
Cancelations and repayments............... veiviion 65, 226 45, 711 18, 925 282 90 216 
i elit ete tmihaninkaadnanncugnheneinsmaielbies 9, 818, 565 7, 482, 908 2, 025, 318 83, 175 37, 296 189, 866 
EE dc nccnccncessasntsubbahapeustes 9, 181, 593 7, 034, 920 2, 042, 846 78, 439 5 gd SES 
DRG RINNE «.. okcccacdecmeeccnscsucesce 504, 799 486, 844 923 4,916 pS RR 
Lump-sum death benefit payments..............- IEE, FEO FecannccncesencenbeducdcsusntequelasesnewenseiiiliieuiinGaniad 190, 710 
Cancelations and repayments. ...................-. 58, 538 38, 856 18, 450 181 206 844 
F ‘ For definitions of classes of payments, see the Bulletin, July 1939, p. 7. shown on p. 92, table 4. This results almost entirely from payments for 
yap J are omitted in all figures. Data relate to months ended on 20th calen- annuities and pensions in force at end of month which are certified to the 


y. 
‘Total benefit payments certified to the oy of the Treasury are 
$9.1 million more than total benefit payments issued by disbursing officer as 
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Secretary of the Treasury during month and for which checks are not drawn 
by disbursing officer until first of following month. 
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has shown little change, the number of deaths 
among the growing number of annuitants has been 
increasing. 

The number of survivor annuities in force was 29 
greater at the end of July than at the end of June. 
Death-benefit annuities in force decreased by 18, 
and the number of pensions in force, by 337. 


Average Payments 


Payments of employee annuities initially cer- 
tified in July averaged $63.82. It is estimated 
that this average will be raised about $2 when all 
employee annuities subject to recertification are 
recertified on a final basis. About 25 percent of 
the annuities initially certified by the Board are 
subject to recertification, because complete evi- 
dence as to service, earnings, and other information 
relating to the amount payable is not on hand at 
the time of initial certification. 

For all employee annuities in force at the end of 
July, including those subject to recertification, the 
average monthly payment was $65.56. The 


average monthly pension was $58.69. For syr. 
vivor annuities the average monthly payment 
amounted to $33.10, and for death-benefit annyi- 
ties, $35.91. 

During July 985 lump-sum death benefits were 
certified. The average payment of $193.14 slightly 
exceeded the average for the preceding month, 
which was nearly $20 larger than the average for 
May. Lump-sum death benefits under the re. 
tirement act are equal to 4 percent of an employee's 
credited compensation since December 31, 1936, 
minus any employee and survivor annuity pay- 
ments that may have been made. The average 
lump-sum death benefit, therefore, increases with 
the accumulation of service months since Decem- 
ber 31, 1936. Although 29,379 lump-sum death 
benefits had been certified through June 30, 1940, 
ouly 106 of these were certified with respect to the 
death of employee annuitants. In these 106 
cases, 4 per-ent of compensation after December 
31, 1936, averaged $187.60, annuity payments 
prior to death averaged $48.91, and the remaining 
lump-sum death payments, $138.69. 


Table 2.—Railroad retirement: Number of annuities and pensions in force and monthly amount payable at end of 
June and July 1940, and number of certifications and terminations during and cumulative through July 1940! 














Pensions to former Death-benefit 
Total Employee annuities ? carrier pensioners Survivor annuities annuities 3 
Period and administrative action 
Number| Amount | Number} Amount | Number| Amount | Number} Amount | Number| Amount 
In force as of June 30, 1940__............--. 144, 290 | $9,119,160 | 106,078 | $6, 953, 664 35, 146 | $2,061,717 2, 341 $77, 595 725 $26, 182 
July 1940: 4 
eureiiontions................... 1,915 118, 682 1, 802 114, 996 —1 —44 36 1,044 78 2, 686 
Terminations by death..............- 1,016 60, 430 578 38, 051 335 18, 683 7 218 96 3, 476 
Net adjustments. ...................- —6 < 181 —5 4,311 -1 —144 0 19 0 5 
Cumulative through July 1940: ¢ 
Initial certifications _................- 181, 530 | 10, 800, 158 125, 857 | 7,739,723 48,499 | 2,807,937 2, 489 81,734 4, 685 170, 763 
Terminations by death.._...........- 35,933 | 2,083, 302 18,179 | 1, 169, 428 13, 664 764, 228 114 3, 677 3, 976 145, 967 
Net adjustments... .................- —414 464, 738 —381 464, 625 —2% —862 —5 383 -2 591 
In force as of July 31, 1940...............-. 145, 183 | 9, 181, 593 | § 107, 297 | § 7,034, 920 34,809 | 2,042,846 2, 370 78, 439 707 25, 387 
































1 ans (cents omitted) based on month ended on 20th calendar day in 

annuity or pension was first certified or terminated upon notice of 

om or in which other administrative action was taken by the Board ~~ 
than on month in which annuity or pension began to accrue, beneficiary died 

ve action waseffective. In-force data as of end of month reflect 

sdministrative ‘ection through the 20th. Correction for a claim certified or 

terminated in error or for an incorrect amount is made in figures for month 

in which error was discovered and not in figures for month in which error 

was made. To this entunt, figures shown here may differ slightly from actual 

administrative act 


2 For definitions of types and bases of certification of employee annuities, 
see the Bulletin, July 1939, pp. 15-19. 

3 In a few cases cases payments are made to more than 1 survivor on account of 
death of 1 individual. Such payments are here counted as single items 


Terminations include those by death and by ex 
for which death-benefit annuities are payable. 
are of latter t 

‘ Certifications are added, terminations by death are subtracted, and net 
adjustments are added or subtracted as indicated. Net adjustments are 
obtained by adding reinstatements of suspended payments and subtracting 
terminations for reasons other than death (suspensions, returns to service, 
and commuted lump-sum permeate. Recertifications ordinarily result in 
oe to meant » payable but do not affect number of cases certified. 

For this reason, net amount of adjustment bears no relation to net number of 

cases reported as adjusted. 

s “Tinelotes temporary annuities to former carrier ers not yet recer- 
tified Sara, annuities, numbering 7 with aggregate payments of $240 
per mon’ 


iration of 12-month a 
ically all terminations 
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DATA 


BUREAU OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS 


SOCIAL INSURANCE PAYMENTS UNDER SELECTED PROGRAMS 


Social insurance payments under four selected 
reached a new high in July 1940 with 

total disbursements to beneficiaries of almost $70 
nillion (table 1 and chart I). The aggregate pay- 
ments represented an increase of $1.5 million over 
the highest previous total in May and of $2.4 
million over June. The largest increase from the 
June figures was $2.1 million in State unemploy- 
ment compensation benefits totaling $55.8 million; 
the largest relative increase was 20 percent in 
monthly benefits under the old-age and survivors 
insurance program. Lump-sum death payments 
under the Social Security Act showed a small net 
increase; all but 7 percent were payments under 
the 1939 amendments with respect to deaths in 
1940 of fully or currently insured workers who left 
no survivors entitled to monthly benefits for the 
month in which the workers died. Payments of 


$9.8 million under the Railroad Retirement Act 
represented a decline of 0.5 percent from June. 
However, the continuing obligations of the system 
(p. 81, table 1) increased by 0.7 percent. Pay- 
ments under the Railroad Unemployment In- 
surance Act declined, largely for administrative 
reasons connected with the beginning of new bene- 
fit years based on 1939 wages. 

The increase in unemployment compensation 
payments under State unemployment compensa- 
tion laws was partly attributable to the greater 
number of working days in July than in June. 
Both the average daily and average weekly benefit 
payments were less in July. Benefits declined 
$600,000 in six of the nine States with a uniform 
benefit year beginning in April; however, this 
decline was more than offset by an increase of $1.1 
million in the other three States. Only one State, 


Chart I.—Social insurance payments under selected programs, January 1938-July 1940 
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Utah, had a uniform benefit year beginning in July; 
Michigan, which began benefit payments in July 
1938, showed a large increase in benefit payments 
resulting from the beginning of the third individual 
benefit year for claimants whose first benefit year 
began during the first quarter of the law’s benefit 
operations. 

Payments in July under the Railroad Unem- 
ployment Insurance Act continued to decline be- 
cause of increasing employment in the railroad 
industry. These payments represent a combina- 
tion of two factors: (1) a continuing decline in 
benefits because of the cumulative exhaustion of 
benefit credits based on 1938 wages for claimants 


whose benefit years began between July 1, 1939, 
and June 30, 1940; and (2) the beginning of benefits 
based on 1939 wages for claimants whose first 
benefit year ended between June 30 and July 15, 
1940, or who had no benefit year based on 1938 
wages. Some of these claimants had served their 
waiting period for the new benefit year within the 
6 months preceding July; for others July unem- 
ployment was certified for waiting-period credit. 
The benefits paid in July are in all probability an 
understatement even of the compensable unem- 
ployment in that month because of the delays in 
processing of claims which result from the transi- 
tion from one base period to another. Under the 


Table 1.—Social insurance payments under selected programs, calendar years 1936-39, and by months, 












































January 1939-July 1940 ' 
[In thousands] 
Old-age and survivors insurance payments Camas 2s jurance pay: 
Under the Social Security Under the Railroad Retirement 
Act Act $ Usd 
er 
Year and month Total State Geee Ge 
Monthly | Lump-sum unemploy-| “Unem- 
Total benefits— death pay- Lump- Em- Survivor Lump- Total ment loyment 
, ments |S2@pay-| ployee | 14 death-| Sum compensa- | Insurance 
supple- | onder 1939| ments | annui- benefit death tion laws * ‘Act! 
ee ° amend- Bad ‘ ties = annuities oe 
and sur- pensions men 
vivors # ments * 
$683 3? ee $131 IN Becncseencenns 
40, 001 | ee 2, 132 5S 
96, 749 1, 401 $290 | 396, 401 eG ARR 
107, 282 1, 450 1,926 | 435, 587 429, 820 $5, 767 
8, 616 110 1233 29, 203 SED iesaackammd 
8, 874 108 163 34, 745 BRU levcacocanias 
8, 842 140 241 48, 873 Sp ee 
8, 128 222 33, 458  % 7 ae 
8, 883 125 164 dy, ¥30 PL tecncncemiiice 
8, 817 138 153 43, 161 . & | See: 
8, 871 125 106 35, 873 35, 596 277 
8,927 112 162 45, 513 44, 491 1,022 
9, 054 126 117 34, 986 33, 656 1, 330 
9, 134 109 191 27, 667 26, 690 977 
9, 189 121 170 29, 321 28, 369 952 
9, 192 108 114 32, 857 31, 648 1, 209 
$3 9, 141 113 164 42, 886 41, 066 1, 820 
56, 753 q 251 159 584 9, 299 114 198 46, 148 44, 351 1,797 
60, 544 11, 588 915 659 412 9, 310 114 178 48, 956 47,142 1, 814 
56, 057 12, 185 1, 288 795 238 9, 483 123 258 43, 872 42, 292 1, 580 
68, 414 12, 343 1, 621 735 256 9, 386 123 222 56, 071 54, 897 1,174 
67, 501 13, 096 2, 265 836 125 9, 520 120 230 54, 495 53, 637 858 
69, 956 13, 503 2, 712 904 69 9, 508 120 190 56, 453 55, 750 703 






































1 Payments to individual beneficiaries under programs; figures exclude cost 
* Amounts certified to the Secretary of the Treasury for payment, includ- 


ing Cano mga Sop mae 94 
Payable respect to deaths of fully or currently insured workers after 
Dec. 31, 1939, in cases where no survivor could be entitled to monthly benefits 
"Tie ie Gesu ont bsequent months are for 1 death 
and su uent months are for lum 
Mioures th with respect to deaths of covered workers prior to Fan, 1, 1940. 
August 1939 include payments at age totaling $9.9 million; 
for monthly bution of these payments, see the Bulletin, March 1940, 
p. 31, table 1. 


ts certified during month ended on 20th calendar day to the Secre- 
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pon | of the Treasury for payment. Figures for any period represent payments 
ified Gules red cluding retroactive payments, minus cancelations 
re’ uring " 

Amount of checks issued, as reported by State agencies to the Division of 
Research and Statistics, Bureau of Employment Security. Figures for 
December 1939-July 1940 include amounts paid as adjustments on payments 
in Ohio for previous months of 1939, resulting from recalculation of weekly 
benefit amounts in accordance with a court decision and from allowance of 
benefits on appeal in a labor-dispute case. 

7 Amounts certified by regional offices of the Railroad Retirement Board 
sopreseat 5 aymentssertifed during pected, inchodhag sebcastive pay leeath 
re’ mt pa ng , inclu: retroactive payments, 

us cancelations reported during period. 
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railroad unemployment insurance system, how- 
ever, because the beginning of the benefit year 
varies for individual claimants, the beginning of a 
new uniform base period does not result in as 
sharp an increase in benefit payments as occurs 
under State unemployment compensation systems 
with both a uniform benefit year and a uniform 
base period. In July, as in the earlier months of 
the year, many unemployed railroad workers who 
had exhausted their benefit rights based on 1938 
wages could draw no benefits because their first 
benefit year had not yet expired. 

The number of monthly beneficiaries under the 
Railroad Retirement Act showed as usual a small 
increase of less than 1 percent—to over 145,000. 
The number of monthly beneficiaries under the 
Social Security Act increased almost 25 percent 
to approximately 121,000 (table 2). The number 
of these beneficiaries under the Social Security 
Act has been increasing more rapidly than the 
amount of payments because an increasing pro- 
portion are supplementary and survivor bene- 


ficiaries whose monthly benefits are computed as a 
fraction of the primary benefit. The 121,000 
beneficiaries probably represented about 79,000 
families. 

As shown in table 7, page 81, almost 138,000 
claims for monthly benefits under the Federal 
old-age and survivors insurance program had been 
allowed by the end of July. Not all of these were 
payable in July; some payments are suspended 
because of the receipt of wages of $15 or more per 
month in covered employment and others are still 
being deferred because of lump-sum payments 
received prior to August 1939 upon attaining 
age 65. 

On the basis of data on the 138,000 monthly 
claims allowed, primary beneficiaries represent 
56 percent of all beneficiaries. Wives over 65 
represent 13 percent of the total beneficiaries or 
almost one to every four primary beneficiaries; 
aged wives accounted for 17 percent of the total 
number of claims allowed in July. Widows aged 
65 or over form an increasing but still small 


Table 2.—Individuals receiving social insurance payments under selected programs, by months, 
January 1939-July 1940 


{In thousands] 

















Unemployment insurance 
Old-age and survivors insurance beneficiaries beneficiaries 
Under the Social Security Act Under the Railroad Retirement Act 
Year and month Under State | Under the 
Monthly bene-| Lump-sum | ;,, Empl 4 unemploy- U 
fits—primary, death pay- mp-sum mployee | Survivor an Lump-sum ment com- — 
supplemen-' | ments under | Payments annuities —S death —, ment act? 
tary, and 1939 amend- a a ‘lent payments # we ance 
survivors ! ments 4 pe 
1939 
I Sy EE | NASR See em ea 18.7 123.0 2.1 1.7 a as 
ST sihnisenioneasnaénnnedadalliabedanitneianebilendn ebnaescdene 17.5 124.6 2.2 1.9 THEE Gisnncontsawcos 
SEAT E R CS IRS TRS 21.7 126.1 2.3 2.6 |) SES 
RE AREER SCS HAE: cosh s EY, 1 Aes. 19.4 127.4 2.4 2.2 , 2} SAR. ara 
EE ee Eee Role CET aR AeA | eR Ree 19.3 128.6 2.5 1.6 | 7 | Se ae 
SORE! EAS em TRE Si 18.2 129.7 2.6 13 2 eee 
akg bein entinsdns ndadcedebnsens ceibubobasddadutosteddimoeababe 15.7 130.7 2.6 8 764.9 18.3 
SS a Is eS 10.9 131.5 2.6 1.2 797.2 30.5 
1c 0t¢éccccccagssccocessibasdinnusdanarbihibnnasdaneiael 8.6 132.6 2.7 9 729.9 50.2 
ESSERE, ELE ES 8.6 133.7 2.7 1.3 501.7 30.5 
ERG: eer A ER Es 9.4 134.9 2.7 1.2 637.0 23.3 
m CWaibawisdesobe cewdaeteeueimaiemie 6.8 136. 1 2.8 oe 658.3 37.3 
1940 

a adegienbahicalied 3.7 (5) 8.9 136.6 2.8 1.0 874.8 57.0 
SSE aI ET eS 8.4 1.0 6.2 137.6 2.8 1,2 985. 5 52.8 
REISS NOSE NS 32.6 4.3 5.2 138.4 2.8 1.0 1, 095. 2 57.4 
ER aS eae 52.7 5.3 3.3 139.3 3.0 1.4 960.7 80.9 
hla dda iiitccstinionb alain onthe Gian 72.4 5.0 3.8 140. 2 3.0 13 1,201.0 35.0 
AIRSTRIP RE IN = HE, 96.7 6.1 2.1 141.2 3.1 12 1, 268.6 31.4 
iiss qcntsh-taa aii arcivate quacasaniauclaleat 120.8 6.3 1.3 142.1 3.1 1.0 1, 220.0 22.3 





























1 Represents number of individuals for whom monthly benefits were certi- 
fied to the Secretary of the Treasury during month. 

1 Number of deceased wage earners with respect to whose wage records 
Payments were made. 

’ Number of wage earners with respect to whose wage records such pay- 
ments were made. Figures for September and subsequent months are for 
lump-sum death ——- with respect to deaths of covered workers prior 
to Jan. 1, 1940. Figures for Jan -August 1939 include 59,380 individuals 
who received payments at age 65. For monthly distribution of these benefi- 
ciaries, see the Bulletin, March 1940, p. 32, table 2. 

* Number of individuals on rolls at end of month specified, based on month 
in which annuity or pension was certified or terminated upon notice of death 
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— - on month in which annuity or pension began to accrue or bene- 


* Widows receiving both survivor and death-benefit annuities are counted 
twice, but 2 or more individuals sharing 1 death-benefit annuity are counted 
as 


ia 

¢ For 1939, represents number of individuals receiving benefits during 
middle week of month specified. For 1940, represents average number of 
weeks of unemployment compensated in calendar weeks ended within month. 

’ Number of individuals receiving benefits, for days of unemployment in 
ee m periods of 15 consecutive days, during second and third weeks of 
month. 

§ Less than 50. 
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proportion of the total; they accounted for only 
1 percent of the total monthly claims allowed to 
date. Aged parents formerly dependent on a 
wage earner who left no widow or unmarried 
child under 18 form an insignificant proportion— 
0.2 percent—of the total. Children under age 
18 represent 22 percent of the beneficiaries. A 
small proportion of these are children of primary 
beneficiaries; most of them are orphans of insured 
workers who had not yet retired at the time of 


their death. Eight percent of the beneficiaries 
are widows with children under 18 in their care, 

The weekly average of unemployment insur- 
ance beneficiaries in July amounted to almost a 
million and a quarter under the State laws and 
22,000 under the railroad program. Since these 
persons can draw benefits for not more than a few 
months each year, their number is not comparable 
to the monthly beneficiaries under the old-age 
and survivors insurance programs. 


ANNUITIES OF LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES, 1938 * 


Annuities represent an important type of protec- 
tion written by life insurance companies. In 1938 
they accounted for over 11 percent of the premiums 
collected by 40 companies which carry about 82 
percent of the business in force of legal reserve 
companies in the United States.' More than 
910,000 individual annuity policies, exclusive of 
insurance policies with annuity features, were in 
force in 166 United States companies at the end 
of 1938 and indicated an average monthly income 
of $42.50 (table 1). Because some individuals 
hold more than one policy, the number of persons 
with annuities is, however, less than the number 
of policies reported, and the average income per 
person is therefore larger. In less than a third of 
these annuities was the annuitant already draw- 
ing his payments. The monthly income of imme- 
diate annuities averaged considerably less than 
that of the deferred type, $28.69 contrasted with 
$48.75. 

Annuities may be classified in various ways. 
They may be immediate or deferred in regard to 
payment to the annuitant, and, if deferred, they 
may be single-premium or annual-premium in re- 
gard to mode of purchase. Classified as to death 
benefits, annuities may be straight life, installment 
refund, cash refund, or for a specified period with 
income for life thereafter. Straight life annuities 
are payable during the lifetime of the annuitant 
but with no return to a beneficiary or estate. In- 
stallment-refund annuities provide, after the death 
of the annuitant, periodic payments to a benefi- 
ciary or estate until the total paid before and after 
the annuitant’s death equals a specified amount, 
usually the total premiums paid. In cash-refund 
"© Prepared in the Office of the Actuary. 

1See the Bulletin, June 1940, pp. 76-78. 


annuities at the annuitant’s death, the balance of 
a specified amount is paid in a lump sum instead 
of in periodic payments. In annuities containing 
a “certain period,” if the annuitant dies before the 
end of a specified period, the payments are contin- 
ued to the beneficiary or estate until the end of the 
period; if the annuitant lives beyond the end of the 
“certain period,’ he continues to receive the an- 
nuity for the duration of his life. In addition, 
there are elective or retirement annuities, under 
which the premiums are accumulated to provide 
an annuity which varies with the age at which the 
annuitant elects to begin his retirement income. 
These forms, prior to the commencement of the 
annuity, carry cash values as well as death bene- 
fits and may be paid for on either the single or 
annual-premium basis; various optional modes of 
annuity payment are available corresponding to 
the types described above. 

The usual published information on individual 
annuities does not include data on the annuity 
features provided in most life insurance contracts. 


Table 1.—Number of individual and group annuities 
and average monthly income in force as of Dec. 31, 
1938 





Type of annuity 





Item Total 
Immediate} Deferred 





Individual annuities: ! 


Number of policies... .............. 910, 053 283, 306 626, 747 
Average monthly income-........... $42. 50 $28. 69 $48. 75 
Group annuities: * 
umber of certificates.............. 597, 462 13, 114 584, 348 
Average monthly income........... $14. 34 $74. 65 $12.97 














1 Data reported by 166 United States insurance companies. These data 
exclude annuities being paid under settlement options of life insurance 
policies. See The Spectator Insurance Year Book, 1989, pp. 144A-147A. 

4 Data for 610 contracts of 7 United States insurance companies fag 
— ay y= annuity business. See New York Insurance Report, 1939, 
pt. I, pp. li, lvi. 
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Endowment annuity policies provide for a death 
benefit equal to the face value of the policy during 
the endowment period, and an annuity to the 
insured beginning at the end of the endowment 
period. This form of annuity is usually issued 
with a “certain period” or on a cash-refund basis. 
A number of other kinds of policies provide for 
settlement at the death of the insured in the form 
of payments for life to the beneficiary. Most 
other types of life insurance policies permit the 
election of some form of annuity under the settle- 
ment provision. Under many policies the insured 
may surrender his policy and take an annuity at 
special rates in lieu of the cash value. An in- 
creasing number of life insurance claims are being 
settled by some type of periodic payment rather 
than by lump-sum cash. Thus most life insurance 
contracts are potential annuity contracts but do 
not appear as such in annuity data prior to the 
commencement of the periodic income. 

Many employers have retirement plans covering 
some or all of theiremployees. At the end of 1938, 
610 group annuity contracts were in force in the 
7 insurance companies writing the majority of this 
business. Almost 600,000 workers participated in 
these contracts (table 1). During recent years, 
most of the newly adopted pension plans have been 
underwritten by insurance companies in the form 
of group annuity policies. Also, a number of 
companies have changed from self-administered 
plans to insurance company plans. These group 
annuities are generally purchased by joint contri- 
butions from employee and employer in small units 
of the single-premium deferred type, representing 
each year’s service credit as it accrues. Since the 
average monthly income under group annuities in 
force includes in general only the benefits already 
purchased for service credits to date, the average of 
$14.34 does not indicate what annuitant may re- 
ceive when they retire, since additional units will 
be added in the future as service years are ren- 
dered. The average income of immediate group 
annuities was nearly six times the average income 
of deferred group annuities, as of the end of 1938. 
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A study of the size of individual annuity con- 
tracts issued in 1938 by 19 of the larger United 
States companies was made in December 1939 
(table 2). The average payments for the new 
contracts show a small variation from the averages 
for all individual contracts in force at the end of 


Table 2.—Distribution of individual annuities issued in 
1938, by amount of monthly income ' 
































Type of annuity 
Amount of monthly income Total 
Immediate} Deferred 
Average monthly income__............. $40. 89 $23. 68 $48. 73 
Number 

Ww... ns ieee 92, 390 28, 930 63, 460 
Cena er W.. .... 2. --ocdaeeee 74, 211 25, 918 48, 293 
Se 0. tinocannendiidgeeal 10, 2, 188 8, 644 
|. RRR PSF 4, 645 3, 987 
|. _ | _— SRE Same 1,853 146 1, 707 
Cg ee eS 33 829 

Percentage distribution 

Tic nn ttcitniticnebastnimdes 100.0 100.0 100.0 

IN .ciencacicqsinadindalidaWensans 89.6 76.1 
| ESSE SE nS Ss 11.7 7.6 13.6 
PEAR EE EIS S- 5.0 2.2 6.3 
SII» «-cincoesiossadunibantiotincnsialininial 20 5 2.7 
Fe eae 1.0 x 13 











1 From data of 19 insurance companies in the United States. See Proceed- 
ings ym Thirty-Third Annual Convention of the Association of Life 
ance Presidents, 1939, p. 174. 
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1938. Most of the new contracts—80 percent— 
were written for a monthly income of $50 or less. 
A greater proportion of the deferred than of the 
immediate type was for the larger incomes. How- 
ever, the annuitants with deferred payments may 
eventually receive less than the average shown, 
for two reasons. (1) Under some forms of con- 
tracts, the annuitant may elect to have the an- 
nuity begin before the maturity date, in which case 
he receives a reduced income. (2) Under most 
annual-premium forms of deferred annuity, if 
cessation of premiums occurs before maturity,’ a 
reduction is made in the amount of annuity 
receivable at maturity; in other words, a reduced 
paid-up value is allowed automatically or through 
election by the insured. 
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FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC DATA 


The investment of funds held in trust by the 
Federal Government has recently attracted wide- 
spread interest in this country mainly because of 
the prospect of large accumulations of assets under 
the social security programs. The changes intro- 
duced by the 1939 amendments did not alter the 
basic plan of the old-age reserve but provided more 
flexible financial operations. 

In fact, the methods of handling the old-age and 
survivors insurance fund have differed little in the 
year 1940 from those used in the first 3 years. The 
changes, however, brought the old-age and sur- 
vivors insurance trust fund more in line with social 
insurance tradition in other countries with well- 
established systems of insurance. The abandon- 
ment of the 3-percent interest provision, the em- 
phasis on trusteeship, the automatic appropriation 
of taxes as contributions to the fund, all follow the 
pattern of the older systems more closely than did 
the 1935 provisions. 

The fundamental policies here and in most other 
countries are effectively summarized in “The 
Investment of the Funds of Social Insurance 
Institutions” issued by the International Labor 
Office in December 1939. This report gives the 
result of two conferences held in December 1937 
and December 1938 and attended by experts of 
about 20 nations. The report also includes the 
questionnaire circulated between the conferences 
and used as a basis of the final discussions. 
The American participants in the conferences 
were Frank Bane in 1937 and Eleanor L. Dulles in 
1938. 

The discussions were devoted mainly to formu- 
lating accepted ideas in clear language and yet in 
broad enough scope so that they could apply to 
both new and old economies and to large and small 
funds. The results of the deliberations are set 
forth in such completeness that they indicate what 
has been done in the past and what must almost 
certainly be the general lines of future develop- 
ment. Although the effects of ‘total’ war on 
existing funds could not have been fully antici- 
pated, the protection of beneficiaries in case of 
hostilities, inflation, deflation, and similar catas- 
trophies was discussed. 

The four main principles in handling funds are 
set forth in order of importance as safety of con- 
tributions accumulated in the funds, yield of 


investments held, liquidity of assets of the fund, 
and economic or social utility of the investments, 
In the discussion of these principles, a distinc- 
tion was made between technical reserves and 
contingency reserves. Technical reserves apply 
mainly to meeting risks of predictable incidence, 
whereas contingency reserves are used to meet 
unpredictable fluctuations in economic conditions 
or changes in the incidence of the risks. In 
these and other problems, many policies developed 
in handling small separate funds cannot, without 
substantial modification, be applied to compre- 
hensive nation-wide systems, such as unemploy- 
ment compensation and old-age and survivors 
insurance. The discussion of the foreign systems 
did not deal specifically with the question, so 
much discussed in the United States, whether the 
assets accumulated in reserve funds might dis- 
turb normal Treasury operations or the money 
markets, and thereby affect adversely the eco- 
nomic system as a whole. In countries with 
systems composed of many separate funds—as 
they were in France—the interaction of the var- 
ious operations modifies the total effect, and 
greater freedom of policy in the operation of each 
fund is possible than in the United States. 
Similarly, the problem of government guar- 
antee of investments was held not to be of para- 
mount concern. Comments were made on the 
special characteristics of the old-age reserve 
account in its unamended form which contrasted 
with almost every other plan. Some of these 
characteristics no longer apply. For example, 
there were a number of queries as to the reasons 
for and effects of the purchase of securities 
guaranteed as to principal and interest by the 
Federal Government. Since such guarantees do 
not exist with respect to assets held by most 
foreign funds, the matter was not covered speci- 
fically in the conclusions. The differences be- 
tween the methods in the United States and 
other countries were apparent also in the types of 
authorities responsible for handling the funds. 
Such authorities varied from groups elected by 
the insured to the regularly constituted fiscal 
authorities acting ex officio. The importance of 
representing the insured persons in the manage- 
ment of funds was emphasized by most of the 
delegates, and the problems of various degrees of 
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centralized and decentralized control were debated 
at length. 

In the management of social security funds in 
this country safety has been considered in the 
establishment of the trusteeship, the shift to an 
automatic appropriation of 100 percent of the 
contributions, and in the types of investment for 
the funds. Liquidity has been considered mainly 
by the technicians, who have recognized the 
value of government securities in this connection. 

The degrees of liquidity resulting from varia- 
tion in maturities and grade and type of assets 
held were examined in detail at the conferences. 
Recourse to discounting and collateral loans was 
approved as a reasonable way of increasing cash 
holdings in time of need. Neither practice would 
be necessary or likely in the operation of funds in 
this country. It was assumed that where several 
funds exist the fluctuations would to a consider- 
able extent cancel out and not affect the economy. 
It was recognized that in respect to these financial 
considerations the problems of voluntary plans 
differ markedly from those with compulsory 
membership. 

In the United States, yield has been discussed 
in connection with the legal interest rates pre- 
scribed for the funds. The rate on the old-age 
and survivors insurance trust fund was set at a 
minimum of 3 percent until the 1939 amendments, 
and the yield on the unemployment trust fund is 
tied to the average rate on the government debt. 
Yield has also been discussed in connection with 
the possible diversification of investment or the 
application of funds directly to public works by 
the Federal Government. 

It was generally recognized at the conferences 
that yields higher than the typical 3 and 4 percent 
could be secured with diversification and invest- 
ment in industrial stocks and mortgages. In 
many cases, however, safety would be sacrificed if 
nonguaranteed or little known securities were 
acquired. In a few instances some of the smaller 
funds were being operated very much as private 
investment trusts, whereas in the older countries 
the larger funds were held in low-yield fixed-return 
securities of the most conservative type, and high 
earnings were sacrificed to the maximum degree 
of safety. 

A substantial portion of the report is concerned 
with the investment of social insurance funds in 
housing projects for the benefit of the contributors, 
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in hospitals to be used in connection with dis- 
ability insurance, and even in personal loans to in- 
dividual contributors. The social and economic 
arguments in favor of such investments were 
strongly defended by the representatives of a num- 
ber of countries and seemed to be appropriate to 
less mature economies than the United States. 
Only limited consideration has been given to such 
types of investments in the older countries. 


Table 1.—Federal appropriations and expenditures 
under the Social Security Act for the fiscal years 
1939-40 and 1940-41 (expenditures through July)! 


{In thousands] 





Fiscal year 1930-40 | Fiscal year 1940-41 


A Expendi- 
tures 
pr, through 


July * 





Item Appro- Expendi- 


through 





Total, administrative ex- 
mses and grants to 
GE Sisuckocnscsuuiuense $383, 844 


Administrative expenses --......- 
Federal Security Agency, 
Social al- 


Security Board: 
aries, expenses, and wage 


$42,912 | $440, 804 
25, 188 1, 659 


$63, 960 
27, 604 2, 132 








records........ Paws 
Departmant of Labor, Chil- 
dren’s Bureau: Salaries and 
expenses ‘ 338 20 364 33 
Department “of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census: Sal- 
aries and expenses... ......-. 100 7 110 12 


24, 750 1, 632 27, 220 2, 087 

















Grants to States __._- tals aes 358, 655 41,252 | 413, 200 61, 828 
Federal Security Agency. .....-. 349, 000 40, 573 | 402,000 61, 189 
Social Security Board ........ 339, 500 39,124 | 391,000 58, 900 
Old-age assistance... ...... 225, 000 779 | 245,000 601 
Aid L.. aaecasrecescal chil- = ” 
dre ---| 45,000 3, 817 75, 000 8, 182 
Aid to the blind. ----. 8, 000 759 10, 000 972 
Unemployment compen- 
sation administration....| 61, 500 4 8, 768 61, 000 415, 146 
Public Health Service: Pub- 
lic-health work............- 9, 500 1, 449 11, 000 2, 288 
Department of Labor, Chil- 
dren’s Bureau ..............-. 9, 655 679 11, 200 639 
Maternal and child-health 
services 4, 800 350 5, 820 318 
Sevens for crippled chil- 
3, 350 167 3, 870 118 
Child- welfare services ....__- 1, 505 161 1, 510 203 

















! Excludes some funds appropriated and weentnt under the Social Security 
Act because they are not separated from other Federal funds for similar 
urposes. Such is the case with funds for he. he rehabilitation for —— 
111,500 was appropriated in 1939-40 and ay hed in 1940-41 for 
in the Office at a and $1,938,000 in 1939-40 and $2 million in 1040-41 
for grants to States. For disease sanitation in _- the U. 8 
Public Health Service, ya apy me were $1,640,000 in 1 and $1 625,000 
in 1940-41 in addition to Pee ode to States shown in this table. Under the pro- 
visions of the amended Security Act, the old-age and survivors insur- 
ance trust fund, beginning with 1940-41, no longer requires an annual congres- 
on ap we riation. Transfers to the fund are therefore no longer included 
n this ta 
’ Excludes unexpended balance te peeled matters 4 
pe a oe nh for 1939-40 include aah tional ap ns of $17.3 m D, 
approved Aug. 9, 1939. 
3 Based on checks cashed and returned to the U. 8. Treasury. Includes 
a gaagne from reappropriated balance of appropriations for previous fiscal 


"  Tastades grants certified by the Social Security Board to States for employ- 
ment service administration to meet requirements of unemployment com- 
pensation program. 

Source: Various Federal appropriations acts (appropriations); Daily State- 
ment of the U. S. Treasury (expenditures). 
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The possibility of using the assets for the benefit 
of themembers of the system has been proposed from 
time to time, but the conflict between this prin- 
ciple and the first two—safety and liquidity—has 
been recognized here as well as in the Interna- 
tional Labor Office discussions. The conditions in 
certain South American countries, where shortage 
of capital and acute need for housing made build- 
ing schemes and personal loans feasible, were 
recognized as exceptional and not likely to apply 
to countries with more highly developed money 
markets and industrial systems. There is no 
present indication that this type of consideration 
will be pressed actively here. 

Protection against inflation was another major 
problem discussed by the experts. The importance 
of safeguarding the real value of the funds in times 
of rapid price gains has been recognized by author- 
ities everywhere, but the problem has not emerged 
as clearly in this country as in those which have 
experienced repeated monetary crises. Because 
of the very practical consequences of recent in- 
stances of devaluation, the resulting dangers to 
reserves called forth considerable debate in the 


conferences, but no solution was found other than 
the achievement of a sound economy and funda- 
mental honesty of financial policy. Such devices 
as the introduction of gold or exchange clauses and 
special legal guarantees of value by the govern- 
ment were rejected as ineffective in time of crisis, 
It was concluded that no advance action could be 
planned to counteract drastic price changes. 


Appropriations and Expenditures 

Table 1 presents data on funds for programs 
under the Social Security Act for the fiscal year 
1940-41, appropriated in the Labor-Federal Secu- 
rity Appropriation Act, 1941, approved by the 
President on June 26, 1940, together with appro- 
priations for the fiscal year 1939-40 and expendi- 
tures for July of both years. 

The total amount appropriated under the act 
for the current fiscal year is $440.9 million, as 
contrasted with $383.8 million for 1939-40. About 
92.9 percent of this increase is accounted for by 
appropriations to the Federal Security Agency for 
the grants-in-aid programs under its jurisdiction 
and 2.7 percent to the Children’s Bureau of the 


Table 2.—Status of the old-age and survivors insurance trust fund for specified periods, 1936-40 ' 














{In thousands] 
Trans- pecial Treasury 
Ap Reim- Deposits | Collec-| Benefit Cash 
ions — Interest | burse- notes acquired with dis- | tions |payments| with dis-| G, ai 
Period equal to neral received | ment for bursing | of im- | issued by| bursing of fund Total 
taxes)? to — : by trust | adminis- officer for | proper | disburs- | officer at account’ assets 
trust to trust fund trative 3 t 24-per- benefit pay- ing end of 
fund fund expenses pa cent payments | ments‘| officer period 
Cumulative through 
— SS ae $38, 064 | $1,706,000 $87,124 | $14, 509 |$1, 408, 200 | $324, 900 $47, 362 $14 | $38, 244 $7,979 | $36, 354 ($1,777, 434 
year: 
(ET OS, NO 265, 000 3 Reeeeares | . |} 27 73 267, 235 
TEE Sa 387, 000 3 aera, |. | Sa 7, 262 (*) 5, 404 1,931 | 113,012 777, 243 
Ee Ema 503, 000 | aes a 15, 000 3 13, 892 3, 036 1, 180, 302 
_ 551, 000 42, 489 12, 288 236,000 | 324,900 20, 000 10 15, 805 6, 008 500 | 1,744, 698 
1939 
ENS ESE ee Senne SORES Chan | 0 ( 1, 427 1, 609 | 507,067 | 1, 728, 876 
3S is see {| SSS ea | 5, 000 ( 1, 234 5, 325 | 459, 067 | 1, 727, 501 
(2 a Pra _ |) SRR. SEE |. ee 0 (7) 694 4,631 | 416,067 | 1, 726, 897 
A gg Ree ae Feearmmeereren i. | ee 0 i) 862 3, 768 | 373,067 | 1, 726, 036 
 -__ SS Aiea |, ESS RS C—O 0 1 837 2,931 | 330,068 | 1, 725, 199 
cial ik teeth teliaiiane thipss Seelam tenis csinice | CAR w BRAS 5 Sere 5, 000 (") 802 7,129 | 282,068 | 1, 724, 307 
J vine 723, 686 
EE ELS | SRO A CCE Se ee. ae 0 1 71 6,417 | 282,069 | 1, 
GSO SE EE SS SP SE eRe 0 1 967 5,450 | 282,069 | 1, 722,720 
(| oe 141, 000 $132 6,183 | *—6, 000 141, 000 0 1 1, 283 10 3,045 19142142 | 1, 715, 387 
Mat [ibibitdnnnnbenntntlabccescoscaloscecascos jg SES § —§,000 |.........- 5, 000 0 1, 998 6, 047 | 142, 259 | 1, 713, 505 
i iiddntininiondidhdcnendpeseelecsseacsoolmormtiiguanbaligiacsngullaceenansas 0 0 2,311 3, 735 | 142, 250 | 1, 711, 194 
6 i Pets 142, 000 11 42, 240 6,106 | —11,000 183, 900 5, 000 7 2, 630 6, 008 500 | 1, 744, 608 
_ as 2 Seer $10 2, 221 eh, 5, 000 1 3, 117 7,979 | 36,354 | 1, 777, 434 















































1 Prior to January 1940, data represent pation of old-age reserve account. * $61,811 of interest earned during first 6 months of 1937 was held as an 


3 Beginning July 1940, appropriations will be made to the trust fund equal priation balance until July 1937, at which time it was transferred to 
—_— collected and deposited under the Federal Insurance Contributions Contas officer. 


7 Less than $500. 
§ Accrued interest on redeemed notes credited to fund account. 
* Notes redeemed credited to fund account. 


--- oo — of $1.1 million from disbursing officer’s account to credit 
un 


1 Includes ~ interest on redeemed notes. 
Source: Compiled from data in the Daily Statement of the U. 8. Treasury. 


ie ee Oe wien w ppropriated; for 1937. $500 
million; for 1938-39, $360 million plus addition, $30 million ‘mois aude 
by 1940 ‘Treasury ‘Departmen ment Appropriation Act; and’ for 1900-40, $050 


scrount; such payments ar excluded from benefit payments, 


its are excluded from benefit paymen 
‘ or Pro: to ote 940 includes balance of appropriation available for transfer. 
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Department of Labor for the maternal and 
child-welfare programs. Administrative expenses 
absorbed 4.4 percent of the increase. 

July 1940 expenditures reflect the increased 
appropriations, and exceeded expenditures of last 
July by $21.0 million. The largest increases from 
July 1939 occurred in grants for old-age assistance 
and for administration of unemployment compen- 
sation laws. The amount of Federal grants to 
each State authorized and certified by the Social 
Security Board as of August 31 for public assist- 
ance and for unemployment compensation 
administration are shown in table 6. 


Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund 


July 1940 was the first month in which the 
amounts appropriated to the old-age and survivors 
insurance trust fund equaled total contributions 
(table 2). With this new procedure, appropria- 
tions to the fund will reflect the quarterly pattern 
of insurance contributions. The net appropriation 
to the fund in July, after deduction of the reim- 
bursement to the Treasury for administrative 
expenses, amounted to $35.8 million. 


Repayments to the Treasury as reimbursements 
for expenses incurred in connection with the ad- 
ministration of titles II and VIII of the amended 
Social Security Act and the Federal Insurance 
Contributions Act are provided for in section 
201 (f) of the amended act. According to the 
provisions of the law, the Managing Trustee makes 
these reimbursements quarterly, based on esti- 
mates prepared by the Chairman of the Social 
Security Board and the Managing Trustee. How- 
ever, since the expenditures are incurred monthly, 
the transfers for reimbursements are noted in the 
Daily Statement of the Treasury, beginning with 
July, as monthly transactions in order to balance 
current expenditures. The July reimbursement 
amounted to $2.2 million. 

During the month, 3-percent old-age reserve 
account notes amounting to $5.0 million were 
redeemed, and the sum was deposited with the 
disbursing officer for benefit payments. Interest 
on these notes amounting to about $10,000 was 
credited to the fund account. Benefit payments 
were $3.1 million, an increase of 18.5 percent over 
June. Approximately three-quarters of the pay- 


Table 3.—Status of the unemployment trust fund for specified periods, 1936-40 * 





















































(In thousands} 
State accounts Railroad unemployment insurance accoun 
Certifi- | Unex- | Undis- ? 
Period ote at end| indebted: | balance | interest, Trans- 
se en e 
per ness ac- jat end oflat end of] nooosits | Interest} With- pe eae ye fer from | nenosits| Interest Benefit — 
quired? | period | period ? credited | drawals ¢ State ac- credited i. 
counts period 
Cumulative through 
— | Sl tiienshadion $1, 727, 044 |$1, 723,000 | $4,044 $20 |$2, 788, 175 | $82, 361 |$1, 174, 944 |$1, 605, 504 | 5 $2,215 | $44, 259 $202 | $15,244 | $31,432 
1906-87..-..------- 312,389 | 203, 386 CREE 291,703 | 2,737 7. 18. | eee eee ee 
PP Evctwentanced 884, 247 559,705 | 12,247 }......... 747, 660 | 15,172 190, 975 RRs PSE SURE BUR AR 
EE. 1, 280, 539 395,000 | 13,539 |......... $11,251 | 26,837 i de. 8g I, BO EEE SENS ee 
1930-40............ 1, 724, 862 443,000 | 14,862 |_........ , 864 37, 524 484, 764 | 1, 693, 164 1,801 | 44,249 202 | 14, 552 31, 699 
1939 
asians sthisiiiemilentinsisics 1, 206,804 | —14,000 | 43,804 15 i | ee 41, 581 | 1,281, 605 | ee SR 69 | 715,184 
Ee 1, 410, 448 129,000 | 28, 448 15 )_ < | eee 39, 754 | 1, 396, 024 gE NES SRST 865 14, 410 
September. .........-- 383, 531 —19,000 | 20,531 |. 12, 748 118 38, 497 | 1, 370, 393 _, eee (5 1, 271 13, 139 
Se a eae 1, 413, 866 7,000 | 43,866 35 GE ecocednnd 22, 859 | 1, 401, 561 OF SeicsickinncnnicMiailiaes, ska 1,124 12, 270 
November. ..........- 1, 528, 227 142,000 | 16,227 35 | re 28, 607 | 1,516,178 Ot: Ghia 877 12, 015 
ae 1, 524, 784 —3,000 | 15, 784 |......... 14, 537 149 30, 899 | 1, 499, 965 0} 13,851 ® 1, 046 24, 820 
1940 
ECT 1, 545, 997 28, 000 8, 997 5 62, 17, 072 41 492 | 1, 537, 637 6184 21 25 1, 604 18,356 
February -. 1, 655, 658 103,000 | 15, 658 5 4: | =e 43,176 | 1,648, 179 0 RN 1,749 7,475 
idadaiitninniinbeaien 1, 638, 578 | —18,000 | 16, 578 |. 15, 138 135 44, 760 | 1,618, 692 0} 14,326 1 1,915 19, 887 
spea RES ee 1, 646, 757 18, 000 6, 757 138 3) 43, 104 | 1, 628, 304 0 ) 5s Seen 1, 676 18, 226 
Se 1, 733, $1,000 | 12,220 138 ) 4g 56, 952 | 1, 713, 943 990 = | Seer 1, 317 19, 139 
I ciiceatiaiednisiadib 1, 724,862 | —11,000| 14,862 |......... 12, 20, 049 53, 082 | 1, 693, 164 28 | 13,305 176 949 31, 699 
| IS Re 1, 727, 13, 000 4, 044 20 68, $60 |......... 56, 410 | 1, 695, 594 $414 SE Liesewcnils 692 31, 432 
1 Beginning July 1939, unemployment trust fund contains separate book ‘4 Includes transfers to railroad unemployment insurance account. 
account for railroad unemployment insurance account in which are held 5 Includes amounts certified to the State of See footnote 6. 
moneys Copennen by the See — and a which the Pi Avnet pe qs — —— to bey - Treasury 
Secre Treasury makes unemploymen payments as certified e of Connecticut paymen railroad unemployment 
by the Hallrood Retirement Board. Phe trust fund continues as heretofore insurance a with sec. 13 of the Railroad t 


separate accounts for each State isand in whiete are held all moneys deposited 
from State unemployment funds — which State agencies withdraw 
amounts as required for benefit pa: 

? Minus figures wate A sale Pf — aa 

‘Interest on redeemed Treasury certificates received by fund at time of 
redemption but credited to separate book accounts only in last month of 
each quarter. 
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7 $15 maiilion was advanced by the Treasury 
insurance account in July 1939 we 10 (0) ofthe Halrved Ua 


employment Insurance Act, and was repaid during 
8 than $500. 


Source: Daily Statement of the U. 8. Treasury. 











ments were monthly annuities and the remainder 
lump-sum payments. 

Beginning with this issue, the column entitled 
“amount available for benefit payments’’ is elimi- 
nated from the table. The purpose of this column 
was to show the assets of the account minus the 
appropriations not yet transferred to the fund 
account. Since an annual congressional appro- 
priation is no longer required, however, this item 
is not shown. 


Unemployment Trust Fund 


Total assets of the unemployment trust fund 
as of July 31 amounted to $1,727.0 million, of 
which $1,723.0 million represented special cer- 
tificates of indebtedness and $4.0 million the 
unexpended balance in the cash accounts (table 3). 

Deposits by States to their accounts amounted 
to $58.8 million in July and exceeded deposits of 
last July by $16.2 million and withdrawals during 





the first month of this fiscal year by $2.4 million, 
The balance of the State accounts amounted to 
$1,695.6 million as of July 31, an increase of 
$414.0 million since July of last year. 

The net change from July 1939 to July 1940 
covers diverse movements within the fund, 
Withdrawals varied from $23 to $57 million and 
deposits from $13 to $154 million. Decreased 
withdrawals in the latter half of 1939 reflected 
improved business conditions but were followed 
by increasing drains on the fund because of the 
business decline in early 1940. Deposits for the 
second quarter of 1940 also reflected lower busi- 
ness activity in early 1940. July deposits were 
the highest to date for the first month of a quarter 
except for January 1940, which reflected the 
spurt in industrial activity in late 1939. The July 
rise probably indicates an upward turn in employ- 
ment and pay rolls. 

The balance to the credit of the railroad unem- 


Table 4.—Status of the railroad retirement account for specified periods, 1936-40 












































{In thousands] 
——— Trust fund account Account of disbursing officer 
Balance S-pereent Tyessury | Cash bel Total 
at end Of | ‘Transters| Cancel- . | Senet assets 
Period Amount | period from @ ations e. iod Deposits Benefit Cash bal-| at end of 
at begin-| after P| Sind. | Interest or oe pay- | SBce at | period 
ning of | transfers eon repay- received | Net bal- | pajance deposits | rust ments | endof 
period | to trust | account | ments ance of | at end of | with dis-| ‘und period 
fund purchases) period 
account over sales| off ~~ 
Cumulative through July 1940_|! $512,892 | $113,350 |? $399, 542 $141 $5,895 | $79,400 | $79,400 3 $08 | $326,084 |4 $300,038 | § $11,652 | $204, 500 
46, 620 36,622 | 29,998 _) aie ms & : 10, 000 4,070 42, 552 
141, 804 U4 141, 800 25 1,411 66, 200 } 66, 200 3140 76, 900 76, 421 $1,015 67, 449 
118,344} 11,250| 107,094 94 2, 202 1,000 | 67, 200 1,956 | 106,574 | 105,665 1, 924 82, 329 
131,400 | 10,750 | 120,650 20 | 2283| 12200 | 79, 400 98 | 112,610| 113,241 1,292} 91,540 
131,400 | 109,500 | 21,900 * ee 1,900} 69, 100 1,957 | 20,000} 9,060] 12,864 | 193,421 
109, 500 91, 400 18, 100 |) See 8, 100 77, 200 1, 959 10, 000 9,018 13, 846 184, 405 
91,400 | 84, 250 7, 150 5, SRB E 0| 77,200 2 9, 110 9,192} 13,764 | 175,216 
84, 250 74, 250 10, 000 tae 0 77, 200 4 10, 000 9, 395 14, 369 165, 822 
74,250 | 64,250| 10,000 | Saris 0| 77.200 4| 10,000 9,363 | 15,006 | 156,460 
64, 250 54, 250 10, 000 Ei Mibcise caepbeis 0| 77,200 5 10, 000 9, 345 15, 661 147, 116 
54,250 | 44,250} 10,000 | Se 0| 77,200 7| 10,000| 9,408) 16,253 | 137,710 
44, 250 34, 250 10, 000 SS 0| 77,200 x 10, 000 9, 643 16, 610 128, 068 
34, 250 34, 250 0 2 0 77, 200 10 0 9, 548 7,062 118, 522 
34, 250 14, 250 20, 000 3 0 77, 200 13 20, 000 9, 798 17, 264 108, 727 
14, 250 10, 750 3, 500 1 0! 77,200 14 3, 500 9, 705 11, 059 99, 023 
10, 750 10, 750 0 2 2, 283 2,200 | 79,400 98 0 9, 767 1, 292 91, 540 
133,350 | 113,350 | 20,000 t Scateeteaat 0| 79,400 98 | 20,000} 9,640 | 11, 652 ; 














1 Re mts total appropriation to date, including transfer to appropria- 
tion of balance of $5,300,000 from 1935 act deposits with disbursing officer, and 
of period. Amounts appropriated annually have 
been as follows: 1936-37, $46,620,000; 1937-38, $99,880,000; 1938-39, $118,250,000; 
1939-40, $120,150,000; 1940-41, $122,600,000. 

? Includes payments of $10 million made directly to disbursing officer in 
1936-37 and not treated as transfer to trust fund, which was not set up until 
July 1937. Excludes, however, cancelations and repayments of $2,000 in 
1936-37 which were treated as returns to appropriation rather than as addi- 
tions to trust fund. 

3 Includes transfer of $4,000 from 1935 act appropriation. 

4 On basis of checks issued by disbursing officer less checks canceled by 


92 


disbursing officer, total benefit payments through July 1940 are $9.1 million 

less than total on basis of benefit payments certified to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for payment as shown on p. 81, table 1. This difference results 
almost entirely from payments for annuities and pensions in force at end of 
month which are certified to the Secretary of the Treasury during month 
ay for _— checks are not drawn by disbursing officer until first of follow- 
ng month. 

F After transfer to appropriation of balance of $5,392,000 from 1935 act de- 
posits with ae officer and transfer to 1935 act appropriation of $2,000 
representing cancelations of checks issued against 1935 act deposits. 

ee Railroad Retirement Boaid, Bureau of General Control, Division 
of Finance. 


Social Security 


























Chart I.—Federal insurance contributions, index of 
industrial production,' and index of factory pay rolls,* 
by quarters, 1936-40 
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1 Based on monthly index of the Federal Reserve Board; 1935-39= 100. 
_— on monthly index of the U. 8. Bureau of Labor Statistics; 1923-25= 
100. 


ployment insurance account decreased slightly 
in July, reflecting the excess of benefit payments 
over additions to the account. The additions 
consisted of $11,000 which was deposited by the 
Railroad Retirement Board and $414,000 which 
was transferred from the State accounts of Dela- 
ware and Connecticut.! 

Investments of the total unemployment trust 
fund rose $13.0 million during the month, total- 
ing $1,723.0 million as of July 31. The cash bal- 
ance of the fund declined more than $10.8 million 
to a low of $4.0 million. 


Railroad Retirement Account 


Appropriations to the railroad retirement 
account for the fiscal year 1940-41 were $122.6 
million, which is $2.5 million larger than for 
1939-40 (table 4). The new appropriation, added 


1 $407,600 was transferred from the State account of Delaware. The 
remainder was in behalf of the State of Connecticut. The Connecticut 
State law does not provide for authorization by the State to the Secretary of 
the Treasury to transfer funds from the State account in the unemployment 
trust fund to the railroad unemployment insurance account in the unemploy- 
ment trust fund. Therefore, in accordance with section 13 of the Railroad 
Unemployment Insurance Act, as indicated in table 3, the Social Security 
Board certifies to the Secretary of the Treasury amounts for payment into 
the railroad unemployment insurance account, and Connecticut withdraws 
from the unemployment trust fund amounts necessary for administrative 
expenses under the unemployment compensation law. 


Bulletin, September 1940 





to the balance of $10.8 million which had not 
been transferred to the trust fund account by 
the end of the fiscal year, raised the total in the 
appropriation account at the beginning of the 
year to $133.4 million. Of this amount $20.0 
million was transferred to the trust fund account 
in July and in turn deposited with the disbursing 
officer for benefit payments. Benefit payments 
in July amounted to $9.6 million, leaving a cash 
balance with the disbursing officer of $11.7 mil- 
lion at the end of the month. Total assets of the 
account at the end of July, including the balance 


in the appropriation account, amounted to $204.5 
million. 


Tax Collections Under the Social Security Act 


Total tax collections under the Social Security 
Act in July 1940 amounted to $38.6 million, an 
increase of $3.2 million over July 1939 as indicated 
in table 5. Federal insurance contributions in the 
first month of the fiscal year 1940-41, based on 
taxable pay rolls of April, May, and June, exceeded 
contributions in the corresponding month of the 
previous quarter and in July of last year. 

Neither tax receipts nor employment and pay- 
roll figures, however, indicate that the defense 
measures had markedly increased employment dur- 
ing April-June. In the past fiscal year, national 
defense expenditures, which include all military 


Chart II.—Federal insurance contributions and Federal 


unemployment taxes, by months, January 1937-July 
1940 
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activities of the War and Navy Departments, 
ranged from $108 million in September 1939, when 
the present European war began, to $159 million in 
April. They mounted to $870 million in the first 
6 months of 1940 as compared with $689 million 
in the latter half of 1939.2 The increase in the 
second half of the fiscal year was due to supple- 
mental appropriations for the military and naval 
establishments, authorized February 12, 1940. 
To reach the total outlay of $5 billion for defense 
anticipated for the current fiscal year, expenditures 
for the remainder of the year would have to be 
several times the June level of $153 million. 
Obviously, so sharp a rise would be reflected in em- 
ployment and pay-roll conditions, which would, in 
turn, in a later quarter lead to increased tax re- 
ceipts under the social insurance programs. 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics unadjusted 
index of factory employment declined from 100.8 
in March to 99.0 by May and increased slightly 
to 99.7 in June. Similarly, the index of factory 
pay rolls decreased from 98.2 in March to 96.3 in 


4 Bulletin of the Treasury Department, July 1940, p. 20. 





Table 5.—Federal insurance contributions and Federal 
unemployment taxes, by months, July 1939-July 1949 








[In thousands] 
Federal Federal 
Year and month insurance | unemploy- 
contributions} ment taxes 
1939 
Pe iithinknighclcaltcmaminmenasanennsaauecan $32, 704 $2, 667 
pittimindbbacendnntembiieadeahaheianninbiiane 106, 555 8, 066 
SD iiind: tein siintnwacabenibbaldhninemiaeiealnute 2, 501 497 
D+ dncicéunenarndcmundinnebtgndiinheseses 31, 449 2, 936 
PD a paddisbtncsuntnmestabdnelicelionibes 117, 479 7, 981 
ee aicabadninsescblabenciakhoninadatel 4, 147 519 
J eer 31, 149 

I conninticcovecasmnosnsoninetincnnaanine . 13, 665 
ETD a. xinsdennsaiiicionadtinesonsiaiangeuiasandiibnes 115, 227 ron 
rapes uence cee, 35, 843 3 Om 
anor eceene acname eRe Rape ras 122, 489 8, 804 
PicnncrinbKbbaabeccecesctnnhissmaninkeaeiie 2, 895 1,020 
FE ictiend cnnnititinniconpabiininnnbumidimminla 38, 064 504 











Source: Daily Statement of the U. 8. Treasury. 


April and May, rising in June to 97.9. The new 
Federal Reserve unadjusted industrial production 
index shows the same movement as employment 
and pay rolls; it declined from the December high 
of 124 to 111 in April and then rose to 121 in June. 
The Federal Reserve Board recently made a com- 


Chart III.—Estimates of unemployment, January 1929-June 1940 
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plete revision of its index of industrial production _ applied, and the base period has been shifted to 
in order to measure industrial output more ac- 1935-39. 

curately. The growth of certain new industries is The four estimates of unemployment, shown in 
better reflected, new seasonal factors have been chart III, indicate substantial decreases for June, 


Table 6.—Federal grants to States for public assistance ' and administration of unemployment compensation laws 
and State employment services:?| Advances authorized and certified * by the Social Security Board to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for fiscal year 1939-40 and specified periods of fiscal year 1940-41, as of Aug. 31, 1940 


[In thousands] 






























































Public assistance Employment security 
tiene Fiscal year 1939-40 | First quarter of fiscal year 1940-41 Fiscal year 1939-40 July-December 1940 
Aid to de- | Aid to de- Under the | Under the | Under the | U 
i¢ 3 " ler the nder nder the 
isiace” | Bendent | AM te the | Olsgees”| ‘pendent | Ald to ihe | Soci Se | Wagner- | Socal Se: | Wagner: 
; children children curity Act | Peyser Act | curity Act | Peyser Act 
eo 
Total oe | $231, 078.7 | $46, 113.5 $6, 228.4 | $60, 253.8 | $14, 243.1 $1, 659.9 | * $58, 335.1 $3, 277.8 | 4 $15, 834.9 $804.4 
Alabama... es | 1,021.5 434.8 32.2 | 273.7 145. 2 9.3 580.8 65.0 150.0 16.3 
Alaska. - 209.7 (5) (5) 66. 6 (5) (5) 43.8 10.0 14.3 2.5 
Arizona. -. : ‘ 1, 357.3 431.1 | 55.4 354.9 128.9 14.9 238.9 13.0 69.3 3.3 
Arkansas e oa 703. 8 213.3 31.3 227.3 102. 2 10.7 381.3 44.9 108.3 11.2 
California ainsi 27, 974.1 2, 662. 4 1, 530.6 8, 440.4 904. 1 451.0 4, 155.9 148.9 1,070.9 37.3 
Colorado. - . . 7, 226.5 837.9 105.9 1, 268.1 174.7 18.7 416.6 27.2 121.4 6.3 
Connecticut... . 2, 803. 8 (5) 27.1 707.0 (3) 7.1 £1, 246.0 42.2 4345.6 11.5 
Delaware ._.. 190.9 89.5 | 44.1 29.6 () 214.8 12.9 54.3 3.2 
District of Columbia 529.9 181.5 34.6 | 130.7 49.0 8.8 496.9 (*) $4.2 (5) 
Florida. .... 2, 605. 3 364.7 179.3 | 623.9 99.6 47.9 593.7 36. 6 142.4 9.0 
Georgia | 1, 262.7 460.9 69.4 340.6 136. 6 21.3 788.4 78.0 223.3 18.8 
Hawaii . ‘ | 118.2 181.9 6.1 | 34.3 56.8 2.4 143.4 15.0 36.3 3.8 
Idaho... .. 1, 125.3 399. 6 39.7 | 304.1 138.7 9.4 246.4 11.7 64.4 3.8 
Illinois 17, 401. 2 (5) (5) 4, 613.6 (5) (5) 3, 170.1 184.6 1, 044.8 46. 2 
Indiana 7, 5 | 2, 407.7 320.4 1, 838. 1 699. 5 81.1 1,711.5 84.9 428.4 20.4 
lowa.. 6, 806. 2 (5) 209.5 1, 783.8 (5) 55.0 610.7 69.8 168.7 17.4 
Kansas 2,973.7 4 144.0 791.0 254.0 41.2 388.9 65.3 113.1 15.0 
Kentucky... 2, 512.0 (5) (5) | 732.8 (5) (') 754.4 68.5 200. 2 16.1 
Louisiana | 2, 274.0 1, 766. 3 96.3 | 549.0 458.0 27.8 732.8 50.9 175.2 12.7 
Maine . 1,714.1 . 5 174.7 | 443.4 86. 2 40.8 455.5 19.4 119.3 4.9 
Maryland : | 2, 037.0 1, 396. 2 95.0 559.7 406.0 24.8 847.7 40.0 203. 7 10.0 
Massachusetts 14, 313.6 2,011.1 164.7 | 3, 789.0 73.8 40.4 3, 126. 6 103.7 817.0 25.8 
Michigan 7, 876.5 2, 932. 1 124.6 1, 926. 5 830. 3 30.1 2, 945. 2 129.1 786.7 31.3 
Minnesota | 8, 007.7 1,319.3 146.7 1, 932.3 537.5 43.5 1, 159.4 62.5 342.1 15.7 
Mississippi | 950. 2 (5) 31.2 96. 2 (5) 4.2 349.1 48.7 99.5 12.2 
Missour | 9,075.7 1, 254.2 (8) 2, 209.8 409.7 (8) 1,429.2 110.0 377.2 27.9 
Montana 1, 382.1 339.8 23.5 344.3 99.9 6.9 | 257.0 14.1 65.4 3.3 
Nebraska _-- | 2, 811.6 757.8 74.3 705. 7 234.0 8 | 344.4 37.6 95.0 9.3 
Nevada | 372.6 (') (5) 95. 1 (5) (5) | 152.9 10.0 42.4 2.5 
New Hampshire | 653. 2 113.5 44.6 208. 4 37.1 11.7 305. 0 15.0 82.2 3.8 
New Jersey | 3,9925] 1,574.2 99.3 965. 5 440.3 28.3} 2,617.9 106.0 729.1 24.5 
New Mexico | 348. 2 233.3 22.0 112.2 72.0 6.1 186. 5 11.1 49.2 2.8 
New York 16, 378. 2 5, 873.1 419.3 4, 367.3 1, 593.6 117.3 7,829.8 304.9 2, 072.6 76.2 
North Carolina 2, 189. 6 833. 2 198. 1 568. 0 230.7 46.7 1, 000. 7 86.3 277.7 21.3 
North Dakota 041.3 359. 6 17.9 | 217.5 121.4 7.0 176.9 16.5 59.7 4.1 
Ohio 17, 088.9 2, 009.7 493.4 4, 546.6 655.9 134.5 2, 659. 4 181.4 824. 1 43.1 
Oklahoma 7, 842.0 1, 218. 5 206. 8 2, 536. 2 500. 6 55.1 628. 6 59.0 163. 5 14.8 
Oregon 2, 725. 6 342.0 71.4 689.4 103.3 17.7 638. 6 25.0 204. 1 6.0 
Pennsy! vania 12, 365.3 5, 657.6 (5) 3, 056. 1 1, 830.8 (5) 6, 015. 6 271.9 1, 584. 6 68.9 
Rhode Island 816.6 224.5 5.5 203. 0 65.5 .0 650. 0 18.0 188.8 4.3 
South Carolina. __. 1,119.2 | 339.0 61.2 177.7 70.3 9.5 528.1 42.1 133.7 10.5 
South Dakota 1, 640.9 | (5) 25.3 403. 3 (5) 5.8 133. 2 16.9 45.6 4.2 
Tennessee... | 2, 491. 2 1, 271.5 | 112.4 640.5 398. 5 27.3 798.4 75.7 216. 5 16.8 
Texas ; ae | 7, 904.2 | (5) | (5) 2, 002.8 (5) (8) 2, 061.6 187.8 531.4 43.9 
Utah_. ; : 1, 822.9 | 535.3 33.7 438. 1 144.4 8.3 282.1 12.3 71.8 3.1 
Vermont........ 525.9 | 86.8 | 21.3 137.8 29.4 44 194.9 10.0 55.7 2.5 
Virginia 932.9 249.6 84.6 288.3 | 132.7 25. 0 811.8 60.3 219.6 14.9 
Washington... 5, 386. 8 | 840. 6 181.8 1, 343.3 | 238.3 47.4 825. 1 41.0 220.8 10.0 
West Virginia. | 1, 368.4 | 821.3 | 88.6 344.6 | 392. 2 | 20.2 865. 4 45.0 230.4 11.3 
Wisconsin | 6, 769.9 1,801.5 | 299.3 1, 654.3 | 445. 4 | 61.1 980.3 77.1 267.1 17.8 
Wyoming 473.9 122.8 | 25.7 126.5 36.5 6.1 162.7 10.0 43.2 2.5 
! i 
! Figures are not comparable with figures on amount of obligations incurred account in unemployment trust fund. In accordance with sec. 13 (e) of the 
for payments to recipients, which represent payments from Federal, State, Railroad Unemployment Insurance Act, therefore, Connecticut withdraws 
and local funds and exclude administrative expense. from unemployment trust fund amounts necessary for administrative ex- 
7Excludes State and local appropriations to employment service. penses under unemployment compensation law. 
+ Advances are certified for specified period of operation which is not neces- 5 No plan approved by the Social Security Board for period covered in this 
sarily period in which certification is made. column. Z 
‘Includes certifications for payment into railroad unemployment insurance ‘Not available because funds for the District of Columbia employment 
account in accordance with sec. 13 (d) and (f) of the Railroad Unemployment service are included in funds of the Bureau of Employment Security which 
Insurance Act. The Connecticut State law does not provide for authoriza- maintains it. 
tion by the State to the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer funds from State Source: Social Security Board, Bureau of Accounts and Audits. 
account in unemployment trust fund to railroad unemployment insurance 
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and a continuous decline since February in three 
of the four series. The June decrease reflects the 
rise in industrial production as well as the usual 
seasonal increase in agricultural employment. 
All the estimates are lower than in June 1939. 


Internal Revenue Rulings 


Two recent rulings of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue are of interest because of their bearing 
on coverage and tax receipts under the Social 
Security Act. One ruling concerned the services 
performed after December 31, 1939, by officers 
and members of a crew who were hired outside 
the United States to operate an American vessel. 
Since the ship touched a port of the United States 


during the year, it was ruled that the services 
constituted employment for the purposes of the 
Federal Insurance Contributions Act.* 

In a second case tax liability on dismissal pay- 
ments was involved. Dismissal payments had 
been made to employees of a certain company in 
accordance with the company’s employment man- 
ual. The Bureau ruled that such payments were 
not excluded from ‘wages’ taxable under sub- 
chapters A and C, chapter 9 of the Internal 
Revenue Code, as amended, since these dismissal 
payments constituted a part of the employee 
contracts of employment.‘ 


‘Internal Revenue Bulletin, 1940-29, 8. S. T. 395. 
‘Internal Revenue Bulletin, 1940-31, 8. S. T’. 397. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS IN THE FIELD 
OF SOCIAL SECURITY 


GENERAL 


CounciL oF SocraL AGgENcIEs, WasHinoeton, D. C. 
HeattH CommittrEz. The Aged. Washington: Council 
of Social Agencies, March 1940. 26pp. Processed. 
Included in this collection of 9 brief papers are: Aged in 

Their Own Homes, by Amy R. Cowan; Population Trends, 

by P. K. Whelpton; Public Health and the Aging Popula- 

tion, by George St. John Perrott; Economic and Social 

Problems of Aged Citizens, by Merle D. Vincent; Institu- 

tional and Home Care for the Aged Under Public and 

Private Auspices, by Sigmund Feinblatt; and A Com- 

munity Program for the Development of Employment 

Opportunities for the Older Worker, by C. E. Lamson. 


Davipson, D. M., Jr., and Hummet, B. L. Standards of 
Living in Six Virginia Counties. Washington: U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture, March 1940. 116 pp. 
Processed. (Social Research Report No. 15.) 


: See eee 
date. 142 pp. 

Includes the following papers by State governors: 
Federal-State Relations With Respect to Health, by 
Prentice Cooper (Tennessee); Organization and Adminis- 
tration of State Government, by William H. Vanderbilt 
(Rhode Island); Taxation and Public Services, by Homer 
H. Holt (West Virginia); and Old-Age Assistance and the 
State Budget, by John Moses (North Dakota). 


GOVERNORS’ CONFERENCE. 
Chicago: Governors’ Conference, no 


Proceedings . . 


Manous, ArtHur R. Rural Regions of the United States. 
Washington: U. 8S. Government Printing Office, 1940. 
230 pp. (U.S. Work Projects Administration, Division 
of Research.) 

One of the results of FERA and WPA studies of rural 
conditions and relief needs ‘‘has been the establishment of 
definite rural areas of the United States within which social 
and economic conditions are relatively uniform and 
among which there are significant differences.’’ In this 
report, which provides a “geographic background for anal- 
yses of the problems of relief and unemployment,” the 
United States is divided, on the basis of rural characteris- 
tics, into 32 general regions and 218 subregions. The 
result is a reference work for students of relief and social 
conditions generally. The careful description and definite 
bounding of the regions also should be useful to adminis- 
trators charged with “planning programs to fit specific 
conditions and in laying out the territory for decentralizing 
administrative functions.” 


McWituiams, Carey. ‘Migration and Resettlement of 
the People.”’ State Government, Chicago, Vol. 13, No. 8 
(August 1940), pp. 147-148 ff. 

A discussion of the unplanned resettlement of persons 
migrating to California in search of employment. Ad- 
vocates adequate planning to facilitate the absorption of 
the migrants into normal economic life. 
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PowELt, Oscar M. “Social Security—First Line of 
Defense.”” Monthly Bulletin (Kentucky Department of 
Industrial Relations), Frankfort, Vol. 2, No. 7 (July 
1940), pp. 3-9. Processed. 


Excerpts from an address given last June before the 
New York State Association of Public Welfare Officials. 


Princeton UNiversity. DEPARTMENT OF Economics 
AND Sociaut Institutions. InpusTRIAL RELATIONS 
Section. Problems and Policies in Industrial Relations 
in a War Economy; A Selected, Annotated Bibliography. 
Rev. ed. Prepared by Helen Baker. Princeton: In- 
dustrial Relations Section, May 1940. 30 pp. 


Putney, Bryant. ‘Federal-State Relations Under 
Grants-in-Aid.” Editorial Research Reports, Washington, 
Vol. 2, 1940, No. 3 (July 30), pp. 35-51. 


A brief survey of the recent expansion of Federal grants- 
in-aid and of the growth in Federal control, with comment 
on the desirability of changing the existing apportionment 
methods. The importance of the social security programs 
in this expansion and in proposed changes is shown. 


QUEEN, Stuart ALFRED, and GRUENER, JENNETTE Rowe. 
Social Pathology; Obstacles to Social Participation. Rev. 
ed. New York: Crowell, 1940. 662 pp. (Crowell’s 
Social Science Series.) 

The central thesis of this text in sociology is stated as 
follows: ‘‘How do various handicaps—physical, mental, 
economic, and other—affect the social participation of 
individual persons?’”’ Among the handicaps considered 
are old age, orthopedic impairments, blindness, low in- 
comes, unemployment, transiency, child labor, and gainful 
employment of women. The part of public programs, 
including the Social Security Act, in helping to alleviate 
certain of these hazards receives attention. “Stories 
from real life’’ are used to make the problems clear to the 
reader. 


REvss, 
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Cart F. Social Characteristics of Part-Time 
Washington. Pullman: State College of 
Washington, Agricultural Experiment Station, July 
1939. 20 pp. (Bulletin No. 380. Rural Sociology 
Series in Population, No. 5.) 


SoctaL Science Resgearcnh Councit. COMMITTEE ON 
Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. Case Reports in Public Ad- 
ministration, Collected Under the Auspices of a Special 
Committee on Research Materials. Chicago: Public Ad- 
ministration Service, 1940. Loose leaf. 

The case-reporting approach to research in public 
administration is emphasized in this new collection, which 
is issued both as a series (in binder) and as individual 
reports. Problems of administrative management in social 
security organizations are represented, in the collection 
thus far assembled, by four contributions from the Texas 
State Employment Service and two reports by John J. 
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Corson, Director of the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors 
Insurance. The reports are short and are written accord- 
ing to a uniform plan. 


Taytor, Georce R. “The First Year of the Food Stamp 
Plan.” Dun’s Review, New York, Vol. 48, No. 2147 
(July 1940), pp. 19-24. 


Unitep Mine Workers ofr AMERICA. Proceedings of the 
Thirty-Sizth Constitutional Convention . . . Columbus, 
Ohio, January 23 to February 1, 1940, Inclusive. 2 vols. 
Washington: United Mine Workers of America, 1940. 
Includes addresses and resolutions on social security, 

unempleyment, a national health program, housing, and 

workmen’s compensation. 


U. S. INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE 
Heauta aND WELFARE Activities. Migratory Labor; 
A Report to the President. Place not given, July 1940. 
21 pp. Processed. 


A brief review of the situation, supplemented by com- 
ment on some of the specific problems and by suggested 
policies for alleviation. The recommendations include 
coverage under the social security programs, Federal aid 
for welfare services, expansion of the Farm Security shelter 
programs, improved health services, and extension of the 
employment services and of labor legislation generally 
to the migratory workers. (The report appears in full in 
this issue of the Bulletin.) 


Woopsvury, Rosert Morse. Methods of Family Living 
Studies; Income—Expenditure—Consumption. London: 
Published for the International Labor Office by P. S. 
King, 1940. 144 pp. (I. L. O. Studies and Reports, 
Series N (Statistics), No. 23.) 

This report—the “first complete guide’’ to the method- 
ology of family budget investigations—considers the pur- 
pose of such inquiries, their uses, and the problems of 
planning and conducting the studies. Chapters deal with 
the data to be collected, the methods of analyzing and 
appraising the results, and the special problem of dietary 
surveys and food consumption. The appendixes include 
a bibliography of family-living studies and tabular analyses 
of the principal characteristics of these investigations. 


OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS 
INSURANCE 


Bronson, D. C. “The Social Security Act Applied to 
Public Employees.”” Municipal Finance, Chicago, Vol. 
13, No. 1 (August 1940), pp. 24-30. 

Discusses advantages of extending old-age and survivors 
insurance to employees of local governments, indicates 
possible actuarial adjustments, and shows that existing 
constitutional and legal provisions create a still unsolved 
problem with respect to such coverage. 


Corson, Joun J. ‘‘When Claims Are Made.” Survey 
Midmonthly, New York, Vol. 76, No. 8 (August 1940), 
pp. 234-236. 


A description of typical claims procedure under old-age 
and survivors insurance, with illustrations of the manner 
in which the legal provisions are working out in practice. 
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Some of the differences and similarities between social] 
insurance and public aid are discussed. 


“Extension of Social Security Act to Personnel of Goy. 
ernmental Units.’’ Kansas Government Journal, Law- 
rence, Vol. 26, No. 8 (August 1940), p. 24. 


A discussion of the possibility of voluntary acceptance 
by State and local governments of extension of social 
security coverage to public employees. 


Garey, A. E. “A Plan to Extend Social Security,” 
Journal of State and Local Government Employees, Madi- 
son, Wis., Vol. 4, No. 7 (July 1940), pp. 4-5. 

Excerpts from a report by the civil-service counsel of 
the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 
Employees to the general executive board of the Federa- 
tion. According to the plan suggested, voluntary agree- 
ments between local authorities and the Social Security 
Board would extend old-age and survivors insurance to 
the employees of State, county, and municipal governments. 


“How Old Are Railroad Employees?” Monthly Review 
of the Railroad Retirement Board, Washington, Vol. 1, 
No. 2 (June 1940), pp. 7-10. Processed. 


A review, with tables and charts, of the ages of all 
employees covered by the Railroad Retirement Act in 
1938, arranged by occupation. 


NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL CONFERENCE Boarp, Inc. Com- 
pany Pension Plans and the Amended Social Security 
Act—Complete Texts and Digests. New York: National 
Industrial Conference Board, July 1940. 51 pp. (Con- 
ference Board Management Record Supplements, Re- 
search Memorandum No. 4.) 


Continues and supplements previous Conference Board 
studies of pension plans by printing the text of 11 selected 
company retirement plans and presenting a digest in 
tabular form of 15 others. All these programs have 
either been adopted or revised since the Social Security 
Act was amended. Many of the largest and most repre- 
sentative plans are given in full detail, including those of 
the National Cash Register Company, Socony-Vacuum 
Oil Company, General Mills, and United States Steel. 


“Old Age and Widows’ Pensions Act, 1940.’ Ministry of 
Labour Gazetie, London, Vol. 48, No. 7 (July 1940), 
p. 184. 


A summary of the British act of March 21, 1940, which 
provides for payment of contributory pensions to women 


at age 60 and establishes supplementary pensions for both 
men and women. 


EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 


‘Arguments for Employer Experience Rating—Arguments 
Against Experience Rating.’’ Montana Unemployment 
Compensation Review, Helena, Vol. 2, No. 9 (July 29, 
1940), pp. 3-5. Processed. 


Barnes, Veco E. “Employment Service in Nation’s 
Defense Program.’ Monthly Bulletin (Kentucky De- 
partment of Industrial Relations), Frankfort, Vol. 2, 
No. 7 (July 1940), pp. 10-11. Processed. 
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Summarizes results of a recent survey of the occupa- 
tional skills of applicants registered with the Kentucky 
State Employment Service. 


Capon, ANNA Mag. “Social Legislation and the Domestic 
Worker.”” Monthly Bulletin of Placement and Unemploy- 
ment Compensation Division, Hartford, Conn., Vol. 5, 
No. 7 (July 1940), pp. 2 ff. 


“Central Merchandising Unit—1939 Operations.’’ Em- 
ployment Review (New York State Department of 
Labor), place not given, Vol. 2, No. 3 (March 1940), 
pp. 117-119. Processed. 

Describes a New York City experiment in centralizing 
placements of department-store employees in one special- 
ized administrative unit for a 4-month period. 


“Conclusions of New York Legislative Committee on 
Older Workers.”” Monthly Labor Review, Washington, 
Vol. 51, No. 1 (July 1940), pp. 74-79. 


“Employment and the National Defense Program.” 
Employment Review (New York State Department of 
Labor), place not given, Vol. 2, No. 6 (June 1940), pp. 
259-260. Processed. 


“Employment Problems of the Young and Aged.” Penn- 
sylvania Planning, Harrisburg, Vol. 6, No. 6 (July 1940), 
pp. 3-5 ff. 

This issue of Pennsylvania Planning also contains arti- 
cles on Vocational Training and Guidance, and Occupa- 
tional Opportunity Outside of Wage Employment. 


“Findings of the Interfaith Conference on Unemploy- 
ment.’”’ Monthly Labor Review, Washington, Vol. 51, 
No. 1 (July 1940), pp. 41-43. 


FLoripa. INpusTRIAL Commission. EMPLOYMENT SERV- 
1cE Division. An Active File Analysis of the Florida 
State Employment Service; September 1939 Inventory. 
Tallahassee, 1940. 60 pp. Processed. 


Futter, Raymonp G. Children in Strawberries. New 
York: National Child Labor Committee, March 1940. 
22 pp. (Publication No. 380.) 

“The study of children of migratory families working 
in the strawberry fields of Arkansas and Kentucky, on 
which this pamphlet is based, is the third in a series of 
studies of migratory children made by the National 
Child Labor Committee.”’ 


Grattan, C. Hartiey. “Living Standards in To-mor- 
row’s World.’ Harper's Magazine, New York, Vol. 
181, No. 1083 (August 1940), pp. 312-320. 

The author follows Professor Allan G. B. Fisher of 
Australia in holding that economic and social progress in 
industrial countries depends on the use of capital and 
labor for mass expansion of the service (‘‘tertiary’’) indus- 
tries on a much larger scale than ever before. Includes 
data on international living standards and productivity 
and applies the thesis to the economics and sociology of 
present defense programs. 


“Guaranteed Employment Account.”’ Monthly Statistical 
Bulletin of the Unemployment Compensation Division and 
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the Employment Service Division, Tallahassee, Fla., 

July 1940, pp. 14-17. Processed. 

An explanation and critical evaluation of the Florida 
law and regulations providing for voluntary establishment 
of guaranteed employment accounts as a means of reduc- 
ing unemployment compensation contributions. 


HeEtton, Roy. “Born in 1921.” Harper’s Magazine, New 
York, Vol. 181, No. 1083 (August 1940), pp. 301-311. 


A discussion of the employment problem confronting 
young persons 16 to 23 years of age, who, because of the 
large birth rate of the early 1920’s, constitute the “largest 
generation.”’ Analysis of conditions in various industries 
leads the author to conclude that further employment 
progress depends on “public education in non-mechanical 
wants and a private enterprise in the supply of non- 
mechanical utilities” providing ‘‘needed services to human 
comfort, health, and pleasure.” 


Hersic, C. A. Rectification of Unemployment Compensa- 
tion Inequities. Chicago: American Photo-Engravers 
Association, no date. 11 pp. 

A discussion of unemployment compensation from the 
standpoint of the photo-engraving industry, with recom- 
mendations favoring employer-reserve accounts only, 
limiting unemployment compensation taxes to the first 
$1,600 of wages, and other changes. The text of a reso- 
lution adopted by the 1939 convention of the American 
Photo-Engravers Association is included. 


Hitt, Potty. The Unemployment Services; A Report 
Prepared for the Fabian Society. London: Routledge, 
1940. 226 pp. 

“This book is concerned with the changes that should 
be made in the unemployment insurance scheme and the 
Unemployment Assistance Board in a Labour Govern- 
ment’s next term of office. The proposals that are made 
are appropriate only to the period of transition to socialism 
—to Labour’s Immediate Programme—and will be com- 
pletely out of date when a socialist system is finally set up.”’ 
Although the scope of the work limits its emphasis to the 
“‘most obviously unsatisfactory’”’ aspects of British unem- 
ployment insurance and assistance, there is much valuable 
information for the American reader concerning living 
standards, dependents’ allowances, winter allowances, the 
Unemployment Insurance Statutory Committee, unem- 
ployment expenditure in relation to the trade cycle, and 
other related matters. 


Hinricus, A. F. Trends of Employment Opportunity. 
Washington: U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 1940. 
30 pp. Processed. 


Huser, Franz. A Brief Bibliography of the Literature 
Relating to Changes in Employment Practices Resulting 
From the Operation of the Social Security Program. 
Washington: Committee on Social Security, Social 
Science Research Council, July 1940. 9pp. Processed. 


Humpurey, Don D. “Alleged ‘Additional’ Workers in 
the Measurement of Unemployment.” Journal of 
Political Economy, Chicago, Vol. 48, No. 3 (June 1940), 
pp. 412-419. 








A critical note on the methods employed and con- 
clusions reached in W. Woytinsky’s pamphlet, Additional 
Workers and the Volume of Unemployment. 


Josepn, J. J. An Exploratory Memorandum on Partial 
Unemployment Benefits in the State Unemployment Com- 
pensation Systems. Washington: Committee on Social 
Security, Social Science Research Council, May 1940. 


105 pp. Processed. (Pamphlet Series No. 4.) 


The author reviews briefly the legal situation with 
respect to partial unemployment benefits and compares 
payments in ten selected States, with an analysis of the 
distribution of benefits, by industry, and the claims pro- 
cedures in each State. Among other points, the study 
throws light on the types of industries most liable to partial 
unemployment, the effect of apparently minor changes in 
the law on the number of claims, and the effect of adminis- 
trative efficiency and general unemployment compensation 
policy on payments. In spite of its “exploratory” character, 
the memorandum presents a wider variety of recent statis- 
tical information and broader comparative operating data 
on partial unemployment than any previous unofficial 
study. 


Kentucky. UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION CoMMiIS- 
sion. A Benefit Formula for Kentucky Based on Annual 
Earnings. Frankfort, July 1940. 46 pp. Processed. 
(Research and Statistics Unit, Research Report No. 20.) 
An analysis of Kentucky wage data to determine the 

most satisfactory unemployment compensation benefit 

formula for the State. 


KeEeNntTucKY. UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION CoMMIS- 
SION. Occupational Inventory of the Employment Service 
Active File. Frankfort, March 1940. 25 pp. Proc- 
essed.. (Research and Statistics Unit, Research Report 
No. 19.) 


“Legislation Providing for Unemployment Insurance in 
Canada.” Labour Gazette, Ottawa, Vol. 40, No. 7 
(July 1940), pp. 682-686. 


A short history of recent Canadian legislation for 
national unemployment insurance. The Unemployment 
Insurance Bill of 1940 is outlined and compared with the 
act of 1935, which was declared unconstitutional. 


LoupEN, Don, and Others. “Ohio State Employment 
Service Observes Fiftieth Anniversary.’’ Compensator 
(Ohio Bureau of Unemployment Compensation), Colum- 
bus, Vol. 3, No. 5 (June-July 1940), pp. 3 ff. 

In 1890, after an Ohio law had authorized their creation, 
free public employment offices were opened in Cincinnati, 
Cleveland, Columbus, Dayton, and Toledo. These offices 
have been in continuous operation since that time, making 
the Ohio State Employment Service the oldest in the 
United States. This article gives a general survey of Ohio 
employment service history, with brief accounts of each of 
the municipal offices since its beginning. 


New Jersey. Strate Cuamper or Commerce. DeEpart- 
MENT OF GOVERNMENTAL ResearcH. Toward Steady 
Jobs; A Proposal to Make New Jersey’s Unemployment 
Compensation System More Effective. Newark: New 
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Jersey State Chamber of Commerce, February 7, 1940. 

16 pp. 

Advocates adoption by New Jersey of the experience- 
rating plan originally drafted by Frank B. Cliffe of that 
State, and since adopted with modifications by several 
States. 


Oxn10o. DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS. Rates 
of Wages, Fluctuation of Employment, Wage and Salary 
Payments in Ohio, 1930 to 1937 Inclusive, Exclusive of 
Coal Mines and Quarries. Akron, no date. 939 pp. 
(Division of Labor Statistics, Report No. 29.) 


Papier, WituiaM. ‘Bureau Takes Inventory of Applica. 
tions in Active Files.’”’ Compensator (Ohio Bureau of 
Unemployment Compensation), Columbus, Vol. 3, No. 
5 (June-July 1940), pp. 4-5 ff. 


“Placements by Occupation and Industry—1939.” Em- 
ployment Review (New York State Department of 
Labor), place not given, Vol. 2, No. 3 (March 1940), 
pp. 120-125. Processed. 


Scumipt, Emerson P. “Insurance Expansion and Em- 
ployment Stabilization.’’ Journal of American In- 
surance, Chicago, Vol. 17, No. 4 (April 1940), pp. 13-14 ff. 
Notes on employment stabilization under the Wiscon- 

sin unemployment compensation law. 


SHALLCROsS, RutH ENautpa. Industrial Homework; An 
Analysis of Homework Regulation, Here and Abroad. 
New York: Industrial Affairs Publishing Co., 1939. 
257 pp. 

A detailed survey of the history of statutes, orders, and 
regulations affecting home work in New York State, re- 
vealing the difficulties involved in the administration 
and enforcement of the legislation. Social security 
coverage for home workers is discussed briefly. 


“Teacher Placement Service—A New Unit.”’ Monthly 
Bulletin (Kentucky Department of Industrial Relations), 
Frankfort, Vol. 2, Nos. 5-6 (May-June 1940), p. 10. 
Processed. 


“Towards Job Stability.” 
June 29, 1940, p. 40. 
Brief comment on savings under experience rating in 


Wisconsin, as reported to the Conference on Steadier 
Jobs, held last June in Milwaukee. 


Business Week, New York, 


“Unemployment Insurance; Proposed Increases in Bene- 
fits and Contributions, and Extension of Insurance for 
Non-Manual Workers.’”’ Ministry of Labour Gazette, 
London, Vol. 48, No. 7 (July 1940), p. 184. 


Van Tasset, AtFreD J. Mechanization in the Lumber 
Industry; A Study of Technology in Relation to Resources 
and Employment Opportunity. Philadelphia: U. S. 
Work Projects Administration, March 1940. 201 pp. 
Processed. (National Research Project on Reemploy- 
ment Opportunities and Recent Changes in Industrial 
Techniques, Report No. M-5.) 

“The purpose of this study is to analyze the relationship 
between recent developments in technology and employ- 
ment opportunities in the lumber industry,’’ which is the 
third largest employer of labor in the United States. 
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The report deals with the development of the machines 
and techniques used by the industry. It also analyzes 
general statistics on production and employment with 
respect to labor productivity, and discusses forest resources 
and forest management in relation to employment oppor- 
tunities. 


“Wages, Hours, and Employment in the New York Metro- 
politan Area, 1928-1940.” Conference Board Economic 
Record (National Industrial Conference Board), New 
York, Vol. 2, No. 19 (Aug. 6, 1940), pp. 332-336, 


Wituiamson, ALtan. ‘‘Unemployment Compensation Ap- 
peals.”’ South Dakota Unemployment Compensation Com- 
ments, Aberdeen, Vol. 1, No. 2 (June 1940), pp. 4 ff. 
Processed. 


An outline of the legal procedure and the results of 
operation of appeals machinery under the South Dakota 
Unemployment Compensation Law. 


PUBLIC WELFARE AND RELIEF 


Barty, H. Stanton. “Support of Aged by Relatives.’ 
Public Welfare in Indiana, Indianapolis, Vol. 50, No. 7 
(July 1940), pp. 5 ff. 

The results of a study of 589 applicants for old-age 
assistance in Indiana, with particular attention to contri- 
butions made by relatives. 


“Characteristics of Recipients of Aid to Dependent 
Children Accepted During the Fiscal Year 1938-1939.” 
Oklahoma Public Welfare Review, Oklahoma City, Vol. 3, 
No. 4 (April 1940), p. 7. Processed. 


Counci, or Soctat Acencries. Cuicaco. Social Service 
Yearbook, 19389. Chicago: Council of Social Agencies, 
1940. 117 pp. 

Contains the following articles dealing with publie and 
private social welfare in Chicago during 1939: Family 
Service and Relief, Employment and Vocational Guidance, 
Services to Children, Health Services, Care of the Aged, 
Public Relations, Social Legislation, and Financing Social 
Work. 

Easton, CuristopHer. Old Age Security. 
Welfare Board Member. Stillwater, Minn., October 
1939. 21 pp. (Obtainable from the author, Route 9, 
White Bear Lake Station, St. Paul.) 

Recommends a plan for financing old-age assistance in 
Minnesota, the principal features of which are a flat-rate 
payment of $20 monthly to an enlarged group of aged 
persons and a special tax on all persons having aged rela- 
tives (whether eligible for assistance or not). 


By a County 


Guick, Frank Z. The Illinois Emergency Relief Commis- 
sion; A Study of Administrative and Financial Aspects 
of Emergency Relief. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1940. 247 pp. Processed. (Social Service 
Monographs.) 


A systematic history of the Illinois Emergency Relief 
Commission, written by its former associate executive 
secretary, which deals with the administrative organiza- 
tion, personnel administration, public relations, and finan- 
cial support and administration. A chapter on the ad- 


Bulletin, September 1940 


ministration of public assistance describes the 1939 organi- 
zation and urges ‘thorough rewriting” of Illinois assistance 
legislation in order to offset the “‘disastrous change”? which 
is said to have taken place when the Federal Government 
withdrew from the field of general relief. 


GOVERNMENTAL Researcu Institute, Hartrorp, Con- 


NEcTICUT. <A Study of the Department of Public Welfare, 
Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford, 1939. 119 pp. Proc- 
essed. 


A detailed discussion of the Hartford Department of 


Public Welfare, with specific suggestions for improvement 
of its administration. 


“The Growth of Alabama’s Public Assistance Program.” 
Alabama Public Welfare, Montgomery, Vol. 5, No. 8 
(August 1940), pp. 3-5. 

This is one of eight articles in the August issue of Alabama 
Public Welfare which deal with public welfare and public 
assistance in the State. Arthur J. Altmeyer’s article, 
“The Wisdom of the Social Security Act,” is reprinted 
from the Democratic Digest for June-July 1940. 


ILuiNo1s. DEPARTMENT OF PuBLIC WELFARE. Drvision 
or Oup-Acge AssIsTaANcE. Administrative Yardsticks in 
Old-Age Assistance. Springfield, 1939. 77 pp. 

A thorough analysis of the various problems of adminis- 
tration in the Illinois Division of Old Age Assistance and 
an account of the achievements obtained after reorganiza- 
tion during the fiscal year 1937-38. 


Koni, Marx F. “Social Service for the Aged.”” Modern 
Hospital, Chicago, Vol. 55, No. 1 (July 1940), pp. 65-66. 
A discussion by the director of social service of the 
New York Home for Dependents, on Welfare Island, and 
the Farm Colony, on Staten Island. 


“Many Definitions of Relief.” Kansas Government Jour- 
nal, Lawrence, Vol. 26, No. 8 (August 1940), pp. 24-25. 
Definitions of relief selected by the Council of State 

Governments “for their inclusiveness and their differences.”’ 


New Jersey. Joint LEGISLATIVE EMERGENCY RELIEF 


ComMiTrEE. Report of Investigation of Relief Adminis- 
tration in New Jersey. Place not given, February 1940. 
37 pp. 


O’Conor, Herspert R. ‘Relief Administration and the 
States.”” State Government, Chicago, Vol. 13, No. 7 
(July 1940), pp. 125-126 ff. 


The Governor of Maryland analyzes relief, assistance, 
and social insurance problems, giving special attention 
to financial and administrative relationships between 
the Federal Government and the States and between the 
States and local authorities. Emphasis is placed on the 
need for adequate relief, expanded public employment 
office services, increased health measures, and personnel 
merit systems. 


“Old Age Assistance.’”’ Public Welfare in Indiana, 
Indianapolis, Vol. 50, No. 8 (August 1940), p. 4. 


Perkins, Mito. “Using the Surpluses at Home.” 
Alabama Social Welfare, Montgomery, Vol. 5, No. 7 
(July 1940), pp. 2-4. 


101 








In addition to this article by the President of the Federal 
Surplus Commodities Corporation, there are six papers 
dealing with various phases of the surplus-commodities 
program in the State. 


“Relief vs. Pensions.’”’ Business Week, New York, June 
29, 1940, pp. 40-41. 


Comment on a proposed Colorado amendment which 
would levy a tax on intangible personal property, the pro- 
ceeds to be used for relief, welfare, and certain other 
specified purposes. 


U. S. Hovustne Avrnuority. Housing and Welfare. 
Washington: U. 8S. Government Printing Office, May 
1940. 53 pp. 

This summary of a survey conducted by the U. S. 
Housing Authority and the Social Security Board includes 
information on Federal, State, and local policies in the field 
of housing for persons receiving assistance or relief. An 
extensive classified bibliography is included. 


WasHineton. State DEPARTMENT OF Sociau SEcuRITY. 
Rules and Regulations for the Maintenance of Foster 
Homes for Children. Olympia, March 1940. 12 pp. 
(Division for Children, Publication No. 3.) 


“WPA Relief Rolls to Rise in Autumn.” United States 
News, Washington, Vol. 9, No. 7 (Aug. 16, 1940), p. 14. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL CARE 


BLAKESLEE, Rut O. “The attitude of the Social Secu- 
rity Board Toward Prevention of Blindness.”  Sight- 
Saving Review, Philadelphia, Vol. 10, No. 2 (June 1940), 
pp. 107-123. 

Describes the work of the Board—operating within the 
statutes governing public assistance—in promoting co- 
operation with sight-saving organizations and making 
recommendations to State agencies administering aid to 
the blind. 
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Cuicaco. Re.ier ADMINISTRATION. Medical Relief Data 
for Chicago. Chicago, 1940. 12 pp. Processed. 


“Crippled Children Services.” Public Welfare in Indiana, 
Indianapolis, Vol. 50, No. 8 (August 1940), p. 9. 


“Federal Policies With Reference to Hospitals.” Hospi- 
tals, Chicago, Vol. 14, No. 8 (August 1940), pp. 25-28, 
A discussion of existing Federal hospital facilities, of 

Government interest in hospital care for those with low 

incomes, and of the relation between the Federal Govern. 

ment and voluntary institutions. 


“Functions Brought to Federal Security Agency by 
Reorganization Plan IV.” Public Health Reports, 
Washington, Vol. 55, No. 28 (July 12, 1940), pp. 1278- 
1282. 


KELLER, Paut. “Hospital Service Plans at the Cross- 
roads.”” Hospitals, Chicago, Vol. 14, No. 8 (August 
1940), pp. 106-109. 

Emphasizes in general the need for increasing present 
hospitalization benefits and developing ‘a low-cost basic 
contract” to provide ward service for persons with low 
incomes. 


“The National Health Program Committee.”” Journal of 
the American Dental Association, Chicago, Vol. 27, No. 

6 (June 1940), 964-966. 

Includes the text of Senate Report 1528, April 1940, 
in which the Senate Committee on Education and Labor 
reported favorably on a bill (S. 3607) for public-health 
research relating to dental diseases. 


San Francisco. Heatta Service Boarp. Annual 
Report (1938-1939), Health Service System of San 
Francisco. San Francisco, 1939. 31 pp. 

Contains an analysis of income and expenditures during 
the first year of operation and of the changes made in the 
plan as a result of the experience during the year. It is 
summarized in the Journal of the American Medical 
Association, August 17, i940, pp. 540-541. 
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